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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 18, 2024 

Montana State Capitol Building, Room 152 
Helena, MT 

 
 
Monday, March 18, 2024 
8:30AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Tharp called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ms. 
Kris Stockton took Roll Call, the Chair read the Statement of Public Participation, and welcomed guests. 
 
Board members present: Dr. Tim Tharp, Chair; Ms. Susie Hedalen, Vice Chair; Ms. Renee Rasmussen; 
Dr. Ron Slinger; Ms. Lisa Schmidt; Ms. Madalyn Quinlan; Mr. Gavin Mow, Student Representative.  Ex 
Officio members: Dr. Angela McLean, Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education; Mr. Dylan 
Klapmeier, Governor’s Office; State Superintendent Elsie Arntzen, Office of Public Instruction (OPI).  Staff 
present: Ms. McCall Flynn, Executive Director; Ms. Kris Stockton, Administrative Specialist; Ms. Julie 
Balsam, Accounting Technician.  Guests: Dr. Rob Watson, School Administrators of Montana (SAM); Mr. 
Larry Crowder, Montana Rural Education Association; Ms. Kim Popham, Montana Federation of Public 
Employees (MFPE); Dr. Julie Murgel, OPI; Superintendent Sharyl Allen, Harrison Public Schools; Ms. Alie 
Wolf, OPI; Ms. Crystal Andrews, OPI; Ms. Kimberly Evans, OPI; Ms. Marie Judisch, OPI; Superintendent 
Paul Furthmyre, Montana School for the Deaf and Blind (MSDB); Ms. Jordann Lankford Forster, Chair, 
Montana Advisory Council for Indian Education (MACIE); Ms. Ashley Perez, OPI; Ms. Krystal Smith, OPI; 
Ms. Jenny Murnane Butcher, Montanans Organized for Education (MOFE); Ms. Trish Schreiber, Chair, 
Community Choice Schools Commission;  Mr. Rick Wootton, Attorney, OPI; Mr. Brenton Craggs, 
Attorney, OPI; Mr. Chad Vanisko, Agency Legal Services; Ms. Barb Quinn, OPI; Representative Lee 
Deming, HD 55; Mr. Patrick Cates, OPI; Assistant Superintendent Christy Mock-Stutz, OPI; Mr. Todd 
Hanson, 4 Poles Education Consulting Group; Ms. Madison Yerian, Montana Association of School 
Psychologists, (MASP); Ms. Kristen Gyapay, MASP; Ms. Shawna Rader Kelly, MASP; Dr. Brittany 
Lewno-Dumdie, MASP; Ms. Sara Novak, SAM; John Sonju, Opportunity Solutions Project; Ms. Isabelle 
Welch, ABCTe; Ms. Jessie Luther, Taylor Luther Group; Ms. Sheridan Johnson, Montana Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Dr. Rob Watson gave public comment regarding the graduation requirements in ARM 10.55.905, 
specifically related to the Financial Literacy requirements. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

Board member Quinlan moved to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion 
seconded by Board member Slinger. 
 

  No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
    
ADOPT AGENDA 
 

Board member Rasmussen moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion 
seconded by Board member Schmidt. 
 

  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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 REPORTS – Dr. Tim Tharp (Items 1-6) 
    

Item 1   CHAIRPERSON REPORT  
   Dr. Tim Tharp 
Chair Tharp welcomed Board member Schmidt who introduced herself to the Board.  Chair Tharp pointed 
members to the Committee Assignment list contained in the agenda packet and directed any questions 
regarding the assignments to the Chair and discussed meetings he has attended since the January 2024 
Board of Public Education (BPE) meeting. 
 
Item 2   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT  
   McCall Flynn 
Ms. McCall Flynn gave an update on the previous week’s meetings of the Education Interim Committee 
and Education Interim Budget Committee and presentations she made to the committees.  Ms. Flynn 
discussed ongoing work pertaining to the Public Charter Schools, Community Choice Schools 
Commission, and Early Literacy Targeted Interventions, discussed rulemaking the Board will be reviewing 
and approving at the meeting, and gave an update on HB 338 pertaining to Indian Education for All 
(IEFA).  Ms. Flynn answered Board members’ questions. 
 
Item 3   STATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

State Superintendent Elsie Arntzen, Assistant Superintendent Christy 
Mock-Stutz 

Ms. Mock-Stutz reviewed the State Superintendent’s report highlighting “Figure it Out”, a new program 
that assists student leaders resolve issues at their schools, and an update on the Teacher Residency 
Program, before turning the report over to OPI staff for updates. Superintendent Arntzen joined the 
meeting and answered Board members’ questions. 
 
Assessment Update: Ms. Marie Judisch presented an overview of work pertaining to Assessment. 
 
MAST Update: Ms. Krystal Smith gave an update from the MAST Summit and reviewed next steps for 
implementation before answering Board members’ questions.  Dr. Julie Murgel answered questions 
regarding the MAST assessment as it pertains to accreditation at the state and federal levels. 
 
Federal Update: Dr. Julie Murgel announced the date schools will receive their state report card and 
when it will be made public before reviewing an amendment to the Rigorous Action Plan.  Dr. Murgel 
stated the OPI will be assisting schools with the amendment before providing an update regarding the 
Federal Waiver. 
 
Accreditation Update: Ms. Crystal Andrews updated the Board on the status of the new Accreditation 
process and answered Board members’ questions. 
 
School Nutrition Programs Annual Report: Ms. Alie Wolf presented the 2023 School Nutrition 
Programs Annual Report providing an overview of the program and highlighting statistics from the report. 
Board members commended OPI on the report and Ms. Wolf answered Board members’ questions.   
 
Content Standards Revisions Update: Ms. Marie Judisch presented an update on the content 
standards revisions referencing the OPI website where information on the revisions process is posted 
before reviewing where each content area is in the revisions process. Dr. Murgel provided an update on 
the financial literacy crosswalk which will list where course codes are located in various subject matter 
areas. 
 
Data Modernization Update: Ms. Ashley Perez gave an update on the progress of the Data 
Modernization Project and answered Board members’ questions. 
 
Item 4 COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION’S REPORT  
   Dr. Angela McLean 
Dr. Angela McLean discussed work at the Commissioner’s Office pertaining to the Public Charter Schools 
and how post-secondary can partner with the charter schools to offer student support as those students 
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enter post-secondary education. Dr. McLean provided an update on the GEAR UP Grant, Educational 
Talent Search Grant, and Educational Opportunity Center Grant, describing how each program interfaces 
with college access programs.  Dr. McLean concluded her report with a review of the changes to the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid form. 
 
Item 5   GOVERNOR’S OFFICE REPORT  
   Dylan Klapmeier 
Mr. Dylan Klapmeier welcomed Board member Schmidt before reviewing statewide travels the Governor 
has completed meeting with Career and Technical Education teachers and students.  Mr. Klapmeier 
highlighted the previous week’s meetings of the Education Interim Committee, Education Interim Budget 
Committee, and the Board of Regents’ meeting, and thanked the Board for their work implementing 2023 
Legislation. Mr. Klapmeier reviewed work done by the Education Workforce and Data Governance Board 
and the Montana Digital Academy Board before answering Board members’ questions. 
 
Item 6   STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  
   Gavin Mow 
Mr. Mow welcomed Board member Schmidt then discussed the completion of a field test for the 
Statewide Student Survey to be conducted in April.  Mr. Mow reviewed sample questions and responses 
from the field test for the Board and answered Board members’ questions surrounding the survey and 
how results will be shared.  Ms. Flynn noted that Mr. Mow will be serving a second term as Student 
Representative to the Board. 
 

 MSDB LIAISON – Renee Rasmussen (Item 7) 
 
Item 7   MSDB REPORT  
   Paul Furthmyre 
Superintendent Furthmyre welcomed Board member Schmidt and extended an invitation to visit the 
MSDB, given her close proximity to Great Falls, then reviewed the action items for the Board to consider, 
and discussed the recruitment and retention issues MSDB is experiencing and possible solutions.  
Superintendent Furthmyre answered Board members’ questions surrounding how the Board can support 
MSDB to find solutions to the recruitment and retention issues. 
    

Board member Rasmussen moved to approve the Out-of-State Travel requests for 
MSDB as listed in the agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Vice Chair Hedalen. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Board member Rasmussen moved to approve the personnel items for the MSDB as 
listed in the agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Board member Slinger. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Board member Rasmussen moved to approve the MSDB School Calendar as listed 
in the agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Board member Rasmussen moved to approve the 2nd reading of MSDB policies 
1513 and 1700.  Motion seconded by Board member Schmidt. 
 
Question from Chair Tharp regarding the Title IX coordinator position at MSDB. 

 
  No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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 MACIE LIAISON – Susie Hedalen (Item 8) 
  
Item 8 MACIE REPORT  
 Jordann Lankford Forster 
Ms. Jordann Lankford Forster presented the MACIE report reviewing the March 7th meeting and work 
completed by the Council during the meeting, including an update on the Yellow Kidney lawsuit.  Ms. 
Lankford Forster discussed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) presented to her by the OPI 
regarding funding for MACIE before requesting approval by the Board for the nomination for the 
Chippewa Cree position. 
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to approve the nomination of Jeremy McDonald as the 
Chippewa Cree Tribal Representative to MACIE.  Motion seconded by Board 
member Rasmussen. 
 
Chair Tharp congratulated Mr. McDonald on the recent Box Elder basketball state 
championship and noted his excellent leadership in the education community. 

 
  No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Lankford Forster discussed a newly formed subcommittee and work the subcommittee will be 
considering regarding the IEFA funding spectrum and reviewing MACIE goals. 
 
Dr. McLean thanked MACIE for including the Montana University System in their work. 
 

 CHARTER COMMITTEE – Madalyn Quinlan (Items 9-10) 
 
Item 9 UPDATE ON COMMUNITY CHOICE SCHOOLS COMMISSION  
 Trish Schreiber 
Ms. Trish Schreiber gave an update on work the Commission has completed since the Community 
Choice Schools Act went into effect on July 1, 2023, including establishing the Commission, creating  
Bylaws, training the Commission has received, and presentations heard by the Commission.  Ms. 
Schreiber discussed donations the Commission has received to reimburse members and pay for 
functions of the Commission, work the Commission will be doing moving forward, and work the BPE staff 
has completed and continues to do on behalf of the Commission.  Ms. Schreiber thanked BPE staff for 
their work supporting the Commission. 
 
Item 10   UPDATE ON PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS  
   McCall Flynn 
Ms. Flynn gave an update on work pertaining to the Public Charter Schools that has been completed 
since the January 2024 BPE meeting including signing an agreement with SchoolWorks to support the 
Board in developing the contract for the Public Charter Schools, and the revision process for the contracts 
based on feedback from schools and school business officials before the final contract was complete.  
Ms. Flynn thanked the school districts for the work they did to turn the contracts around quickly, then 
reviewed the BPE Special meeting held February 28, 2024 when the contracts were approved.  Ms. Flynn 
discussed next steps in the process including working with schools and school business officials to 
determine what information the quarterly financial reports will contain, and work the Board needs to 
complete for the next application process.  Ms. Flynn reviewed the funding and how the BASE Aid money 
will flow to schools this fall, and the ANB money the following year. Chair Tharp asked Board members to 
review the application and consider where changes may be necessary. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Todd Hanson gave public comment regarding the next application cycle for Public Charter Schools. 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Susie Hedalen (Items 11-17) 
 
Item 11 NOTICE OF THE SURRENDER OF BPE CASE #2024-01  
 Rick Wootton, OPI Legal Counsel 
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Mr. Rick Wootton presented a surrender in BPE Case #2024-01, received after the Superintendent 
requested revocation. 
 
Item 12 NOTICE OF THE SURRENDER OF BPE CASE #2024-02  
 Rick Wootton, OPI Legal Counsel 
Mr. Rick Wootton presented a surrender in BPE Case #2024-02, received after the Superintendent 
requested revocation. 
 
Item 13 ACTION ON HEARING OF BPE CASE #2023-08, RAUSCH  
 Chad Vanisko, ALSB Legal Counsel 
Mr. Brenton Craggs noted the Board conducted an Initial Review of this case at the January 2024 BPE 
meeting then presented an affidavit of surrender to the Board received by OPI on Friday, March 15, and a 
request for a Motion to Dismiss. 
 

 Vice Chair Hedalen moved to approve the Motion to Dismiss due to surrender in 
BPE Case #2023-08, Rausch.  Motion seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

 
 Chair Tharp noted the surrender is conditional and that if the conditions are met by 

the educator they may reapply for licensure in the future. 
 
 No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ms. Crystal Andrews discussed the reporting process when disciplinary action is taken against an 
educator’s license and how that is reflected in the national database. 

 
Item 14 ACTION ON MOTION TO DISMISS BPE CASE #2022-13, HARNING  
 Brenton Craggs, OPI Legal Counsel 
Mr. Brenton Craggs noted the Board conducted an Initial Review at the January 2024 BPE meeting, and 
that the educator has since submitted an affidavit of surrender.  Mr. Craggs requested the Board approve 
the Motion to Dismiss.  
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to approve the Motion to Dismiss due to surrender in 
BPE Case #2022-13, Harning.  Motion seconded by Board member Rasmussen. 

 
 No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Item 15 ACTION ON AND RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED ON 
REVISIONS TO ARM TITLE 10, CHAPTER 57, EDUCATOR LICENSURE 
STANDARDS  

   Susie Hedalen 
Ms. Flynn reviewed the process of receiving public comments and compiling them into the document in 
the packet. She highlighted the process for responding to comments, and how the Board’s responses 
may impact the language in the administrative rules prior to adoption by the Board. 
 
10.57.102 DEFINITIONS 
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to disagree with Comment 1.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Rasmussen. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen stated that this language aligns with accredited specialist 
programs for school counselors and approved preparation programs for 
educators.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

10.57.425 CLASS 5 PROVISIONAL LICENSE ENDORSEMENT 
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to disagree with Comment 2.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Quinlan. 
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Vice Chair Hedalen stated the provisions for receiving a Class 5 Provisional 
License for school counselors is outlined in 10.57.435. Discussion regarding the 
proposed revision related to the comment. 

 
  No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
10.57.432 CLASS 5 PROVISIONAL LICENSE – SPECIALIST ENDORSEMENT 
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to disagree with Comment 3 and agree with Comment 4.  
Motion seconded by Board member Rasmussen. 

 
Board member Rasmussen discussed how changing this rule could remove people 
who are already in the middle of obtaining licensure via this process. 
 
Chair Tharp concurred with Board member Rasmussen’s comment. 
 
Board member Schmidt asked if agreeing with Comment 4 is watering down the 
qualifications.  
 
Ms. Sara Novak addressed Board member Schmidt’s question specific to a Class 5 
license that an individual is receiving education and supervision while working to 
obtain full licensure. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen noted that revising the rules was not intended to water down 
qualifications. 
 
Ms. Madison Yerian spoke in opposition to the proposed revisions. 
 
Ms. Kirsten Gyapay spoke in opposition to the proposed revisions. 
 
Ms. Shawna Rader Kelly, spoke in opposition to the proposed revisions.  
 
Dr. Julie Murgel clarified that the rule under consideration is specific to a Class 5 
Provisional License only and that the requirements to obtain Class 6 licensure are 
not being changed. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen expressed appreciation for the school psychologists who 
spoke and clarified that this discussion is specifically related to Class 5 
Provisional Licenses. 
 
Dr. Brittany Lewno-Dumdie, School Psychologist and President of MASP, spoke in 
opposition to the proposed revisions. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen noted she has spoken with the school psychologists that she 
works with and noted the critical component that school psychologist fill, and 
specified the rule under consideration is specific to the Class 5 Provisional 
License only. 
 
Board member Rasmussen also stated her appreciation for the work done by 
school psychologists and that the proposed revisions are not changing the 
courses required for licensure but will allow someone enrolled in a program to 
obtain provisional licensure which is a better fit that an Emergency Authorization.  
Board member Rasmussen stated that the proposed rules allow flexibility for 
districts. 
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Board member Schmidt stated she is aware of the shortage of school 
psychologists, but the proposed revisions don’t address the real mental health 
situations that families and students are facing. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen asked if there are parameters in place for a school 
psychologist to offer a mental health assessment. 
 
Ms. Sara Novak responded that individuals must have specific certifications before 
assessing a student, and stated Federal requirements pose limitations as well. 
 
Ms. Shawna Rader Kelly noted there is nothing in law that dictates what someone 
with a Class 5 Provisional License can do compared to someone with a Class 6 
Specialist License.  Ms. Rader Kelly noted that obtaining insurance by the Class 5 
Licensee may be difficult and may put the individual at a potential risk for liability. 
 
Vice Chair Hedalen reflected on a presentation by the University of Montana Safe 
Schools Coalition regarding suicide prevention, and that Montana has a ‘hold 
harmless’ law on the books. 
 
Chair Tharp clarified the proposed revisions under consideration. 
 
No further discussion.  Motion passed with Board member Schmidt dissenting. 

 
10.57.434 CLASS 6 SPECIALIST LICENSE – SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 
Board member Quinlan asked if there are other national accreditation bodies, and Ms. Shawna Rader 
Kelly noted that the Council for Higher Education Accreditation is the accrediting body over MASP, and 
the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation(CAEP) is also an accrediting body.  Ms. Rader 
Kelly expressed the concerns MASP has with the reduction of hours of internship and the approved 
specialist program versus NASP accredited specialist program.  Dr. Murgel addressed those concerns by 
stating that multiple bodies can accredit a program and that makes it an approved program. Chair Tharp 
noted this follows other language throughout the rule, and Ms. Flynn clarified the proposed revisions by 
reading the existing language that is not changing and stated that the proposed revisions offer an 
additional pathway to licensure.   
 

Vice Chair Hedalen moved to disagree with Comment 5 and agree with Comment 6.  
Motion seconded by Board member Rasmussen. 
 
Chair Tharp noted that by reviewing the existing language that is not being 
changed, the proposed revisions offer an additional pathway to licensure for 
potential school psychologists. 
 
Board member Rasmussen asked for a report in the future with the number of 
licenses granted under the new rule. 
 
No further discussion.  Motion passed with Board member Schmidt dissenting. 

 
Item 16 REVIEW DRAFT COUNCIL FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF EDUCATOR 

PREPARATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  
 Dr. Julie Murgel 
Dr. Julie Murgel presented the draft MOU for CAEP and reviewed the Montana Educator Preparation 
Programs that participate in CAEP accreditation and when their reviews will take place.  The Board will 
act on the MOU at their May meeting. 
 
Item 17 ACTION ON THE SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION TO INITIALLY 

APPROVE ABCTe AS AN ALTERNATIVE TEACHER CERTIFICATION AND 
ENDORSEMENT PROGRAM  

 Dr. Julie Murgel and Crystal Andrews 
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Dr. Murgel reviewed the process the OPI conducted to review the ABCTe program prior to bringing the 
request to the Board for approval.  After the January 2024 BPE meeting when the Board decided to delay 
approving ABCTe until the March 2024 BPE meeting, the OPI Licensure Committee and ABCTe met with 
the Governor’s office to review the program.  Dr. Murgel noted the request is to initially approve ABCTe 
for two years, and to come to the Board with a report in the interim for a review of the program. 
 
Ms. Isabelle Welch, Director of Governmental Affairs for ABCTe, gave a presentation based upon 
questions from Board members at the January 2024 BPE meeting, highlighting the pedagogy required for 
completion, how content standards are aligned with national standards and corresponding PRAXIS 
exams, and clarified the requirements for the Special Education and Reading endorsements. OPI 
completed a crosswalk of ABCTe’s Special Education Program and Reading Program and found they 
align with or are in excess of Montana’s requirements for those content areas.  Ms. Welch discussed the 
legislation passed in 2023 which allows alternative teacher training programs in Montana and stated that 
ABCTe offers an alternative pathway to licensure for teachers and requested the Board approve ABCTe 
as an alternative educator preparation program in Montana.  Ms. Jessie Luther introduced herself and 
offered letters of support from Representative Fred Anderson and Senator Dan Salomon. 
 
Chair Tharp stated that he spoke with colleagues in North Dakota who have hired teachers trained by 
ABCTe and that he specifically asked them about concerns the Board has with the lack of student 
teaching experience.  Chair Tharp stated that the administrators he spoke with noted that while it was a 
concern, it was not a deal breaker, and that any issues have been overcome by utilizing a strong 
mentorship program. Dr. Tharp stated each administrator he spoke with was pleased with hiring ABCTe 
trained educators.  Board member Slinger commended Ms. Andrews and Dr. Murgel for the comparison 
between ABCTe standards and Montana standards and stated he is comfortable supporting the program.   
 
 Vice Chair Hedalen moved to approve the Board Licensure Committee’s 

recommendation to initially approve ABCTe until January 2026 and allow them to 
offer the following endorsements: Math 5-12, Sciences 5-12, English 5-12, History 
5-12, Elementary Education K-8, and Special Education K-12, and require a report 
be filed with the Board in January 2025.  Motion seconded by Board member 
Slinger. 

 
 Board member Quinlan asked members of the Licensure Committee what the 

considerations surrounding the Reading endorsement were. Dr. Murgel clarified 
that the concern surrounds the Reading Specialist piece, and that although the 
Reading endorsement aligns with Montana standards, the specific coaching 
instruction was not in alignment, which is an important part of the Reading 
Specialist endorsement in Montana. 

 
 Board member Schmidt asked if approving ABCTe prohibits the Board from 

operating with other alternative programs.  Ms. Flynn noted that it does not 
prohibit the Board from entering into agreements with other programs. 

 
 Vice Chair Hedalen noted that the Sprint Degree Program the University System is 

working on would be an example of an alternative program within Montana. 
 
 Dr. McLean asked if data can be collected and reported separately from the 

Montana institutions, and Dr. Murgel clarified the data would be collected and 
reported separately per Title II reporting requirements. 

 
 Dr. McLean inquired when the Board will expect a report from ABCTe, and Vice 

Chair Hedalen noted that the report will be expected in January 2025. 
 
 Board member Rasmussen asked for the cost of a degree with ABCTe, and Ms. 

Welch answered approximately $1900. 
 
 Ms. Kim Popham gave public comment in opposition to the approval of ABCTe. 
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 Mr. John Sonju spoke in support of ABCTe. 
 
 Ms. Sheridan Johnson spoke in support of the approval of ABCTe. 
  
 Ms. Jenny Murnane Butcher spoke in opposition to the approval of ABCTe 

specifically in the areas of Special Education. 
  
 Board member Quinlan asked if other states had concerns about violating federal 

requirements surrounding special education.  Ms. Welch answered that no other 
state has had any federal violations and that over 1,500 teachers have been 
certified in Special Education through ABCTe and are employed across the 
country. 

 
 Board member Schmidt asked if ABCTe Special Education standards met Montana 

standards and Dr. Murgel answered they are, in some cases, stronger. 
 
 Chair Tharp restated the motion. 

 
 No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Tim Tharp (Item 18) 

 
Item 18 INFORMATION ON K-12 PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR FISCAL YEAR  
   Barbara Quinn 
Ms. Barbara Quinn presented the proposed K-12 payment schedule to the Board. The Board is 
scheduled to act upon the payment schedule at the May 2024 BPE meeting. 
 

 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE – Renee Rasmussen (Items 19-20) 
 
Item 19 INITIAL REVIEW OF SUPERINTENDENT’S PROPOSED REVISIONS TO ARM 

TITLE 10, CHAPTER 56, ASSESSMENT STANDARDS  
   Dr. Julie Murgel and Marie Judisch 
Dr. Julie Murgel presented the proposed revisions to the Assessment Standards for the Board and 
reviewed each proposed revision and answered members questions. 
 
Item 20 ACTION ON THE PROPOSED NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND TIMELINE 

PERTAINING  TO RULEMAKING IN ARM TITLE 10, CHAPTER 56, 
ASSESSMENT STANDARDS, AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF THE NOTICE 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE MONTANA 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER  

   Renee Rasmussen 
 

Board member Rasmussen moved to approve the Notice of Public Hearing and 
Timeline pertaining to rulemaking in ARM Title 10, Chapter 56, Assessment 
Standards allowing Director Flynn to make technical and grammatical changes as 
necessary and authorized filing of the notice with the Secretary of State for 
publication in the Montana Administrative Register.  Motion seconded by Board 
member Schmidt. 
 
Board member Quinlan stated her concerns with striking “single assessment 
system”. 
 

  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Madalyn Quinlan (Items 21-26) 
 
Item 21 INFORMATION ON PROPOSED PRAXIS TEST SCORE FOR SPECIAL 

EDUCATION  
   Crystal Andrews 
Ms. Crystal Andrews presented the proposed PRAXIS test score for Special Education.  The current 
Special Education test 5354 will expire and the state will need to approve test 5355.  The test is currently 
under review by the PRAXIS Working Group and will next be reviewed by the Montana Council of Deans 
of Education.  This will be an action item at the May 2024 BPE meeting. 
 
Item 22 ACTION ON GRASS RANGE ANNUAL REPORT PERTAINING TO THE 

MONTANA ADVANCED OPPORTUNITY GRANT PROGRAM  
   Krystal Smith 
Ms. Krystal Smith presented the Grass Range Annual Report for the Advanced Opportunity Grant which 
had not been received by the January 2024 BPE meeting.  Ms. Smith noted she received the Annual 
Report from Grass Range and is recommending the Board approve the report to qualify their Advanced 
Opportunity Grant. 
 

Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Grass Range Annual Report 
pertaining to the Advanced Opportunity Grant Program.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Slinger. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Item 23 ACTION ON THE NOTICE OF ADOPTION PERTAINING TO THE 

AMENDMENT OF ARM, TITLE 10, CHAPTER 53, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY STANDARDS, AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF THE NOTICE 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER  

   Madalyn Quinlan 
 

Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Notice of Adoption pertaining to the 
amendment of ARM Title 10, Chapter 53, English Language Proficiency Standards, 
and authorized filing of the notice with the Secretary of State’s office for 
publication in the Montana Administrative Register.  Motion seconded by Board 
member Rasmussen. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Item 24 ACTION ON THE NOTICE OF ADOPTION PERTAINING TO THE 

AMENDMENT OF ARM TITLE 10, CHAPTER 63, EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION STANDARDS AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF THE NOTICE WITH 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER  

   Madalyn Quinlan 
 

Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Notice of Adoption pertaining to the 
amendment of ARM Title 10, Chapter 63, Early Childhood Education Standards and 
authorized filing of the notice with the Secretary of State’s office for publication in 
the Montana Administrative Register.  Motion seconded by Board member Slinger. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Item 25 ACTION ON THE NOTICE OF ADOPTION PERTAINING TO THE ADOPTION 
OF ARM, TITLE 10, CHAPTER 54, EARLY LITERACY TARGETED 
INTERVENTION STANDARDS, AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF THE NOTICE 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER  

   Madalyn Quinlan 
Ms. Flynn reviewed the comment received for this proposal and thanked the Early Literacy Advisory 
Council for their work. 
 

Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Notice of Adoption pertaining to the 
adoption of ARM Title 10, Chapter 54, Early Literacy Targeted Intervention 
Standards, and authorized filing of the notice with the Secretary of State’s office 
for publication in the Montana Administrative Register.  Motion seconded by Board 
member Schmidt. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Item 26 ACTION ON THE APPROVED LIST OF SCREENING TOOLS PERTAINING TO 

THE TITLE 10, CHAPTER 54, EARLY LITERACY TARGETED INTERVENTION 
STANDARDS  

   Madalyn Quinlan 
Ms. Flynn directed Board members to the agenda packet for the statute requiring the Board approve the 
Early Literacy screening tools.  Ms. Flynn noted that districts are not required to use a screening tool from 
the approved list but will need to provide a justification for why they made the decision not to use an 
approved screening tool. 
 
Chair Tharp noted the approved list is not contained in rule and will be easier to revise if necessary.  
 

Board member Quinlan moved to approve the approved list of screening tools 
pertaining to the Title 10, Chapter 54, Early Literacy Targeted Intervention 
Standards.  Motion seconded by Board member Rasmussen. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS May 9-10, 2024 – Great Falls, MT 
MACIE Update 
Approve K-12 Schools Payment Schedule 
Assessment Update 
Accreditation Report 
Federal Update 
Content Standards Revision Update 
Executive Director Performance Evaluation 
 
Chair Tharp discussed the ongoing work for the Board regarding alternatives such as proficiency-based 
learning, charter schools, to name a few, and that the Board has learned there are new ways of doing 
things while maintaining high quality. 
 
Board member Slinger thanked OPI for their work. 
 
Dr. McLean spoke to her experience renewing her Educator License online and how well the process 
worked. 
 
Chair Tharp thanked all the educators across the state and the education partners for their work. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment was made. 
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ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 3:59 PM. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Board of Public Education is a Professional Development Unit Provider. Attending a Board of Public 
Education Meeting either in person or via Zoom may qualify you to receive professional development units. Please 
complete the necessary information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for professional development units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda. Items may be rearranged unless listed “time 
certain”. Public comment is welcome on all items listed as “Action” and as noted at the beginning and end of each 
meeting. 
 
The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an 
individual’s ability to participate in the meeting. Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests 
to the Board of Public Education as soon as possible prior to the meeting start date. You may write to: Kris Stockton, 
PO Box 200601, Helena MT, 59620, email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone at 406-444-0302. 
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