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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
May 15-16, 2025 

Montana School for the Deaf and Blind 
3911 Central Ave 

Great Falls, MT 59401 
 

 
Thursday, May 15, 2025 
8:30AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance led by MSDB Visually Impaired Students 
B. Roll Call 
C. Statement of Public Participation 
D. Welcome Visitors 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This time will be provided for public comment on items not listed on the agenda. This meeting is open to the public both in 
person and electronically. For those wishing to give virtual public comment, please contact bpe@mt.gov to request the Zoom 
link for the meeting. Members of the public who have joined virtually on Zoom may “raise their hand” at the appropriate time 
to participate after being recognized by the Board Chair. Members of the public who wish to share written public comment 
with the Board members must submit written public comment to the Executive Director at bpe@mt.gov no later than two 
(2) business days before the start of the meeting. Any written public comment received after this deadline will be shared 
with the Board members after the meeting. All written public comment will be included as part of the official public record. 
 
Action may be taken on any item listed on the Board agenda. Per §2-3-103, MCA, the Board encourages public comment on 
any item prior to Board final action. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – page #8 

(Items may be pulled from Consent Agenda upon request) 
 

A. March 5, 2025 and March 11-12, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
B. Financials 

   
ADOPT AGENDA 
 
BASICS OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE – Jennifer St. Pierre, ASL Mentor 
 

 REPORTS – Dr. Tim Tharp (Items 1-5) 
    

Item 1   CHAIRPERSON REPORT – 15 Minutes, page #26 
   Dr. Tim Tharp 
      
Item 2   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – 15 Minutes, page #27 
   McCall Flynn 
 
Item 3   STATE SUPERINTENDENT REPORT – 1 Hour, page #28 
   State Superintendent Susie Hedalen 

• Teacher of the Year Introduction 
• Assessment Update and Information  
• MAST Update 
• MIC3 
• Graduation for Military Students and Native American Students 

mailto:bpe@mt.gov
mailto:bpe@mt.gov
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Item 4 COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION REPORT – 15 Minutes, page #39 
   Dr. Angela McLean 
 
Item 5   STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT – 15 Minutes, page #40 
   Gavin Mow 

• Recognition of Exiting Student Representative 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Tim Tharp (Item 6) 
 
Item 6   UPDATE ON MONTANA 250TH COMMISSION – 15 Minutes, page #41 
   Chris Averill 
 

 MSDB LIAISON – Lisa Schmidt (Item 7) 
 
Item 7   MSDB REPORT – 1 Hour, page #54 
   Paul Furthmyre 

• MSDB Foundation Memorandum of Understanding 
• MSDB Outreach Programming 
• Superintendent Updates 

 
   ACTION ITEMS: 

• Action on Out of State Travel Request 
• Action on Personnel Items 
• Action on MSDB/Golden Triangle Co-op  
• Action on MHSA Agreement 
• MFPE Local #4027 STARS Act Agreement 

 
***********************LUNCH WITH MSDB STAFF AND FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS*********************** 

**Lunch will be provided for Board members** 
 

 BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TOURS & ACTIVITIES 
 
1:00PM  GREAT FALLS CORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TOUR AND ROUDTABLE 

DISCUSSION 
   Morningside Elementary School 
   4119 7th Ave North, Great Falls, MT 
 
2:30PM   GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL ACTIVITY 
   Paris Gibson Education Center 
   2400 Central Ave, Great Falls, MT 
 
********************************************TIME CERTAIN AT 3:30PM******************************************** 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Items 8-10) 
 
Item 8 ACTION ON THE NOTICE OF SURRENDER AND MOTION TO DISMISS OF BPE 

CASE #2025-01, REGER – 5 Minutes, page #102 
 Katie Verderber 
 
Item 9 DISCUSSION ON THE COUNCIL FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF EDUCATOR 

PREPARATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – 15 Minutes, page #103 
 Dr. Julie Murgel 
 
Item 10 INFORMATION ON PRAXIS REGENERATED TEST REVIEW AND QUALIFYING 

SCORE FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION – 15 Minutes, page #108 
 Crystal Andrews 
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 ****************************************************CLOSED SESSION**************************************************** 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Tim Tharp (Item 11) 
 

Item 11   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION – 30 Minutes, page #114 
   Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
******************************************************OPEN SESSION****************************************************** 

 
 BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTIVITY 

 
4:30PM   BOWLING WITH MSDB COTTAGE STUDENTS 
   Mustang Center 
   Montana School for the Deaf and Blind 
 
RECESS  
 
Friday, May 16, 2025 
8:30AM 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance led by MSDB Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students 
B. Roll Call 
C. Statement of Public Participation 
D. Welcome Visitors 

 
BASICS OF WORKING VISUALLY IMPAIRED – Geri Darko, Orientation and Mobility Specialist  
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Tim Tharp (Item 12) 
 
Item 12   ACTION ON THE K-12 PAYMENT SCHEDULE – 15 Minutes, page #118 
   Paul Taylor 
 

 MACIE LIAISON – Julia Maxwell (Item 13) 
  
Item 13 MACIE REPORT – 30 Minutes, page #121 
 Jordann Lankford Forster 

• Review American Indian Student Achievement Gap Recommendations  
• Review IEFA Funding Recommendations 

 
 CHARTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Items 14-15) 

 
Item 14 UPDATE ON COMMUNITY CHOICE SCHOOLS COMMISSION – 15 Minutes, page 

#125 
   Cathy Kincheloe 
 
Item 15 REVIEW OF REVISED PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION AND 

EVALUATION CRITERIA – 15 Minutes, page #127 
   McCall Flynn 
    

 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE – Renee Rasmussen (Item 16) 
 
Item 16 ACTION ON THE SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION FOR A MODIFICATION 

TO THE SINGLE SYSTEM OF ALTERNATIVE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS – 15 
Minutes, page #142 

   Cedar Rose 
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 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Madalyn Quinlan (Items 17-21) 
  
Item 17 INFORMATION ON THE ACCREDITATION PROCESS AND FEEDBACK – 30 Minutes, 

page #146 
Crystal Andrews; Superintendent Elliott Crump, Shelby Public Schools; 
Superintendent Heather Jarrett, Reed Point Schools 

 
Item 18   ACTION ON ACCREDITATION THREE-YEAR CYCLES – 15 Minutes, page #149 
   Crystal Andrews  
 
Item 19 ACTION ON THE ACCREDITATION STATUS OF ALL SCHOOLS – 15 Minutes, page 

#152 
   Crystal Andrews  
 
Item 20  INITIAL REVIEW OF SUPERINTENDENT’S PROPOSED REVISIONS TO ARM TITLE 

10, CHAPTER 53, ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY CONTENT 
STANDARDS – 1 Hour, page #154 

   Marie Judisch 
 
Item 21 INFORMATION ON THE RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT INCREASING PK-12 

ATTAINMENT IN READING AND READING PROFICIENCY – 15 Minutes, page #247 
 McCall Flynn 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS July 16-18, 2025, Helena, MT 
Strategic Planning Meeting 
MACIE Update & Recommendation Work Session 
Reflection and Review of Chapter 56 Assessment Standards  
Review Public Charter School Annual Report (20-6-809, MCA) 
Assessment Update 
Federal Update 
OPI Staffing Report 
Accreditation Report 
Content Standards Revision Update 
Indian Education for All Report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This time will be provided for public comment on items not listed on the agenda. This meeting is open to the public both in 
person and electronically. For those wishing to give virtual public comment, please contact bpe@mt.gov to request the Zoom 
link for the meeting. Members of the public who have joined virtually on Zoom may “raise their hand” at the appropriate time 
to participate after being recognized by the Board Chair. Members of the public who wish to share written public comment 
with the Board members must submit written public comment to the Executive Director at bpe@mt.gov no later than two 
(2) business days before the start of the meeting. Any written public comment received after this deadline will be shared 
with the Board members after the meeting. All written public comment will be included as part of the official public record. 
 
ADJOURN 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Board of Public Education is a Professional Development Unit Provider. Attending a Board of Public Education Meeting either in 
person or via Zoom may qualify you to receive professional development units. Please complete the necessary information on the sign-in 
sheet if you are applying for professional development units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda. Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”. Public comment 
is welcome on all items listed as “Action” and as noted at the beginning and end of each meeting. 
 
The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an individual’s ability to 
participate in the meeting. Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the Board of Public Education as soon as 
possible prior to the meeting start date. You may write to Kris Stockton, PO Box 200601, Helena MT, 59620, kmstockton@mt.gov, 406-444-
0302. 

mailto:bpe@mt.gov
mailto:bpe@mt.gov
mailto:kmstockton@mt.gov
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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 5, 2025 

Zoom 
 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 
9:00 AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 00:00:15 
Chair Tharp called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  The Chair led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and Ms. 
Kris Stockton took Roll Call.  The Chair read the Statement of Public Participation and welcomed guests.  Guests 
online introduced themselves to the Board.   
 
Board members: Dr. Tim Tharp, Chair; Dr. Ron Slinger, Vice Chair; Ms. Madalyn Quinlan; Ms. Lisa Schmidt; Ms. 
Julia Maxwel.  Staff: Ms. McCall Flynn, Executive Director; Ms. Kris Stockton, Administrative Specialist.   
 
ADOPT AGENDA – 00:02:21 
 

Board member Quinlan moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Schmidt. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 CHARTER COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Item 1) 
    

Item 1 ACTION ON THE EXECUTION OF THE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACTS – 
00:02:46 

   Dr. Ron Slinger  
Ms. McCall Flynn explained the process for contracting with the Public Charter Schools noting that all contracts 
have been signed.  Ms. Flynn noted that all the schools plan to open in the fall of 2025 for the 2025-2026 school 
year. 
 

Vice Chair moved to approve the public charter school contracts for the five public charter 
schools approved by the Board of Public Education as noted in the agenda packet.  
Motion seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

 
Chair Tharp asked Ms. Flynn to describe how the schools are cooperating together to 
meet the reporting requirements.  Ms. Flynn explained that there has been a lot of 
coordination with School Business Officials for the financial reporting requirements and 
that additional best practices conversations may be done at a future conference. 

 
  No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
      
PUBLIC COMMENT – 00:09:20 
No public comment. 
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 9:11 AM. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Board of Public Education is a Professional Development Unit Provider. Attending a Board of Public Education 
Meeting either in person or via Zoom may qualify you to receive professional development units. Please complete the 
necessary information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for professional development units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda. Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”. 
Public comment is welcome on all items listed as “Action” and as noted at the beginning and end of each meeting. 
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The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an 
individual’s ability to participate in the meeting. Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the 
Board of Public Education as soon as possible prior to the meeting start date. You may write to: Kris Stockton, PO Box 
200601, Helena MT, 59620, email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone at 406-444-0302. 
 

 
 

mailto:kmstockton@mt.gov
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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 11-12, 2025 

East Helena High School, 227 Academy 
2760 Valley Dr 

East Helena, MT 
 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 
8:30 AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 00:01:05 
Chair Tharp called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  The Chair led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and Ms. 
Kris Stockton took Roll Call.  The Chair read the Statement of Public Participation and welcomed guests.  Guests 
in the audience introduced themselves to the Board. 
 
Board members: Dr. Tim Tharp, Chair; Dr. Ron Slinger, Vice Chair; Ms. Madalyn Quinlan; Dr. Hannah Nieskens; 
Ms. Lisa Schmidt; Ms. Julia Maxwell; Mr. Gavin Mow, Student Representative.  Ex Officio members: Dr. Angela 
McLean, Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE); State Superintendent Susie Hedalen, Office of 
Public Instruction (OPI); Mr. Dylan Klapmeier, Governor’s Office. Staff: Ms. McCall Flynn, Executive Director; Ms. 
Kris Stockton, Administrative Specialist; Ms. Julie Balsam, Accounting Technician; Ms. Cathy Kincheloe, Director 
of Planning, Community Choice Schools Commission.  Guests: Ms. Cedar Rose, OPI; Ms. Crystal Andrews, OPI; 
Ms. Marie Judisch, OPI; Ms. Carrie Kouba, OPI; Dr. Julie Murgel, OPI; Ms. Aislinn Brown, Board Legal Counsel, 
Agency Legal Services Bureau; Mr. Brenton Craggs, OPI; Ms. Tyler Capece, OPI; Superintendent Dan Rispens, 
East Helena Public Schools (EHPS); Ms. Jordann Lankford Forster, Chair, Montana Advisory Council on Indian 
Education (MACIE); Superintendent Casey Bertram, Bozeman School District; Superintendent Erik Wilkerson, 
Jefferson County School District; Dr. Daniel Sybrant, Cognia; Ms. Christy Mock-Stutz, OPI; Ms. Kristi Steinberg, 
University of Montana; Dr. Rob Watson, School Administrators of Montana; Ms. Shantel Niederstadt, OPI;  Ms. 
Barbara Jean (BJ) Paris, Cognia; Ms. Christine Emerson, OPI; Ms. Ashley McGrath; Mr. Erik Burke, Montana 
Federation of Public Employees (MFPE); Ms. Deborah Shinn, Marion Public Schools (MPS); Ms. Brenda Knoll, 
MPS; Ms. Alisa Jones, MPS; Ms. Tess Brist, MPS; Ms. Michelle Thompson, MPS; Ms. Carley Ervin, MPS; Mr. 
Brad Wever, Cognia. 
    
PUBLIC COMMENT – 00:04:19 
Dr. Rob Watson provided public comment related to the proposed Memorandum of Understanding with Cognia for 
joint school accreditation. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – 00:06:25 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion seconded 
by Board member Quinlan. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  
ADOPT AGENDA – 00:06:57 
 

Board member Schmidt moved to adopt the Agenda as presented.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Nieskens. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 REPORTS – Dr. Tim Tharp (Items 1- 6) 

    
Item 1   CHAIRPERSON REPORT – 00:07:19 
   Dr. Tim Tharp 
Chair Tim Tharp discussed activities and meetings he has participated in since the January Board meeting 
including his upcoming participation in an accreditation site visit to Clark County Public Schools in Las Vegas, OPI 
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groups he has participated in, and trainings he has conducted.  The Chair invited Superintendent Rispens for 
opening comments and the Superintendent welcomed the Board to East Helena High School and the 227 
Academy.  Superintendent Rispens discussed the tours of the Early Literacy Preschool classes and the 227 
Academy.  Chair Tharp welcomed Hannah Nieskens to the Board and Ms. Nieskens introduced herself.  Chair 
Tharp reviewed the new Committee Assignments to conclude his report. 
 
Item 2   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – 00:17:12 
   McCall Flynn 
Ms. McCall Flynn thanked Board members for their work and welcomed members to East Helena.  Ms. Flynn 
noted the Legislature is on transmittal break and that over 830 House bills and over 500 Senate bills have been 
introduced. Ms. Flynn spoke about the work she and the Board Legislative Committee have completed this 
session and reviewed bills the Board is tracking. Ms. Flynn thanked EHPS for inviting the Board and for the 
school tours. 
 
Item 3   STATE SUPERINTENDENT REPORT – 00:24:49 
   State Superintendent Susie Hedalen 
Superintendent Susie Hedalen welcomed the Board, congratulated Superintendent Nieskens as the newest 
Board member, and thanked Superintendent Rispens for hosting the Board. Superintendent Hedalen noted that 
she is working with Montana’s Congressional Delegation regarding the status of the Department of Education and 
that she will be traveling to Washington, DC for meetings to discuss funding and how the new processes will 
work.  The Superintendent reviewed bills the OPI is tracking or supporting and thanked the Board and OCHE for 
their partnerships before answering Board members’ questions.  
 
Assessment Update and NAEP Overview:  Ms. Cedar Rose presented the Assessment Update and reviewed the 
results of the most recent MAST testlets given in Window 2 and answered Board members’ questions.  Ms. 
Shantel Niederstadt presented the National Assessment of Educational Progress Overview and answered Board 
members’ questions. 
 
Federal Report: Ms. Carrie Kouba presented the Federal Report and noted changes at the Federal level the OPI 
is monitoring and answered Board members' questions. 
 
Accreditation Report: Ms. Crystal Andrews presented the Accreditation Report and shared comments from 
schools regarding the Accreditation process for this year.  Board members complimented Ms. Andrews on the 
success of the new Accreditation process. 
 
Content Standards Revision Update:  Ms. Marie Judisch presented the Content Standards Revision Update and 
answered Board members’ questions. 
 
Annual School Food Services Report: Ms. Christine Emerson presented the Annual School Food Services Report 
and answered Board members' questions. 
 
Superintendent Hedalen concluded the report and noted that customer service hours of operation have been 
increased, and feedback has been positive. 
 
Item 4 COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION REPORT – 02:01:36 
   Dr. Angela McLean 
Dr. Angela McLean thanked the Board and OPI for their partnership, welcomed Board member Neiskens, and 
reviewed legislation OCHE is tracking.   
 
Item 5   GOVERNOR’S OFFICE REPORT – 02:06:21 
   Dylan Klapmeier 
Mr. Dylan Klapmeier thanked EHPS for hosting the Board and welcomed Board member Neiskens. Mr. Klapmeier 
reviewed school visits and student events the Governor has hosted, a reception held for education stakeholders 
at the Governor’s home and bills the Governor’s Office is tracking.   
    
Item 6   STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT – 02:12:36 
   Gavin Mow 
Mr. Gavin Mow presented the results of the Student Survey he conducted and answered Board members’ 
questions. 
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 MACIE LIAISON – Julia Maxwell (Item 7) 
  
Item 7 MACIE REPORT – 02:28:48 
 Jordann Lankford Forster  
Ms. Jordann Lankford Forster presented the MACIE report and highlighted the February MACIE meeting, 
meetings and conferences she has attended, and announced her appointment to the American Commission on 
Civil Rights.  Vice Chair Slinger congratulated Ms. Lankford Forster on her appointment. 
 

 CHARTER COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Items 8-10) 
 
Item 8  UPDATE ON COMMUNITY CHOICE SCHOOL COMMISSION – 02:32:50 
  Cathy Kincheloe 
Ms. Cathy Kincheloe introduced herself to the Board as the Director of Planning for the Community Choice 
Schools Commission.  Ms. Kincheloe discussed the goals she has for her new position and discussed the recent 
oral arguments in the lawsuit pertaining to the Community Choice Schools Act.   
 
Item 9 ACTION ON THE BOZEMAN SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REQUEST 

FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE BOZEMAN ONLINE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL – 
02:36:53 

   Superintendent Casey Bertram, Bozeman School District 
Superintendent Casey Bertram presented a request for dissolution of the Bozeman Online Public Charter School 
and explained the reasons for the request. Superintendent Bertram answered Board members’ questions. 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the Bozeman School District Board of Trustees’ 
request for dissolution of the Bozeman Online Public Charter School.  Motion seconded by 
Board member Quinlan. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 10 ACTION ON THE JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES’ REQUEST FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE JEFFERSON ACADEMY 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL – 02:45:10 

   Superintendent Erik Wilkerson, Jefferson County School District 
Superintendent Erik Wilkerson presented a request for dissolution of the Jefferson Academy Public Charter 
School and explained the reasons for the request. Superintendent Wilkerson answered Board members’ 
questions. 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the Jefferson County School District Board of 
Trustees’ request for dissolution of the Jefferson Academy Public Charter School.  Motion 
seconded by Board member Schmidt. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Madalyn Quinlan (Item 11) 
 

Item 11   JOINT ACCREDITATION PROPOSAL WORK SESSION – 02:47:32  
   Dr. Julie Murgel, OPI; Crystal Andrews, OPI; Daniel Sybrant, COGNIA 
Dr. Julie Murgel and Ms. Crystal Andrews explained what the joint accreditation process with Cognia would look 
and how OPI and Cognia would work together to jointly accredit Montana schools.  Dr. Daniel Sybrant and Ms. BJ 
Paris discussed how Cognia would work with OPI to jointly accredit schools that choose the joint process.  Board 
members asked questions of the group regarding the joint process.   

 
*******************************************TIME CERTAIN AT 3:15 PM******************************************** 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Items 12-13) 
 
Item 12 ACTION ON INITIAL REVIEW OF BPE CASE #2025-01, REGER – 06:46:30 
 Aislinn Brown 
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Mr. Brenton Craggs reviewed the request from Superintendent Hedalen for revocation of the educator license in 
BPE Case #2025-01. 
 
 Vice Chair Slinger moved the Initial Review of BPE Case #2025-01, Reger, be moved to a 

contested case hearing at the July 2025 Board of Public Education Meeting.  Motion 
seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

 
 Clarifying question from Board member Schmidt. 
 
 No further discussion.  Motion passed with Board member Schmidt dissenting. 
 
Item 13 ACTION ON CONTESTED CASE HEARING BPE CASE #2024-09, EVANS – 06:52:16 
   Aislinn Brown 
Ms. Aislinn Brown reviewed the process for the hearing.  Mr. Evans was available via Zoom and stated that it was 
his understanding that he was not allowed to have representation at the meeting.  Ms. Brown clarified that it was 
her recommendation that he should not have representation by anyone other than an attorney. 
 
Mr. Craggs presented a summary of the request from the Wolf Point School District for breach of contract by Mr. 
Evans and their request for the Board to issue Mr. Evans a letter of reprimand. 
 
Mr. Evans presented a summary of issues at the school that caused his resignation. 
 
Wolf Point High School Principal Kim Hanks was called as the first OPI witness, was sworn in, and was 
questioned by Mr. Craggs.  Mr. Evans cross examined Ms. Hanks. 
 
Wolf Point Elementary Principal Tara Thomas was called as the second OPI witness, was sworn in, and was 
questioned by Mr. Craggs.  No cross examination from Mr. Evans. 
 
Mr. Evans was called as the third OPI witness, was sworn in, confirmed he holds a Class 1 Montana Educator 
License and confirmed the expiration date and the SEID #, and was questioned by Mr. Craggs.   
 
Mr. Eric Peterson was called as the fourth OPI witness, was sworn in, and questioned by Mr. Craggs.  No cross 
examination from Mr. Evans. 
 
Dr. David Perkins was called as the fifth OPI witness, was sworn in and questioned by Mr. Craggs.  No cross 
examination from Mr. Evans. 
 
Mr. Evans explained that there are record keeping issues in the Wolf Point School District that caused him to take 
another job, and when he requested his personnel file his letter of resignation was not in it and that this is 
indicative of the systemic problems within the school district.  Mr. Evans stated that other staff have resigned after 
signing contracts with no disciplinary action and that he did not sign the contract.  Mr. Evans stated that there is 
no proper chain of command for the signing of the contracts. 
 
Mr. Craggs gave closing statements and requested a letter of reprimand be issued for breach of contract. 
 
Mr. Evans stated that without evidence he signed the contract that everything that has been said is conjecture. 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the request from the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction to issue a letter of reprimand to the educator in BPE Case #2024-09, Evans.  
Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 
 
Ms. Brown explained the repercussions of issuing a letter of reprimand. 
 
Ms. Crystal Andrews explained that a formal letter of reprimand is reported to the national 
database and that the letter of reprimand is on file for the educator.  Ms. Andrews 
confirmed that the letter itself is not uploaded to the national database, just a notation that 
a letter exists.  Another state agency would need to contact OPI for specific information. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Superintendent Hedalen stated that she would encourage school districts to have policies 
in place to cover instances such as this to protect the district. 

 
*****************************************************CLOSED SESSION***************************************************** 
The Board entered Executive Session at 4:20 PM. 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Tim Tharp (Items 14-15) 
 
Item 14   DISCUSSION OF YELLOW KIDNEY SETTLEMENT – 07:51:24 
   Aislinn Brown 
Ms. Aislinn Brown reviewed the proposed settlement agreement in the Yellow Kidney et al lawsuit and answered 
Board members’ questions. 
 
*******************************************************OPEN SESSION******************************************************* 
The Board ended Executive Session at 4:49 PM. 
 
Item 15   ACTION ON YELLOW KIDNEY SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT – 08:19:59 
   Dr. Tim Tharp 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the Yellow Kidney Settlement agreement as amended 
in Executive Session and authorize the Board Chair to sign on behalf of the Board.  Motion 
seconded by Board member Quinlan. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Meeting recessed for the day at 4:49 PM. 
 
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 
8:30 AM 
CALL TO ORDER 00:00:38 
Chair Tharp called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  The Chair led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and Ms. 
Kris Stockton took Roll Call.  The Chair read the Statement of Public Participation and welcomed guests.   
 
Board members: Dr. Tim Tharp, Chair; Dr. Ron Slinger, Vice Chair; Ms. Madalyn Quinlan; Dr. Hannah Nieskens; 
Ms. Lisa Schmidt; Ms. Julia Maxwell; Mr. Gavin Mow, Student Representative.  Ex Officio members: Dr. Angela 
McLean, OCHE; State Superintendent Susie Hedalen, OPI. Staff: Ms. McCall Flynn, Executive Director; Ms. Kris 
Stockton, Administrative Specialist; Ms. Julie Balsam, Accounting Technician.  Guests: Superintendent Paul 
Furthmyre, Montana School for the Deaf and Blind (MSDB); Ms. Tyler Capece, OPI; Ms. Crystal Andrews, OPI; 
Ms. Marie Judisch, OPI; Dr. Julie Murgel, OPI; Dr. Jason Neiffer, Montana Digital Academy; Ms. Christy Mock-
Stutz, OPI; Ms. Kristi Steinberg, University of Montana; Ms. Ashley McGrath; Dr. Daniel Sybrant, Cognia; Ms. BJ 
Paris, Cognia; Mr. Erik Burke, MFPE; Ms. Alisa Jones, MPS; Ms. Brenda Knoll, MPS; Ms. Michele Thompson, 
MPS; Ms. Deborah Shinn, MPS; Ms. Tess Brist, MPS; Ms. Carley Ervin, MPS; Superintendent Pete Joseph, 
Corvallis Public Schools; Ms. Rebecca Kaufmann. 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Tim Tharp (Item 16) 
 
Item 16 PRESENTATION ON ARITIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN EDUCATION – 00:02:26 
   Dr. Jason Neiffer 
Dr. Jason Neiffer presented a report on Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Education, how it is being used, different types 
of AI, and the pros and cons and challenges with Media Literacy due to AI.  Dr. Neiffer discussed the bill in the 
Legislature to fund opportunities at the Digital Academy for AI, before answering Board members’ questions. 
 

 MSDB LIAISON – Lisa Schmidt (Item 17) 
 
Item 17   MSDB REPORT – 00:34:51 
   Paul Furthmyre 
Superintendent Paul Furthmyre presented the MSDB report, reviewed the action items in the packet, discussed 
legislation that pertains to MSDB, Spring events at the school, and answered Board members’ questions before 
requesting approval of the action items. 
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Board member Schmidt moved to approve the MSDB Out of State Travel Requests as 
listed in the agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Vice Chair Slinger. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

Board member Schmidt moved to approve the MSDB Personnel Items as listed in the 
agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

Board member Schmidt moved to approve the 2nd Reading of the MSDB 2025-2026 School 
Calendar as listed in the agenda packet.  Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Dr. Ron Slinger (Items 18-20) 
 
Item 18 ACTION ON REGENERATED TEST REVIEW AND QUALIFYING SCORES – 01:05:55 
 Crystal Andrews 
Ms. Crystal Andrews presented the proposed regenerative tests and qualifying scores discussed at the January 
2025 Board meeting.  Ms. Andrews provided additional information regarding the Social Studies score as 
requested by the Board. 
  

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the regenerated test #5581 Social Studies and the 
qualifying score of 153.  Motion seconded by Board member Schmidt. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the regenerated test #5123 Family Consumer Science 
and the qualifying score of 153.  Motion seconded by Board member Quinlan. 

   
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve the regenerated test #5053 Technology Education 
and the qualifying score of 153.  Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 

 
  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Item 19 ACTION ON MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY SPECIAL EDUCATION 

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM – 01:09:15  
 Crystal Andrews  
Ms. Crystal Andrews reviewed the presentation from the January 2025 Board meeting and Ms. Leslie Rogers and 
Dr. Lauren Daivs from Montana State University thanked the Board for the review of the Special Education 
Certification Program and requested Board approval of the new program. 
 
 Vice Chair Slinger moved to approve Montana State University’s request to implement a 

Special Education Certificate Program.  Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 
 
 Board member Quinlan asked if the program was a separate degree program or part of the 

Elementary and Secondary degree program.  Ms. Rogers responded it is an optional part 
of either program allowing students to supplement their education. 

 
 Board member Quinlan asked how an educator who has a degree and currently teaching 

could add this to their license.  Ms. Rogers responded that is the next step once the 
program is approved. 

 
 Chair Tharp noted that a remote option would be preferred, and Ms. Rogers responded 

that will be considered. 
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 Mr. Erik Burke spoke in support of the program on behalf of MFPE. 
 
 No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 20 REVIEW DRAFT COUNCIL FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF EDUCATOR 

PREPARATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – 01:15:46 
 Crystal Andrews 
Ms. Crystal Andrews presented the draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Council for the 
Accreditation of Educator Preparation for one year and noted that the Board will act on the final MOU at the May 
Board meeting. Ms. Andrews answered Board members’ questions. 
 

 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Madalyn Quinlan (Items 21-24) 
 
Item 21 ACTION ON THE CORRECTIVE NOTICE OF ADOPTION PERTAINING TO THE 

ADOPTION, AMENDMENT, AND REPEAL OF ARM, TITLE 10, CHAPTER 53, 
MATHEMATICS CONTENT STANDARDS, AND AUTHORIZE FILING OF THE NOTICE 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER – 01:30:48 

 Madalyn Quinlan 
Ms. McCall Flynn explained the reason for the corrective notice and Ms. Marie Judisch provided additional 
information about the revisions. 
 
 Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Corrective Notice of Adoption pertaining to 

the adoption, amendment, and repeal of ARM Title 10, Chapter 53, Mathematics Content 
Standards, and authorize filing of the notice with the Secretary of State’s Office for 
publication in the Montana Administrative Register.  Motion seconded by Board member 
Nieskens. 

 
 No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 22 ACTION ON PROVISIONAL ACCREDITATION STATUS OPTION FOR PUBLIC 

CHARTER SCHOOLS – 01:35:04 
 Christy Mock-Stutz, Crystal Andrews 
Ms. McCall Flynn discussed work the Board and OPI have done with the Public Charter Schools, and Ms. Christy 
Mock-Stutz and Ms. Crystal Andrews reviewed the provisional accreditation status and timeline for Public Charter 
Schools.  Ms. Flynn noted that this option was given to all the Public Charter Schools and that the schools listed 
in the agenda packed opted to take advantage of the provisional status.  Superintendent Joseph discussed how 
this will work for the Rise Charter Schools in Corvallis.   
 
 Board member Quinlan moved to approve the State Superintendent’s recommendation for 

approval of provisional accreditation for: Billings Early College School, Billings 
Multilingual Academy High School, Billings Multilingual Academy Middle School, Billings 
Opportunity School, Rise Charter and Distance Learning Academy, and Rise Charter and 
Pathway Learning Academy.  Motion seconded by Vice Chair Slinger. 

 
 No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 23 ACTION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCEDURES AND SCHEDULES FOR 

JOINT ACCREDITATION – 01:43:22 
 Dr. Julie Murgel, Crystal Andrews 
Dr. Julie Murgel reviewed the discussion held the previous day regarding the proposed process for joint 
accreditation with Cognia and answered Board members’ questions. 
 
 Board member Quinlan moved to approve the establishment of procedures and schedules 

for joint accreditation.  Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 
 
 Superintendent Hedalen noted that she would like to ensure the process is streamlined 

and that a team at OPI will work to ensure there is no duplication. 
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 Chair Tharp concurred with the Superintendent and thanked the Superintendent for 
ensuring there is no duplication. 

 
 The Superintendent encouraged involvement in the Cognia review and asked for input of 

the six-year time frame.  Chair Tharp noted that discussion will take place in the next item. 
 
 Mr. Erik Burke spoke in support of the motion and thanked the Board, OPI, and Cognia for 

their work. 
 
 Superintendent Furthmyre spoke in support of the Cognia accreditation and his 

experience with the process at MSDB and as a member of the Cognia Board. 
 
 No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Item 24 ACTION ON THE COGNIA JOINT ACCREDITATION MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING – 02:05:54  
 Madalyn Quinlan 
Dr. Daniel Sybrant discussed the proposed MOU and the proposed timeframe for six years.  Dr. Sybrant noted 
that the timeframe offers security to schools and spoke to the value the accreditation process offers schools.  
Board member Quinlan noted several edits to the proposed document surrounding the six-year time frame.   
 
 Board member Quinlan moved to approve the Cognia Joint Accreditation Memorandum of 

Understanding with the addition of language to Section 1.5 to clarify state recognition of 
Cognia Accreditation and term of contract of six years, and period at the end of Section 
4.2.  Motion seconded by Board member Nieskens. 

 
 Board member Quinlan noted that Board member Nieskens is a new member of the Board 

Accreditation Committee and thanked her for her contributions. 
 
 Mr. Erik Burke spoke in support of the amended motion. 
 Superintendent Hedalen thanked the Accreditation Committee and the OPI team for their 

work. 
 
 Chair Tharp noted the importance of this decision and process moving forward. 
  
 No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. McCall Flynn reviewed the upcoming May Board meeting at MSDB. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS May 15-16, 2025, Great Falls, MT 
Student Representative Last Meeting & Recognition 
MACIE Update 
Action on K-12 Schools Payment Schedule 
Assessment Update 
Accreditation Update 
Action on CAEP MOU 
Federal Update 
Content Standards Revision Update 
Action on Accreditation Status of All Schools 
Executive Director Performance Evaluation 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 10:49 AM. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Montana Board of Public Education is a Professional Development Unit Provider. Attending a Board of Public Education 
Meeting either in person or via Zoom may qualify you to receive professional development units. Please complete the 
necessary information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for professional development units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda. Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”. 
Public comment is welcome on all items listed as “Action” and as noted at the beginning and end of each meeting. 
 
The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an 
individual’s ability to participate in the meeting. Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the 
Board of Public Education as soon as possible prior to the meeting start date. You may write to: Kris Stockton, PO Box 
200601, Helena MT, 59620, email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone at 406-444-0302. 
 

mailto:kmstockton@mt.gov
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Board of Public Education 

Public Comment 

March 2025 

 

1. Christine Lewanski 

Hamilton School District 

 

Hamilton School District has received correspondence from Cognia requesting that I share support for aligning 

OPI and Cognia Accreditation Standards for Cognia members.   

 

I can share that Hamilton School District is fortunate to carry Cognia accreditation and would appreciate 

having the two standards aligned to streamline the administrative process of submitting accreditation standards 

through OPI's portal and applying for Cognia accreditation, respectively. 

 

2. Megan Conrow 

Beaverhead County High School 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for aligning the OPI Accreditation and Cognia Accreditation for 

Cognia members schools. This alignment would eliminate duplicate requirements while maintaining rigorous 

standards for schools toward school improvement and self-reflection.  

 

Beaverhead County High School underwent the Cognia accreditation process last year, and we found it to be a 

very valuable framework for continuous improvement. Aligning these processes would allow schools to focus 

resources on student success rather than redundant reporting.  

 

I appreciate your consideration and encourage you to support this effort when it is brought before the Board of 

Public education. Thank you for your commitment to Montana's schools and students.  

 

3. Stephen Schreibeis 

Glendive Public Schools 

 

I am writing to express my support for aligning the OPI Accreditation and Cognia Accreditation processes for 

Cognia member schools. Our district has been engaged in both accreditation processes, and reducing 

duplication would allow us to focus more on meaningful school improvement rather than redundant reporting. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

4. Dave Thennis 

Stevensville Public Schools 

 

Effective procedures for school accreditation are critical to continuous improvement cycles in public schools. 

In the fall of 2022, the Stevensville School District initiated the Cognia Accreditation process, leading to 

important improvement efforts across our schools. The process revitalized collaboration and sparked 

curriculum, instruction, and assessment efforts. Additionally, our action plans improved relationships with all 

stakeholders.  

 

Specifically, Stevensville schools have implemented the Corwin PLC+ model to improve student learning, staff 

collaboration, and effective instruction. The Cognia Accreditation review exposed the need to evaluate 

curriculum and instruction as well as the importance of collaboration in addressing specific needs. After 

completing the Montana OPI Accreditation process in 2023-24 and continuing in 24-25 there is important 
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alignment between these two accreditation models. Both models emphasize the importance of a comprehensive 

needs assessment, stakeholder engagement, and the determination of prioritized educational outcomes.   

 

Both models are comprehensive, based on research, and focused on student learning. These systems compel 

districts to deeply evaluate and develop structures for evaluating curriculum and instruction. Most importantly, 

do current curriculum and instruction structures produce the desired results? Finally, the systems require the 

collection and evaluation of stakeholder perception data during the process.  

 

I’m writing to encourage continued efforts to align the Montana OPI and Cognia Accreditation processes for 

Cognia member schools. I believe these efforts will provide districts with systematic evaluative procedures for 

continued improvement.  

 

5. Larry Crowder 

Montana Rural Education Association 

 

The Montana Rural Education Association would like to voice its support for Cognia to be recognized as an 

alternative accreditation option for Montana public schools.   

 

Cognia has a longstanding reputation of quality and rigorous accreditation requirements for public schools that 

was separate and independent of the Montana Office of Public Instruction and the Montana Board of Public 

Education.  Cognia has now taken additional steps to develop a comprehensive crosswalk that coincides with 

every section of the framework of the accreditation process of the Montana Office of Public Instruction and the 

Board of Public Education for Montana public schools.   

 

Allowing Cognia as an accreditation option for public schools in Montana makes sense and we ask the Board 

of Public Education to approve this option. Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

 

6. William Ruff, EdD 

Healing through Education and Art for Resiliency Teaching (HEART) Project 

 

I have reviewed the Memo of Understanding outlining a partnership between Cognia and the Office of Public 

Instruction and, as a private citizen, urge your support for the partnership.  Cognia's accreditation process has 

been adopted by several states in the Northern Plains region as well as throughout the United States because it 

is a high-quality program focused on student learning, sound school governance and school improvement. 

Furthermore, the Cognia's accreditation process provides both a sound assessment system for schools to self-

evaluate as well as providing the guidance to school leaders, faculty, staff and school boards on how to use 

evidence-based processes in performing self-evaluations. School visits by Cognia accreditation teams validate 

the school's self-evaluation and assist schools in understanding appropriate evidence for demonstrating the 

quality of various core school programs as well as improving the shared understanding of the standards for 

quality schools and how to develop paths of improvement toward meeting or exceeding the accreditation 

standards.   

 

7. Keith Meyer 

Shodair Children’s Hospital 

 

As a board member of Montana Cognia and a former administrator with the Helena Public Schools I am in 

support of the alignment of the OPI Accreditation and the Cognia Accreditation Process for the Cognia 

Member Schools within our state.  Much time and effort has been given by many educators over the years to 

strengthen the accreditation process for our schools in Montana and to eliminate duplication.   



 

Subject: Letter of Support for the Memorandum of Understanding Between Cognia and the 
State of Montana 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) to express our 
strong support for the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Cognia, the 
Montana Board of Public Education, and the Montana Office of Public Instruction. This 
collaborative effort represents a significant step forward in promoting and ensuring quality 
education throughout Montana's K-12 educational system. 
 
As you are aware, the mission of Cognia is to foster improved educational performance and 
student outcomes through its evidence-based accreditation processes. Their commitment 
to continuous improvement and high standards aligns perfectly with our values at MTSBA. 
By ensuring that schools undergo rigorous accreditation reviews, we can help foster an 
environment of excellence and accountability that directly benefits our students and their 
learning experiences. 
 
Of particular significance to us is Section 1.5 of the MOU, which states, "The State will 
recognize accredited Cognia schools as accredited by the state of Montana. All 
Accreditation Reports will be provided to the State’s Accreditation Unit at the OPI for 
review." This recognition of Cognia-accredited schools by the state reinforces our unified 
approach to ensure that all schools in Montana are held to high standards of quality and 
accountability. By integrating Cognia’s accreditation system with our state’s recognition, 
we can streamline processes and ensure that our schools are not only striving for 
accreditation but are also receiving the necessary support and resources to succeed.  
 
In conclusion, the Montana School Boards Association fully supports the MOU between 
Cognia, the Montana Board of Public Education, and the Montana Office of Public 
Instruction. We believe this partnership will significantly enhance our state's accreditation 
practices and ultimately lead to improved educational outcomes for all Montana students. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lance Melton 
Executive Director 
Montana School Boards Association 
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51010 Board of Public Education
ORG Budget Summary by OBPP Prog, Source of Authority
Data Selected for Month/FY:    01 (Jul)/2025 through 11 (May)/2025

This report compares ORG Budgets (ORG_BD) to Actuals expended amounts

OBPP Program Subclass Acct Lvl 1 Acct Lvl 2 ORG Budget Actuals Amt A Accrual Amt ORG Bud Balance

01 K-12 EDUCATION 579,644.00 361,940.50 0.00 217,703.50

235H1 ADMINISTRATION 535,122.00 345,013.28 0.00 190,108.72
61000 Personal Services 344,866.00 250,149.71 0.00 94,716.29

61000 Personal Services 344,866.00 0.00 0.00 344,866.00

61100 Salaries 0.00 174,887.56 0.00 (174,887.56)
61300 Other Compensation 0.00 5,800.00 0.00 (5,800.00)

61400 Employee Benefits 0.00 69,462.15 0.00 (69,462.15)

62000 Operating Expenses 190,256.00 94,863.57 0.00 95,392.43

62000 Operating Expenses 190,256.00 0.00 0.00 190,256.00

62100 Other Services 0.00 15,072.63 0.00 (15,072.63)

62200 Supplies & Materials 0.00 3,420.97 0.00 (3,420.97)

62300 Communications 0.00 3,086.56 0.00 (3,086.56)
62400 Travel 0.00 28,504.06 0.00 (28,504.06)

62500 Rent 0.00 18,482.31 0.00 (18,482.31)
62700 Repair & Maintenance 0.00 3,822.22 0.00 (3,822.22)

62800 Other Expenses 0.00 22,474.82 0.00 (22,474.82)

235H4 SITSD RST 44,480.00 16,927.22 0.00 27,552.78
62000 Operating Expenses 44,480.00 16,927.22 0.00 27,552.78

62000 Operating Expenses 44,480.00 0.00 0.00 44,480.00

62100 Other Services 0.00 9,465.19 0.00 (9,465.19)

62200 Supplies & Materials 0.00 2,359.25 0.00 (2,359.25)

62300 Communications 0.00 5,102.78 0.00 (5,102.78)

235Z1 WORKERS COMP. REDUCTION 42.00 0.00 0.00 42.00
61000 Personal Services 42.00 0.00 0.00 42.00

61000 Personal Services 42.00 0.00 0.00 42.00

Grand Total 579,644.00 361,940.50 0.00 217,703.50

ORG Bud by OBPP Prog,Src Author 1 of 1



    REPORTS – (Items 1-5) 
 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
 

ITEM 1 
 
 

CHAIRPERSON REPORT 
 
 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 

  



ITEM 2 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
 

McCall Flynn 
 

  



ITEM 3 
 
 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT REPORT  
 

• Teacher of the Year Introduction 
• Assessment Update and Information 

• MAST Update 
• MIC3 

• Graduation for Military Students and Native 
American Students 

 
 

State Superintendent Susie Hedalen 
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May 2025 BPE 
Assessment Update 

 
2025-2026 Assessment Adjustments 

MAST 
• Testing Windows  

o Expanded to 8 weeks to allow for greater flexibility in administration. 
o Consistent opening date to retain alignment to the 2024-2025 school year. 
o Combining windows 3 and 4 to allow testlet administration later into the 

school year and flexibility for schools releasing for summer in May. 

 
 

• Testlet Score Reports  
o Moving from comparative performance bands to performance levels, 

providing a detailed description of skills and abilities at varying levels of 
performance. 

 
ACT  

• National ACT changes including reducing the overall number of questions and 
test length allowing more time per question. 

• Composite score will be calculated from English, math, and reading (science will 
be reported separately). 

 
ACCESS for ELLs 

• Moving testing window to start in January to focus on English Learner 
identification early in the year. 
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2024-2025 Monitoring & Support 
Site Visits:  

• Required as part of the Montana Comprehensive Assessment System 
(MontCAS) test administration activities to monitor adherence to test security and 
best practices (ESEA Section 1201 and ARM 10.56.103(1)). 

• Each district is monitored at least once within a seven-year period.  
• In the 2024-2025 school year, 60 districts were selected for monitoring of MAST, 

MSAA, AMSA, ACT, or ACCESS for ELLs assessments.  

 

Field Support: 
• District assessment support is available through the OPI Help Desk email and 

phone line, as well as direct emails to assessment specialists. 
• Since July 2024, over 3,500 support inquiries have been completed (as of April 

22, 2025). 
• Data on each inquiry including the assessment program, issue or topic, and 

security level, is collected for each case and analyzed for future training and 
monitoring purposes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10*2E56*2E103__;JSU!!GaaboA!o1qmvFgu07QwB2mb4GY1VLN8RcKluMB_Rwf69_iIZNz4PZr4vh_FLddk3exkQq7Xl_I2K9OsXHV2VSB-DX-CHuRm$
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Science CGSA Update  
 
Grant Overview:  

• Scaling Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (MAST) Assessment to 
Middle School Science (MAST Science) 

• $4,000,000 awarded in September 2024 through the Department of Education’s 
Competitive Grants for State Assessment.  

• Awarded based on the following priorities:  
o Absolute Priority 1: Measuring student academic achievement using 

multiple measures of student academic achievement from multiple 
sources and evaluating student academic achievement through the 
development of comprehensive academic assessment instruments (such 
as performance and technology-based academic assessments, computer 
adaptive assessments, projects, or extended performance task 
assessments) that emphasize the mastery of standards and aligned 
competencies in a competency-based education model 

o Competitive Priority 1: Supporting a Diverse Educator Workforce and 
Professional Growth to Strengthen Student Learning 

o Competitive Priority 2: Improving Assessment Scoring and Score 
Reporting. 

 
Grant Timeline:  

• 2024-2025: Framework Development  
o Engage stakeholders in developing initial testlet specifications and task 

models. 
o Finalize test development research agenda. 
o Develop items/tasks for small-scale pilot of grades 6-8. 

• 2025-2026: Small Scale Prototype Pilot 
o Complete and deliver initial testlet prototypes. 
o Launch introductory professional development for pilot participants. 
o Develop and refine score report prototypes and the scheduler tool for 

science. 
o Continue item/task development for grades 6-8 to prepare for the 

expanded pilot. 
• 2026-2026: Expanded Pilot 

o Pilot the testlets in grades 6-8 
o Launch a multi-session professional development program. 
o Refine testlets and reports based on stakeholder input. 
o Develop additional testlets across grades 6-8 to prepare for the 

operational field test. 
• 2027-2028: Operational Field Test 

o Conduct operational field test of grades 6-8 testlets in all districts. 
o Expand multi-session professional development with a train-the-trainer 

model. 
o Continue to refine testlets and reports based on stakeholder input. 
o Roll out communications strategy for statewide implementation. 
o Hold standard setting and performance level descriptor meetings. 
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Theory of Action Development: 
• Facilitated by the Center for Assessment 
• Task Force of Montana 14 educational stakeholders 
• Four virtual meetings (February 11, March 25, May 13, and May 15) 
• In-person convening held in Helena April 17-18 
• Finalized theory of action will inform assessment framework development 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Cedar Rose, Assessment Director 

cedar.rose@mt.gov 
 

 
 

 
 

 



What are some of the specific educational issues that the Compact 
addresses?

Enrollment

• Educational Records

• Immunizations

• Kindergarten & First Grade Entrance Age

Placement & Attendance

• Course & Educational Program Placement

• Special Education Services

• Placement Flexibility

• Absence Related to Deployment Activities

Eligibility

• Eligibility for Student Enrollment

• Eligibility for Extracurricular Participation

Graduation

• Waiving courses required for graduation if 
similar course work has been completed

• Flexibility in accepting state exit or end-
of-course exams, national achievement 
tests, or alternative testing in lieu of 
testing requirements for graduation in the 
receiving state

• Allowing a student to receive a diploma 
from the sending school instead of the 
receiving school

OUR MISSION 
Through the Interstate Compact, MIC3 addresses key educational 
transition issues encountered by children of military families.

M I L I TA RY  I N T E R STAT E  
C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O M PA C T  

C O M M I S S I O N

WHAT IS THE COMPACT?
The Compact deals with specific educational 
challenges of military children due to their 
frequent relocations. It allows for uniform 
treatment as military children transfer 
between school districts in member states. 

Note: The Compact applies to public schools, 
and through a Memorandum of Agreement, 
to U.S. Department of Defense Education 
Activity (DODEA) schools located within 
states and foreign countries.

To learn more about the 
Compact visit the Interstate 
Commission’s website at  
www.mic3.net.

STUDENTS COVERED UNDER THE 
COMPACT
Children of the following:

•  Active-duty members of the uniformed 
services, including members of the National 
Guard and Reserve on active-duty orders 
(Title 10)

• Members or veterans who are medically 
discharged or retired for one year

• Members who perish while on active duty, 
for a period of one year after death.

• Uniformed members of the Commissioned 
Corps of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and 
United States Public Health Services (USPHS)

STUDENTS NOT COVERED UNDER  
THE COMPACT
Children of the following:

• Inactive members of the National Guard and 
Reserves (Not Title 10)

• Members now retired or veterans other than 
those covered above

• Other Department of Defense personnel, 
federal agency civilians and contract 
employees not defined as active duty

• Members other than the uniformed 
personnel of NOAA and USPHS

MILITARY INTERSTATE 
CHILDREN’S COMPACT 

COMMISSION

1776 Avenue of the States  
Lexington, KY 40511 

859.244.8000  
www.mic3.net | mic3info@csg.org

Who do I contact in my state or 
school district to learn more about 
what is and is not covered in the 
Compact?

For a listing of State 
Commissioners visit  
mic3.net/interactive-map  
or scan the QR code.

Is there a person at the military 
installation who can help me 
understand the Compact issues 
and requirements for local school 
districts?

For a listing of School Liaisons 
visit www.mic3.net/school-
liaisons/ or scan the QR code.



 
 
2020-2021  Purple Star School Awards 
  
Loy Elementary School- Great Falls, MT 
North Middle School- Great Falls, MT 
C.M. Russell High School- Great Falls, MT 
Glacier High School- Kallispell, MT 
Valley Christian School- Missoula, MT 
 
 
2021-2022 Purple Star School Awards 
 
Flathead High School- Kalispell, MT 
Ben Steele Middle School- Billings, MT 
Townsend School District- Townsend, MT 
Great Falls Central Catholic High School- Great 
Falls, MT 
Holy Spirit Catholic School- Great Falls, MT 
Morningside Elementary School- Great Falls, 
MT 
 
 
2022-2023 Purple Star School Awards 
 
Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind- 
Great Falls, MT 
Early Learning Family Center- Great Falls, MT 
Chief Joseph Elementary School- Great Falls, 
MT 
Meadow Lark Elementary School- Great Falls, 
MT 
Great Falls High School- Great Falls, MT 
 
 
2023-2024 Purple Start School Awards 
 
Valley Christian School- Missoula, MT 
Washington Middle School- Glendive, MT 
Loy Elementary School- Great Falls, MT 
North Middle School- Great Falls, MT 
C.M. Russell High School- Great Falls, MT 
 
 
2024-2025 Purple Star School Awards 
 
Joliet Public Schools- Joliet, MT 
Holy Spirit Catholic School- Great Falls, MT 
Riverview Elementary School- Great Falls, MT 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 Purple Star Champions 
 
Kim Ray, Principal at Great Falls Public Schools 
Lt Col Joseph Ferda, Montana Air National 
Guard 
Hunter Jones, History Teacher at Will James 
Middle School  
 
 
 
 
 
2022-2023 Purple Star Champions 
 
Brian Holbein, Lt Col (Ret) JROTC Teacher at 
Great Falls Public Schools 
Michael Wonch, MSgt (Ret) JROTC Teacher at 
Great Falls Public Schools 
Col Christopher Karns, Mission Support Group 
Commander, 341st MW Malmstrom AFB 
 
 
 
 
2023-2024 Purple Star Champions 
 
Nick Budeski, Counselor at C.M. Russell High 
School, GFPS 
Jamie Williams, Librarian and Instructional 
Coach at C.M. Russell High School, GFPS 
Lisa Sapp, DAF School Liaison at Malmstrom  
 
 
2024-2025 Purple Star Champions 
 
Tara Murillo, Librarian at Chief Joseph 
Elementary School, GFPS 
Montana Johnson, Counselor at Morningside 
Elementary School, GFPS 
Mark Yaeger, Career Pathway Advisor at GFPS 

Montana Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission Award Recipients 



Purple Star Champion 
Designation Rules

The Montana Office of Public Instruction and the Montana Military Interstate Children’s 

Compact Commission is accepting Purple Star Champion nominations from August 1 to 

October 31. Award recipients will be announced in November.

The Purple Star School Champion designation is for military-friendly school administrators, 
educators, school staff, and community supporters that have shown a major commitment to 
military connected students and families. 

To be considered for the Purple Star Champion award, an individual must be nominated by a 
student, family member of a student, colleague, or superior for going above and beyond for our 
military-connected students and families. These school champions will be awarded the Purple 
Star Champion Award should they meet the following criteria. The Purple Star Advisory 
Subcommittee helps decide an individual’s eligibility for the award. 

CHAMPION AWARD CATEGORIES 

School Administrator 
• Including but not limited to:

o Superintendent(s)
o Principal(s)
o Coordinators(s)

 Educator 
• Including but not limited to:

o Teacher(s)
o Counselor(s)
o Coach(s)
o Librarian(s)
o Substitute Teacher(s)

School Support Staff 

• Including but not limited to:

o Office Administrator(s)
o Paraprofessional(s)
o Teacher Aide(s)
o Custodial Engineer(s)
o Lunchroom Attendant(s)



Purple Star Champion 
Designation Rules

Community Supporter 

o Advocate for Purple Star Schools and MIC3 within the surrounding community
(individual, business, committee, etc.)

QUALIFIERS 
• The “champion” must fall under one of the four award categories.
• The nomination must include an example of how the “champion” has gone above and

beyond for military-connected students and/or families

• The “educator” must be nominated by a parent, student, or colleague.
• Nominees should have had a positive impact on a military-connected student(s) and be

an example of service over self.
• Nominations need to include a testimony from the nominator



Purple Star School 
Designation Rules

The Montana Office of Public Instruction and the Montana Military Interstate Children’s 

Compact Commission is accepting Purple Star School Designation applications for from August 

to October . Award recipients will be announced in November.

The Purple Star School Designation for military-friendly schools recognizes schools that show a 
major commitment to students and families connected to our nation’s military. Schools that 
earn the award will receive a special Purple Star recognition to display onsite. 

A school will be honored with the Purple Star School Designation if it completes all 
the required activities, plus one optional activity, listed below. The Purple Star Advisory Board, 
formed by the Montana Office of Public Instruction, Superintendents, Military Representatives, 
and Montana Legislators helps decide a school’s eligibility for the award. 

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES 
School Liaison 

• The school must have a point of contact for military students and families who serves as
the primary liaison between them and the school.

o The liaison completes professional development on special considerations for military
students and families. The Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission has
training available online or in person which may be used to complete this requirement.
Access this free training by emailing mic3info@csg.org or calling 859-244-8000. The

Military Child Education Coalition has training programs available at

https://www.militarychild.org/.

o The liaison identifies and informs teachers of the military-connected students in their
classrooms and the special considerations military families and students should receive.

Military Support Resources 
• The school maintains a dedicated page on its website or in the school newsletter

featuring resources for military families.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
• The school provides professional development for additional staff on special

considerations for military students and families.
• The local school board passes a resolution publicizing the school’s support for military

children and families.
• The school hosts a military recognition event that demonstrates a military-friendly

culture.
• Other activities approved by the Montana Military Interstate Children’s Compact

Commission

mailto:mic3info@csg.org
https://www.militarychild.org/
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March  2025 BPE  
Content Standards Update 

 
English Language Arts (ELA) and Literacy Standards: 

- The new standard revisions are an informational item for this meeting that we will go 
into at a deep level later in the meeting. 

- Economic Impact Survey – General Overview, formal report to follow 
o Posted on website  March 10, Emailed via GovDelivery. 24 Respondents as of 

4/22/25.   OPI will redistribute again to increase response rate.   
 
 
Math Content Standards 

- Continued work on K-12 as well as expanded Guidance Documents in progress. 
 
World Languages 

- Finalizing Guidance Documents to be posted on the OPI Webpage 
 
English Language Proficiency 

- Finalizing Guidance Documents to be posted on the OPI Webpage 
 

For questions, please contact: Marie Judisch, marie.judisch@mt.gov 

https://montanaopi.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a954jLITKXdb3hQ


ITEM 4 
 
 

COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
REPORT 

 
 

Dr. Angela McLean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 5 
 
 
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
 

• Recognition of Exiting Student 
Representative 

 
 

Gavin Mow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – (Item 6) 

 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
 

ITEM 6 
 
 

UPDATE ON MONTANA 250TH 
COMMISSION 

 
 

Chris Averill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We invite you to help support
programs that boost student
engagement with Montana history
and civics through research, analysis,
and presentation at local, state, and
national levels. Programs that need
funding:

Montana History poster contest
for students 4-5th grades:
$3,000

Three Montana history-themed
student research prizes for
students 6-12th grade: $1,500

LEARN MORE: 
WWW.AMERICA250MT.ORG

HELP SUPPORT
STUDENT CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT
IN MONTANA

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Donations made to the Montana 250 Commission, which
is attached to the Montana Historical Society, are tax

deductible in accordance with Section 170(c) (1) of the
IRS Code. MTHS Federal Tax ID# 81-0302402

To donate, please mail a check to:
MTHS, c/o MT 250, PO Box 201201, Helena, MT

59620, 
or

 call 406-444-4013 to donate over the phone



Are you smarter than a middle schooler?

2025 Montana Statewide
Civics Bee!

Find out at the

Join us in Helena as 18 middle schoolers
from across the state showcase their
civics knowledge and pitch creative

solutions to real issues in their
communities. 

The first-place winner will earn $1,000
and a trip to Washington, D.C. to

represent Montana in the National
Championship, with a chance to win a

$100,000 college scholarship.

Saturday, May 10th, 2025
2:30-5:00 pm
Capital High School Auditorium
100 Valley Dr. Helena, MT

Scan to RSVP

Save the date!

The Mansfield Center is proud to host the
Montana State Civics Bee in partnership with the

National Chamber of Commerce Foundation.

Audience members can join the

fun by answering civics questions

live on a smartphone!



 

 

Project Name:  

The Montana Tapestry: People and Places from 1776 to Today 

Description:  

This traveling interpretive exhibit commemorates the upcoming semiquincentennial, educates the 
public on lesser-known history, people and places of Montana, and highlights Montana's changing 
cultural, social and physical landscapes from 1776 to today. Six sets of banners and interpretive 
resources will travel throughout Montana State Parks visitors centers across each region of the 
state, delving into our unique past and sparking curiosity to help shape the next 250 years of our 
state. 

Amount:  

$7840 

Start Date: 

3/3/25 

End Date: 

11/11/26 

Significance Statement: 

"The Montana Tapestry: People and Places from 1776 to Today" examines the humanities theme 
of Power of Place, exploring the social, cultural and physical history of the people and places of 
present day Montana. 
 
A deep engagement with the very place we stand enables us to reconsider significant questions 
about our history, including how Montana's unique past has been intertwined with US history since 
the founding of the nation in 1776. Today, Montana’s 56 counties, 8 Tribal reservations, and 12 
sovereign nations each possess distinct cultural heritages that contribute to modern Montana. This 
traveling exhibition will highlight the people, places, politics, history, changing landscapes, 
resources, wildlife, flora, fauna, waterways, and structures that unite us as Montanans and 
Americans and give us common purpose towards bettering the next 250 years. This project will also 
highlight lesser-known Montanan achievers that played pivotal roles in science, the arts, the 
military as well as public service. 
 
Included in the exhibit are six sets of pop-up banners, created with content to educate the public 
on the following: 

• Mitakuye Oyasin: Everything is Connected - defining Mitakuye Oyasin and introducing how 
Montana's history is intertwined with US history 

• Innovation - Montanans in science 

• Inspiration - Montana's artists, writers, thinkers 



 

 

• Service - Montanans in the military and public service 

• Heritage - focus on living Indigenous culture and immigrant communities 

• Power of Place - this banner will be specific to the very place it is displayed, painting a 
portrait of place, educating the public on what this present-day state park looked like in 
1776, as compared to what is currently being seen and experienced 

 
The exhibit plans to use AASLH 250th materials to inspire supplemental materials (suggested 
reading, for instance, or discussion questions or lesson plans for teachers, etc.) and potential 
community conversation events in the host locations. We plan to inspire critical  thinking around 
the very place we are, and how we got here.  Sample questions include: 

• What was happening in your community during the Revolutionary Era? 

• How has your “place” changed over time? 

• Who has historically lived in your community and how did they experience major events in 
our past? 

• How did the natural environment—from rivers, lakes, and oceans to mountains, deserts, 
and swamps—shape past events, such as settlement and migration, imperialism and 
expansion, or economic development and innovation? 

• How did those events affect the environment? 

• How can Indigenous peoples’ past and present connection to places and environments 
inform our understanding of historical developments and contemporary challenges? 

• What places are typically preserved today for their historic value? What other kinds of 
stories could be told there? 

Project Narrative: 

Organization: The Montana Historical Society preserves Montana’s past, shares our stories, and 
inspires exploration, to provide meaning for today and vision for tomorrow. The 2023 Montana 
Legislature passed House Bill 377, establishing the Montana 250th Commission to coordinate 
statewide efforts to commemorate the United States Semiquincentennial. With members 
representing the Montana Historical Society, the legislature, high school and college-level 
educators, tribal interests, and engaged civic organizations, the Montana 250 Commission has a 
clear goal: to foster civic engagement and raise awareness of both United States and Montana 
history, including the stories of Tribal nations. The Montana 250th Commission is supported and 
managed by the Montana Historical Society. The Montana Historical Society is pleased to partner 
with Montana State Parks to exhibit this project across all of Montana.  
 
Goals/Objectives: The primary goals of this project are: 

• To create an opportunity to reflect on what Montana looked like (physically, culturally and 
socially) during 1776 versus today.   



 

 

• To recognize the contributions of lesser-known Montanan achievers, locally and nationally.  

• To encourage the public to explore our history and recognize Montana’s place in our nation’s 
tapestry while also encouraging them to think about Montana’s role in the next 250 years.  

• To challenge the public to think critically about cultural awareness, social responsibility, 
and better understand our relationship with our natural world, protecting our cultural 
inheritance.  

 
Audience Engagement: The Montana 250th Commission is committed to organizing, promoting, 
and coordinating efforts statewide to ensure that this commemorative exhibition is meaningful and 
inclusive to everyone, and available to experience at no cost. State Parks will count the number of 
visitors to the exhibit, while dynamic QR codes on banner panels will track audience engagement 
online. 
 
Innovative Features: We plan to partner with Montana-specific subject matter experts to create 
content and interpretive resources for the exhibits, as well as supplementary materials for 
presentations and conversations. This exhibit will include six sets of five pop-up banners, created 
with content to educate the public on the following: 

1. Mitakuye Oyasin: Everything is Connected - defining Mitakuye Oyasin and introducing how 
Montana's history is intertwined with US history 

2. Innovation - Montanans in science 

3. Inspiration - Montana's artists, writers, thinkers 

4. Service - Montanans in the military and public service 

5. Heritage - focus on living Indigenous culture and immigrant communities 

 
In addition to the six sets of traveling banners, the exhibit will also include eight unique "Power of 
Place" panels that will recognize the vibrant indigenous cultures at the time of 1776, as well as 
describe the land as it was during that time vs. now in the following parks:  

1. Lone Pine State Park (Flathead County) 

2. Travelers’ Rest State Park (Missoula County) 

3. First Peoples Buffalo Jump State Park (Cascade County) 

4. Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park (Jefferson County) 

5. Bannack State Park (Beaverhead County) 

6. Pictograph Cave State Park (Yellowstone County) 

7. Chief Plenty Coups State Park (Big Horn County) 

8. Makoshika State Park (Dawson County) 



 

 

 
Collaborations: This project is a collaboration between The Montana Historical Society, the 
Montana 250th Commission and Montana State Parks, including AmeriCorps. We plan to partner 
with and exhibit at Montana State Parks visitor centers across all regions of the state. AmeriCorps 
will create content for the "Power of Place" banners for the selected parks. Oversight of this part of 
the project will be from Duane Schlabach, AmeriCorps/Volunteer/Interpretation Services Program 
Manager at Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, as well as Rachel Reckin, PhD, Archaeologist and 
Heritage Specialist at Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

Audience Representation:  

The exhibition will be available to the public, and will travel to every region in Montana via the 
Montana State Park Visitor Centers. Our intended audience includes local Montanans of all ages 
and backgrounds as well as the general public who visit state park visitor centers.   
 
Design and planning of this exhibition will be a collaborative initiative between AmeriCorps, 
historical and cultural academics, Indian education specialists and knowledge keepers local to 
that region. 
 
We also plan to include interpretive resources for the exhibits, as well as supplementary materials 
such as additional reading, lesson plans and online resources for additional engagement 
opportunities at no cost.  

Fees & Accessibility: 

This exhibition is free and will be hosted by Montana State Parks at various visitor centers 
throughout every region of Montana. We will also create dynamic QR codes with links to 
supplemental online resources, including AASLH 250th materials, as well as our webpage which 
will provide suggested readings, discussion questions or lesson plans for teachers, etc.  

Project Workplan: 

Goals: We have three goals:  

1. To produce thought-provoking exhibitions that share lesser-known Montana history from 
multiple perspectives. 

2. To demonstrate Montana’s significance to the history of the United States, and encourage 
engagement and conversations around what the next 250 years will look like as our political, 
cultural and environmental landscape continues to change. 

3. To help Montanans and the general public experience a deeper sense of engagement with 
the place (park) they are visiting and get an understanding of what that place (park) was 
experiencing in 1776. 

 
Outcomes: 



 

 

1. The public will learn about the lesser known people, places and events that played an 
important role in Montana's history. 

2. The public will have an opportunity to critically think about cultural and environmental 
awareness, and how our history has helped shape our shared identity as Montanans. This 
exhibit will encourage reflection on the 'Montanan' journey from 1776 to today, and where 
we want to go from here.  

3. The public will gain a deeper understanding of the intersection of place and history from a 
geological, social, cultural, political and/or environmental perspective. 

 
Key Project Activities & Timeline: 
Date of completion         Description of Activity 
January 2025: Molly Stockdale to present to AmeriCorps on potential project; Montana 250 
Commission Meeting on Project* 
February 2025: Check in meeting with Montana Historical Society, Montanan Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks, Montana 250* 
March 2025:  Intern to commence work on content for panels; Montana Historical Society to host 
speaker series around Montana 250 and civic engagement 
April 2025: Montana 250 Commission meeting, Rachel Reckin to present content for Bannack State 
Park "Power of Place" panel as template for AmeriCorps content panels 
May 2025:  Completion of banner panel templates (in-kind graphic design to be provided by 
Montana Historical Society) 
June 2025: Press releases, marketing collateral to be created in-kind by Montana Historical Society 
July 2025: Montana 250 Commission Meeting and countdown to 250 begins; Banner Content, 
supplemental materials to be edited by Humanities Experts, approved by collaborators 
August 2025: Banners to be created at State Print and Mail 
September 2025: Exhibit installed; Press releases to be disseminated, media outreach by Montana 
Historical Society 
October 2025: Montana 250 Commission Meeting Status report; Check in with Montana State Parks 
on engagement, media report 
November 2025 - March 2026: Media outreach blitz, speaker engagements, Naturalization 
ceremonies and America 250 support 
March 2026: Media Reach Report, Engagement Report 
April 2026 - July 2026: Independence Day outreach 
 
*Preparation work prior to grant decision 
 
Outreach Plan: Publicity and promotion for this exhibition will include marketing and press kit that 
includes resources like draft press releases, sample social media posts and templates for flyers 
and newspaper advertisements.  We will promote the support of Humanities Montana by including 
their logo on all exhibition materials, including press and marketing materials and by including 
Humanities Montana in media opportunities.  We would also like to create collaborative speaker 
series opportunities, which we will publicize, around this exhibit and its importance in the 
upcoming seminquincentennial with Humanities Montana and the Montana Historical Society.  (We 



 

 

have already had preliminary conversations about this collaboration with John Knight.)   
 
Evaluation Plan:  
We will work closely with Montana State Parks to monitor how many people experienced the 
exhibition. We will also have an online survey available for people to give us their feedback and 
suggestions surrounding the exhibit. We will use dynamic QR codes to track (and report) online 
traffic to our website's related resources as well as interaction with our online resources. We will 
track and report online impressions on social media as well as gain metrics from stories in the 
media. 
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Plan for “Montana Citizenship Challenge” 

From Janice Hand, Amber Dob & Cheryl Dastugue, Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers 

V4 Jan. 10, 2025 

Sponsors 1) Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers and 2) the Montana 250th Commission 

Recognizing that the Montana 250th Commission has 4 themes with which to coordinate: 

1. National History Day (N-Feb. 8, 2025 in Kalispell and E-Miles City; W-Feb. 15 in 
Helena; State Apr. 12 at MSU. $500 Martha Plassmann Prize and James H. Bradley 
Trust scholarship of $1,000)  Melissa Hubbard runs this program. 

2. Ongoing Montana History 

3. Power of Place, a traveling exhibition at Montana State Parks 

4. Mansfield Center’s National Civics Bee (for 6th – 8th graders) 

MCC Concept Encourage Montana civics and history knowledge and specifically encourage Montana’s 

grade 8 students in public, private and home schools 

Resources needed  Office of Public Instruction (need contact) for the State’s support in reaching classrooms 

and teachers of grade 8 students 

 Method to ensure contest fairness (e.g., no cheating) 

 Graphics designer (TBD) for logo and for posters and other PR 

 Printing and mailing of 11x17” posters (by MHS, paid by SDMP) 

 Reviewers: Marietta Croft, Martha Kohl, Mike Jetty 

 Test administration (Google Forms, 125-150 questions, randomly-selected/test)  

Initial tasks to 

complete 

1. Solidify this plan  

2. Draft the base 100 “Challenge” questions, mirroring the US Naturalization Test; add 

another 25-50 to ensure sufficient questions for random-selection purposes 

3. Have questions & answers reviewed and approved 

4. Determine a method to randomly select questions (15-40 per test-TBD) 

5. Determine method of dissemination and scoring via Google Forms 

6. Develop a list of schools and home-schooled per “region” (7, mirroring MT tourism 

guidebook regions). Reach children and teachers via PTOs, lists of history/civics 

teachers, school resource librarians;  reach home-schooled via associations, local school 

superintendents, Facebook, community libraries, and museums. 

7. Develop a logo for the MCC and posters for libraries and museums 

Two end products 1. Packet with Challenge questions and instructions, to be sent electronically or posted on 

State website to schools/teachers/home schoolers 

2. A colorful, folded laminated piece to be distributed to the public via Montana History 

Museum and community museum stores (following Contest) 
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Awards Certificates – All winning students receive a governor-signed certificate of award delivered 

electronically. (Should participating students also receive a governor-signed certificate?) 

Gift cards – A $25 virtual Visa gift card to winners (see PerfectGift.com) also delivered online 

Initial cost 

estimates 

Cost assumptions require an est. of how many students are likely to compete per each of 

the 7 regions  

Cost based on: 

• Poster printing and mailing (est. $_____) 

• Prizes for Test Group of 2 towns = est. $150, 6 winners 

• Contest to select the top-scoring 1-2 students per classroom/home-schooled per 

region. Each receives a $25 gift card, totaling $10,000. 

• (Will explore writing grant requests to major Montana banks to co-sponsor/match 

online gift cards: First Interstate, First Security, Opportunity, Stockman Banks…) 

Timing  1. “Pilot Test” – An Oct. 2025 pre-test in 2 communities; awards determined Nov.; awards 

out Dec. 2025 ($25 gift cards to 6 students in 8th grades = $150) 

2. Jan. 2026 – Adjustments made to program as indicated in pilot test 

3. Jan-March 2026 – PR, incl. announcement and contest rules  

4. April 2026 – Run contest 

5. May 2026 – Scoring and verification of winners 

6. June 2026 – Distribute awards, publicize winning students and schools 

7. Work on laminated piece  

PR/Outreach • Need a Montana History Challenge logo  

• Public outreach of 8th grade students, both classroom and home-schooled:  

­ Office of Public Instruction 

­ Board of Public Education 

­ History/civics teachers  

­ Parent-teacher groups 

­ School Resource Librarians 

­ Montana Library Association (2025 Annual Conference, March 26-29, Bozeman) 

­ Montana Education Association (2025 Annual Conference, Oct. 16-17, Missoula) 

­ Home School associations (see next pg.) 

­ Facebook (esp. boosts), Instagram? 

­ Other? 

Next steps Solidify decisions, revise budget, and gain the support needed to publicize this Contest. We 

have Jan. – Nov. 2025 to work out details, test the programming, and be ready to go April 1, 

2026. 
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Estimates based on: 

~200 Montana towns have populations of over 275 (so assumed to have their own schools) 

No. of towns that have self-administered schools (e.g. not part of a larger school district) = ___________ 

Potential number of 8th grade students who could participate: 

22,700 in public schools (OPI) 

    700 in home schools (est. 8,500 home-schooled in MT; assuming 1/12th, or 700, are 8th graders) 

    650 in private schools 

              24,050 potential participants 

Participation estimated at 20% = 4,800 

Winners estimated at 7% = 340 (x $25 = ~$8,500) 

 

Homeschool and Support Groups 

A)  Per https://www.time4learning.com/homeschooling/montana/local-groups-co-ops.html#co-ops 

• Bozeman Homeschool Network 

• Cascade County Homeschoolers 

• Flathead Home Educators Association (FHEA) 

• Flathead Homeschool Support and Curriculum 

• Gallatin Christian Homeschool Co-op  

• Helena Area Christian Home Educators 

• Helena Homeschool Enrichment Co-op 

• Montanans Assembling Together for Christian Home Education 

• Park County Homeschool Network 

• Yellowstone Coalition of Home Educators 

 

B)  Per https://www.mtche.org/support-groups 

1. A.R.K. Builders Homeschool Support Group, Lincoln Co. 

2. Anaconda Homeschool Alliance, Deerlodge, Silverbow counties) 

3. Beaverhead Area Community of Homeschoolers, Beaverhead Co. 

4. Bitterroot Homeschool Co-Op, Ravalli Co. 

5. Branches Christian Homeschooler Co-Op, Counties: Helena and surrounding areas 

6. Cascade County Homeschoolers, Cascade and nearby counties 

7. Central Montana Homeschoolers, Fergus – Petroleum - Judith Basin cos. 

8. Chouteau / Teton County Homeschoolers, Pondera - Teton - Lewis & Clark cos. 

9. Chouteau County Home Educators, Chouteau co. 

10. EMERGE School, County: Gallatin & Park 

11. eNDVR Homeschool Co-op, Missoula 

12. Five Valleys Homeschool Co-op, Counties: Missoula, Ravalli and Mineral 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BHN/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/cascadecountyhomeschoolers/info
http://fheaonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/254913574614001/
http://www.mygchc.com/index.html
http://hachemt.org/
https://www.enrichmentcoop.com/
https://www.matcheonline.com/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/P_H_N_/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/YCHE/info?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55Y2hlLm9yZy8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGwReRQW-Ft3MJTx139rKbLziRuw6st0wfK6IV43JxEbI_hJb388v_dLoFkKF6DTGVrD2WoP9wU1Z272p2hMGTWNx-uiZqV-fGx7DtAuTISvKsrgbBT2vSLp4uiLCdD9D4riPzeTIoKjE74teV4GOXpMfr59W_K44CIi7LItRyJF
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13. Flathead Valley Homeschool, Cities: Kalispell, Whitefish, Bigfork, Lakeside, Columbia Falls and Marion; 

Counties: Flathead, Lake, Lincoln and Sanders 

14. Gallatin Christian Home Co-op, Counties: Gallatin & Park 

15. Gallatin Valley Home Ed, Counties: Gallatin & Park 

16. Glacier County Home Educators, Cutbank 

17. Helena Area Christian Home Educators (HACHE), Cities: Helena, East Helena Counties: Lewis & Clark  

18. Helena Home School Enrichment Co-op, Cities: Helena, East Helena, Augusta, Lincoln, Hall, Basin, Boulder, 

Townsend; Counties: Lewis and Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater, Powell and Granite 

19. Hi-Line Home Educators, Cities: Havre area; Counties: Hill, Blaine 

20. Jefferson Valley Homeschooling Association, Whitehall 

21. Mission Valley Home Educators, Cities: Polson, Ronan, & towns surrounding Flathead Lake; Counties: : Lake 

22. Missoula Area Homeschool, Counties: Missoula area & surrounding counties 

23. MT FIELD for Home Educators (Fun Innovative Educational Learning Days), Cities: Troy, Libby, Eureka, Fortine, 

Stryker, Trego; Counties: Lincoln 

24. Montanans Assembling Together for Christian Home Education (MATCHE), County: Ravalli 

25. Montana Roots Homeschool Co-Op, Areas: Belgrade, Manhattan, Amsterdam/Churchill, Logan, and Three 

Forks 

26. Park County, MT - Homeschool Connect, Cities: Livingston area; Counties: Park  

27. Ruby Valley & Madison Valley Home Educators, Cities: Ennis, Sheridan, Twin Bridges; County: Madison  

28. Tobacco Valley Home Educators, Cities: Eureka, Rexford, Trego, Fortine;  Counties: Lincoln 

29. Yellowstone Coalition of Home Educators (YCHE), Cities: Billings area; Counties: Yellowstone and adjacent 

areas 

 

Other Cost Estimates 

• Include a budget for giveaways at Montana Library Association and/or Montana Education Association? 

(suggestion: fidgets) 



   MSDB LIAISON – (Item 7) 
 
 

Lisa Schmidt 
 
 

ITEM 7 
 
 

MSDB REPORT  
 
 

Paul Furthmyre 
 
 

• MSDB Foundation Memorandum of 
Understanding 

• MSDB Outreach Programming 
• Superintendent Updates 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

 
 Action on Out of State Travel Request 

 Action on Personnel Items 
 Action on MSDB/Golden Triangle Co-op 

 Action on MHSA Agreement 
 MFPE Local #4027 STARS Act Agreement 



Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind 
Board of Public Education Report 

May 2025 
 
Agenda Action Items: 
 

1. Personnel Action Report 
8 Hires 
3 Retirements 
4 Resignations 
 

2. Out of State Travel Requests 
 NSPRA National Seminar 
 Leader in Me Symposium 
 Breakthrough Coach 
 

3. Golden Triangle Cooperative Agreement 25-26 
 

4. Montana High School Association Application 25-26 
 

5. MFPE Local #4027 HB 252 Commitment 
 
Attached Documents: 

● MSDB Committee Bi-Monthly Meeting Agenda 
● MSDB Committee Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes 
● Initial 24-25 Accreditation 
● BPE and MSDB Foundation 2014 Agreement 
● MSDB Foundation 25-26 Budget 
● 2/25/25 Financial Statement 
● 25 Closeout Projections 
● Cottage March Report 
● Current Numbers 
● Referral Status 
● Draft Plan for Outreach 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pXjg7pTO5NBXTQtUvxKtVJjVP_i64hFnkPKWDneRD8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bR5BqwD5I3P6an-C-Er4Ecv06zwZmXeP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vXCQU2JL4mah4sep-kkpuPxK60jzch9T/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AF-uTt0sh2cahXvt2QR_K-_rh6xC0hwg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I98jruGCosx51MXoos-qHwSDEMBPttVg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCHVegNm4DR7buIBsi1haGSPfRNLrPFq/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e_ybUTpWZ1zfQD12I2FeX2FwnryS4h_F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117298687530580090600&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hRYm3KWn5WNOTTMKf8-6nPlrowNelFhJ7qlyR_1PrLI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLeuqETJWyLJVEhFS4eRDmArPIMTZKeq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117298687530580090600&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oI6gbFBwFtkb_jmlRFnisZ2D5uQDb6X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pCUqHyst7b9AKctS7CiCNiHx-JX5egIr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f3PpXfpg3J2hWL8dVkZh1PBXKnr6lyb9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15MyZolVE5pLkR3WKJh5wFXCbpGmCSvRL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F87DRoFINJkTABWoSEOru6YFZTVHZduh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VcbPnhDN31EVtxNrhgen6PB8V2txY-ik/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QaOUiUKJSjHciIpqNJ9-PorntwID4635/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gp2zJr0EY9C4wUUMbBynxM_abzwZYPzq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IOguXWvzQD-gvLlfPtUYw85ua7-ZR1gx/view?usp=sharing




























































































   BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TOURS &    
ACTIVITIES 

 
1:00PM GREAT FALLS CORE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL TOUR AND ROUDTABLE 
DISCUSSION 

   MORNINGSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
   4119 7TH AVE NORTH, GREAT FALLS 
 
2:30PM GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS INDIAN 

EDUCATION FOR ALL ACTIVITY 
   PARIS GIBSON EDUCATION CENTER 
   2400 CENTRAL AVE, GREAT FALLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



**********TIME CERTAIN @3:30********** 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – (Items 8-10)

Dr. Ron Slinger 

ITEM 8 

ACTION ON THE NOTICE OF 
SURRENDER AND MOTION TO DISMISS 

OF BPE CASE #2025-01, REGER 

Katie Verderber 



ITEM 9 
 
 

DISCUSSON ON THE COUNCIL FOR THE 
ACCREDITATION OF EDUCATOR 

PREPARATION MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING 

 
 

Dr. Julie Murgel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

Date: May 15-16, 2025 

Presentation Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation 
(CAEP) Agreement 

Presenter Julie Murgel 

Position Title Chief Program Officer 
Office of Public Instruction 

Overview To review the Council for the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation (CAEP) Partnership 
Agreement between the Montana Board of Public 
Education, the Montana Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and the CAEP.   

Requested Decision(s) Information Item 

Related Issue(s) None 

Recommendation(s) The Superintendent of Public Instruction 
recommends no action at this time.   



 

 

CAEP Agreement 

Background: The Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) Partnership 
Agreement is between three parties: the Montana Board of Public Education, the Montana 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Council for the Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation (CAEP). CAEP is a nongovernmental, non-profit corporation that is a nationally 
recognized accreditor by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). Through an 
Accreditation Council, CAEP accredits Educator Preparation Programs (EPP).  As outlined in ARM 
10.58.103 joint accreditation site reviews and cooperation with the national accreditation 
agencies for Educator Preparation Programs are encouraged.  EPPs accreditation reviews occur 
every seven (7) years.  In Montana, four (4) EPPs have voluntarily participated in a joint 
accreditation review by the State and CAEP:   

• University of Montana  
• University of Montana Western  
• Montana State University  
• Montana State University-Billings 

Purpose:  This partnership agreement is for Montana EPPs that elect to have joint accreditation 
by the State and CAEP.  For the past four (4) years, the partnership agreement has been for one 
year and annually reviewed.  The purpose of the agreement is to: 

• Outline preferences about program review options; 
• Review team compositions for accreditation site reviews conducted by CAEP; 
• Establish the responsibilities that each party has in supporting CAEP 

Accreditation activities; and  
• Outline the state’s annual partnership dues.  The dues cover access for up to 

three (3) individuals employed by the State with access to the CAEP accreditation 
platform, a waiver for the CAEP Conference registration fee for one (1) 
designated State representative, and access to CAEP National Training for up to 
five (5) site reviewers a year.   

 

https://rules.mt.gov/browse/collections/aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74/policies/0d25bc01-e1a0-4a82-a4fa-59a66a0c6db6
https://rules.mt.gov/browse/collections/aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74/policies/0d25bc01-e1a0-4a82-a4fa-59a66a0c6db6


Accreditation Cycles:   The next joint accreditation review on the seven (7) year cycle will  be in 
Spring of 2027 for the University of Montana.  The four (4) EPP accreditation reviews in 2026 are 
State only reviews for Carroll College, Stone Child College, University of Providence and 
American Board.  Please see the full schedule below for more details.   

Recommendation:  Since there will be no joint reviews under the partnership agreement 
between July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026, that would require the preferences for program reviews, 
the review team composition, or the establishment of responsibilities for each party to be 
outlined, the partnership agreement renewal is not necessary for the upcoming year.  
Additionally, the State staff will not need access to the CAEP accreditation platform, attend the 
CAEP conference, or need to train site reviewers for the year. Therefore, the Superintendent 
recommends no action be taken at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Montana Educator Preparation Providers (EPPs)
Accreditation Site Visit Schedule

Seven-year Cycles: Current—2017-2024; Future—2024-2031

CAEP Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation

* Good Cause Extension

Susie Hedalen, Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction
January of 2025

Educator Preparation Providers Schedule
2017-2024

Schedule
2024-2031

New Program
Schedule

Montana State University - Billings S2017 CAEP-MT S2025 CAEP-MT *

Carroll College S2019 STATE
S2021*

S2026 STATE

Stone Child College S2019 STATE S2026 STATE

University of Providence S2019 STATE
S2022*

F2026 STATE

University of Montana -Missoula S2020 CAEP-MT
2022*

S2027 CAEP-MT HPE/MS
Secondary
S2026

Rocky Mountain College F2020 STATE
S2021*

F2027 STATE

University of Montana -Western F2022 CAEP-MT F2029 CAEP-MT

Montana State University -
Bozeman

F2022 CAEP-MT
F2023*

F2029 CAEP-MT Special
Education
F2026

Salish Kootenai College S2024 STATE S2031 STATE

Montana State University -
Northern

S2024 STATE S2031 STATE

Alternative Educator Preparation
Programs

Schedule
2017-2024

Schedule
2024-2031

New Program
Schedule

American Board for Certification of
Teacher Excellence

Initial S2024 S2026



ITEM 10 
 
 

INFORMATION ON PRAXIS 
REGENERATED TEST REVIEW AND 

QUALIFYING SCORE FOR ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION 

 
 

Crystal Andrews 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

 
Date: May 15-16, 2025 

  

Presentation ETS Praxis Test Review for Elementary Education 
Panel Review and Recommendations  

  
Presenter Crystal Andrews                 Lisa Colon Durham  
 
Position Title Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 

Office of Public Instruction 
 
Director of Educational Partnerships 
ETS 

  

Overview The Montana Council of Deans of Education have 
unanimously voted to offer the Elementary 
Education: Multiple Subjects Test 5001 with 
subtests 5002, 5003, 5004, and 5005 in place of 
the current test #5018.  The test(s) will need a 
qualifying score set for the state of Montana. This 
is an overview of the process and 
recommendations from the expert panels. 
Recommendations from the Praxis Working 
Committee and Montana Council of Deans of 
Education will be presented along with the 
request for action from the BPE at the July BPE 
meeting.  

  
Requested Decision(s) Information only 
  
Related Issue(s)  
  

Recommendation(s) None 



1 
 

 

 

\ 

 

ETS Praxis Test Review for Elementary Education 5001 Series 
Panel Review and Recommendations 

Informational Item 
 
 
 

Subtest  Time for test Number of questions 
Reading/ELA (5002) 90 minutes 80 
Math (5003)  65 minutes 50 
Social Studies (5004) 60 minutes 60 
Science (5005) 60 minutes 55  

              5001 Series           Total 4 hours 35 minutes          245 questions 
  (Current Test) 5018                                            Total 2 hours 30 minutes          140 questions         
                 
 
Elementary Math Subtest Review 

• Elementary Education: Mathematics Subtest (5003) 
• Panel met virtually April 29, 2025, 12-1:15pm 
• Panel of 1 teacher and 6 EPP faculty, (plus 4 PWC members/observers) 
 

Overview of the Test

 
Data Review 
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Panel Recommendation  
• First vote: 7 said 157- unanimous vote 

o Discussion – Collaborative effort across state to help prepare students, better score reports for 5003 
then 5018, look at score reports for areas of strength and areas of growth for the teacher. 

Next Steps 
• Information with recommendation will go to the PWC and MCDE 
 

Elementary Reading and Language Arts Subtest Review 
• Elementary Education: Reading and Language Arts Subtest (5002) 
• Panel met virtually April 30, 2025, 12-1pm 
• Panel of 1 teacher, 5 EPP faculty (plus 4 PWC members/observers) 

 

Overview of the Test 

 

Data Review  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel Recommendation 
• First vote: 6 said 157- unanimous vote 

Next Steps 
• Information with recommendation will go to the PWC and MCDE 
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Elementary Science Subtest Review  
• Elementary Education: Science Subtest (5005) 
• Panel met virtually April 30, 2025, 2:30-4pm 
• Panel of 2 teachers, 4 EPP faculty (plus 4 PWC members/observers) 

 

Overview of the Test 

 
 

Data Review 
 

 
Panel Recommendation 

• First vote: 5 said 159; 1 said lower than 159 
o Discussion around 159 is what is used by the vast majority of states; adopted nationwide; Praxis is 

used as part of a multiple measure; subtest could be taken again if they didn't pass 
• Second vote: 6 said 159- unanimous vote 

 
Next Steps 
Information with recommendation will go to the PWC and MCDE 
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 Elementary Social Studies Subtest Review  
• Elementary Education: Social Studies Subtest (5004) 
• Panel met virtually May 1, 2025, 2:30-4pm 
• Panel of 2 teachers, 3 EPP faculty (plus 4 PWC members/observers) 

 
Overview of the Test 

 
 

Data Review 
 

 
 
Panel Recommendation 

• First vote: 5 said 155- unanimous vote 
 

Next Steps 
• Information with recommendation will go to the PWC and MCDE 
 



**********CLOSED SESSION********** 
 
 

      EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – (Item 11) 
 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
 

ITEM 11 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 

 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



***********OPEN SESSION************ 
 
 
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTIVITY 
 

 
4:30PM BOWLING WITH MONTANA SCHOOL FOR 

THE DEAF AND BLIND STUDENTS 
  MUSTANG CENTER - MSDB 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2025 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance led by MSDB Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Students 

B. Roll Call 
C. Statement of Public Participation 
D. Welcome Visitors 

 
 
 

 
  



BASICS OF WORKING VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED 

 
 

Geri Darko, Orientation and Mobility 
Specialist  



 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – (Item 12) 
 
 

Dr. Tim Tharp 
 
 

ITEM 12 
 
 

ACTION ON THE K-12 PAYMENT 
SCHEDULE 

 
 

Paul Taylor 
 
  



 

 

 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

 
Date: 5/15/2025 – 5/16/2025 

  

Presentation Action on the FY2026 BASE aid payment schedule 
  
Presenter Paul Taylor 
 
Position Title OPI School Finance Manager 
  
Overview Review and approve the FY2026 payment 

schedule as per the requirements under section 
20-9-344, MCA.  

  
Requested Decision(s) Approval of the payment schedule 
  
Related Issue(s) N/A 
  
Recommendation(s) Approval of the payment schedule 
  



 updated 05/2025 

Proposed - PAYMENT SCHEDULE - FISCAL YEAR 2026 
The following distribution dates for FY2026 BASE aid payments to K-12 schools are proposed to the 

Montana Board of Public Education and scheduled according to 20-9-344, MCA. 

August 28 Direct State Aid, Quality Educator Component, At Risk Component, Indian Education 
for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, Special Education, Technology, and 
Transportation Prepayment 

September 25 Direct State Aid, Quality Educator Component, At Risk Component, Indian 
Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, and Special Education 

October 28 Direct State Aid, Quality Educator Component, At Risk Component, Indian Education 
for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, and Special Education 

November 25 Direct State Aid, Quality Educator Component, At Risk Component, Indian 
Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, and Special Education  

December 18 Guaranteed Tax Base Aid for General Fund, State Coal Mitigation Block Grant, 
and County Retirement 

January 27 Direct State Aid, Significant Enrollment Increase, Quality Educator Component, At 
Risk Component, Indian Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, 
Special Education, and Indian Language Immersion Payment 

February 24 Direct State Aid, Significant Enrollment Increase, Quality Educator Component, At 
Risk Component, Indian Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, and 
Special Education 

March 26 Direct State Aid, Significant Enrollment Increase, Quality Educator Component, At Risk 
Component, Indian Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, Special 
Education, and Transportation 

April 23 Direct State Aid, Significant Enrollment Increase, Quality Educator Component, At Risk 
Component, Indian Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, and Special 
Education 

May 26 Guaranteed Tax Base Aid, State Coal Mitigation Block Grant, State Major Maintenance 
Aid, Debt Service Assistance and County Retirement 

June 25 Direct State Aid, Significant Enrollment Increase, Quality Educator Component, At Risk 
Component, Indian Education for All, Student Achievement Gap, Data for Achievement, Special 
Education, and Transportation 



 MACIE LIAISON - (Item 13) 
 
 

Julia Maxwell 
 
 

ITEM 13 
 
 

MACIE REPORT 
 

• Review American Indian Student 
Achievement Gap Recommendations 

• Review IEFA Funding Recommendations 
 
 

Jordann Lankford Forster 
 
 
 
 

  



 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

Montana Board of Public Education 
MACIE Summary 

May 2025 
 
Presentation     MACIE Report  
 
Presenter     Jordann Lankford Forster 
 
Position Title     MACIE Chair 
 
Overview The purpose of MACIE is to provide recommendations 

and guidance to the Board of Public Education and the 
Office of Public Instruction on initiatives and actions 
aimed at increasing American Indian student 
achievement. As your advisory board, and partner in 
American Indian education improvement, we offer the 
following report: 

 
Related Issue(s) March MACIE Meeting 
 May MACIE Meeting 
   
Recommendations Review American Indian Student Achievement 

recommendations and IEFA Funding recommendations, 
and assign additional education organizations to support 
the recommendations. 

 
Attached   American Indian Student Achievement Recommendations 
 IEFA Funding Recommendations 
 
 
 



MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

In order to address and close the American Indian student achievement gap, and in the matter of how 

school districts spend their respective funding, The Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education 

(MACIE) wishes to make the formal recommendations to both the Montana Office of Public Instruction 

and the Montana Board of Public Education. We are asking for support by either appropriate entity, 

based on their respective extent and breadth of power.  

The recommendations are as follows: 

• Culture teachers should be tribally specific in their content and language delivery when working with 
students and communities. Districts, Tribes

• Districts should be encouraged to hire cultural specialists and coordinators from their communities and not 

limit classroom employment to certified educators in order to address the need for community member 
involvement. BPE

• School districts should provide transportation for both academic and cultural enrichment opportunities for 
students, staff, and guest speakers to and from communities. *Use IEFA Funding

• School district should provide meals for students, family, and community members for both academic and 
cultural gatherings. Legislature, Districts

• The OPI and/or the BPE, in coordination with school districts, should provide adequate and reoccurring in-

person school board training to our reservation communities. BPE, OPI, Districts, MTSBA
• The OPI and/or Montana State Legislature should prioritize literacy and mathematics improvement efforts 

through the funding of additional educational programming and support staff. OPI, Legislature
• School districts should make their annual application for Indian Education Federal Funding available to 

parents, community, and any member of the public to insure accountability of a program’s intent and 
efforts. Grant goals and forms of measurement should also be made available to the public. Districts

• School tutoring and educational efforts should be delivered through research-based techniques and 
guidance. Districts

• School districts should incorporate the OPI’s Indian Education “whole child” model. Districts
• (Similar to the reporting required for IEFA funding), the Montana legislature should require school 

districts to report on the uses of their achievement gap funding. Legislature, Districts

Please keep in mind these recommendations are fluid and subject to change based on the will of the 

Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education.  

Sincerely, 

The Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education 

Submitted January 2025  



MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

The Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education (MACIE) wishes to make the formal 

recommendations regarding the expenditure of state Indian Education for All allocated funding to 

both the Montana Office of Public Instruction and the Montana Board of Public Education. We are 

asking for support by either appropriate entity, based on their respective extent and breadth of power.  

The recommendations are as follows: 

• The OPI and/or BPE work closely with the Montana University System to ensure training received in all 
teacher preparation programs provide pre-service students with adequate and reoccurring content and 
subject specific delivery models. BPE, OPI, OCHE (EPPs)

• Remind school district administrators and school boards of the IEFA mandate regularly in order to ensure 
that Indigenous content exist in all subjects and grade levels. OPI, SAM, MASBO

• Funding should be allocated to Tribal Nations as compensation for consultation. Legislature
• An IEFA coordinator should exist in every school building. Legislature, Districts
• School districts should provide transportation for both academic and cultural enrichment opportunities for 

students, staff, and guest speakers to and from communities.*Use IEFA Funding
• School districts should require yearly attendance at IEFA related professional development trainings. If 

participants are limited by the ability to travel, the OPI should prioritize providing such training in any 
community that requests it. BPE, OPI, SAM, MFPE, Districts

• School district should provide meals for students, family, and community members for both academic and 
cultural gatherings. Legislature, Districts

Please keep in mind these recommendations are fluid and subject to change based on the will of the 

Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education.  

Sincerely, 

The Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education 

Submitted January 2025  



   CHARTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE – (Items 14-15) 
 
 

Dr. Ron Slinger 
 
 

ITEM 14 
 
 

UPDATE ON COMMUNITY CHOICE 
SCHOOLS COMMISSION 

 
 

Cathy Kincheloe 
 

  



Community Choice Schools Commission Report 
May 17, 2025 

 

Senate Bill 177 
The CCS Commission had one bill in the Session amending the CCS Law to authorize the Commission to 
seek and receive public funding and clarify the Commission’s ability to receive and expend gifts from 
private individuals. The bill passed and is with the Governor for signing. 
 
 

Contract for Services with National Charter School Institute 
The Commission is working with procurement to secure a contract with the National Charter Schools 
Institute for strategic and operational consulting and support to the Commission and Director of 
Planning. The NCSI is a national organization that supports charter school authorizers. The scope of work 
included in the contract is as follows: 

● Develop policies, procedures and documents consistent with national best practice to support 
the evaluation process of chartering. Including planning for a fair and transparent interview, 
resolutions for the adoption or denial of applicants, a comprehensive performance framework, 
systems for collecting feedback on the application process, and timeline of reporting 
requirements for CCS and the Commission; 

● Build out an accountability tracking platform to be used by CCS in reporting to the Commission; 
● Structure workflow and reporting to the BPE including a template for the annual report to BPE; 
● Training and strategy sessions for the Commission around vision, values, chartering lifecycle, and 

ensuring strong oversight while honoring CCS autonomy; 
● On-demand coaching and consultation to the Chair and Director of Planning; 
● Structured coaching and consultation for the Director of Planning including facilitating 

connections to high level authorizers around the country, collaboration in developing a start-up 
support program for founders, and building a strategic planning process to measure the mission 
of CCS. 

 



ITEM 15 
 
 

REVIEW OF REVISED PUBLIC CHARTER 
SCHOOL APPLICATION AND EVALUATION 

CRITERIA 
 
 

McCall Flynn 
 

  



 

PO Box 200601 • Helena, MT 59620-0601 • (406) 444-6576 • www.bpe.mt.gov  

 

 
 
 
 

Montana Board of 

Public Education 
 

 
Public Charter School Application 

 

 

 

June 2025   

http://www.bpe.mt.gov/
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INTRODUCTION 
HB 549 (2023), now codified in Title 20, Chapter 6, Part 8, MCA of Montana Code Annotated, authorizesd the 

establishment of public charter schools in Montana and tasksed the Montana Board of Public Education as the 

sole entity authorized to enter into public charter contracts with a governing board. There are two types of public 

charter schools – those operating under an existing local school board and those operating as a new school district 

under a separate governing board. This Public Charter School Application is for both options. 

 

A public charter school means a public school that has autonomy over decisions including, but not limited to, 

matters concerning finance, personnel, scheduling, curriculum, and instruction as defined in a public charter 

contract. Public charter schools are governed by a local school board, or in the case of a governing board other 

than a local school board, by the governing board of the public charter school district of which the public charter 

school is a part. Public charter schools are established and operated under the terms of a public charter contract 

and allow parents to choose to enroll their children. Public charter schools must admit students based on a lottery 

if more students apply for admission than can be accommodated.  

 

Public charter schools provide a program of education that may include any or all grades from kindergarten 

through grade 12 and vocational education programs and operate in pursuit of a specific set of educational 

objectives as defined in its public charter contract, and must demonstrate a commitment to and robust 

understanding of personalized and proficiency-based learning. 

 

The evaluation of your application will focus on whether implementing the proposals in your application will lead 

to the academic, organizational, and financial performance you are promising in exchange for potential broad 

flexibility from Montana’s education standards. The evaluation will also determine whether: 

• There is an established need for the proposed public charter school; 

• The proposed public charter school meets the needs of all its students; 

• The proposed public charter school is of the highest academic quality; 

• The proposed public charter school will provide a healthy learning environment and positive school climate; 

• The proposed governing board demonstrates the capacity to implement the plan outlined in the application 

with fidelity; and 

• The proposed public charter school will provide an educational opportunity to students that they would not 

otherwise receive at the traditional school they are zoned to attend. 

• there is an overall intent to create an innovative public charter school; 

• there is an overall intent to create a high-performing public charter school; 

• the academic program is consistent with a high-quality public charter school; 

• the school governance is consistent with a high-quality public charter school; 

• the business operations are consistent with a high-quality public charter school; 

• the community support and need is consistent with a high-quality public charter school; 

• there is clear and convincing proof of the likelihood of success; 

• they can open and operate a successful public charter school; and  

• there is a commitment to and robust understanding of personalized and proficiency-based learning. 

SUBMISSION PROCEDURES 
To facilitate the Montana Board of Public Education’s review of public charter school applications, applicants 

must submit the application to bpe@mt.gov between the dates of October 27-31, 20258 and November 1, 2024, 

with a deadline of November 1, 2024October 31, 2025 at 5PM. All submission materials must be submitted in a 

single electronic submission. Multiple attachments will not be accepted in the submission. The Board will review 

the public charter school application, and if determined complete, will facilitate an interview, and take public 

comment on the application in November. Final approval of the application will take place at the January 20265 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0060/part_0080/sections_index.html
mailto:bpe@mt.gov
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Board of Public Education meeting. Please note the timeline on the Board’s webpage under the Public Charter 

School tab. 

 

We recognize that this application may not provide the space to fully respond to each of the questions in the 

application. Please provide a brief, direct response to each question using this application template and limit the 

application to 26 pages. Any, with reference to attachments, appendices, and weblinks to lengthier handbooks, 

policies, and additional informationdocuments will be considered as supporting documentation. Please make sure 

to clearly state where any corresponding responses are located within the application and limit application pages 

to 26, plus any attachments and letters of support. Please include links when possible and refrain from including 

lengthier documents. 
 

Please note that submitting a public charter school application does not guarantee approval and that a public 

charter school contract will be granted. Failure to adhere to any requirements may lead to an incomplete 

application that is rejected before consideration. In addition, complete applications that are not strong enough to 

guarantee a successful public charter school implementation will be recommended for denial. 

 

PUBLIC CHARTER APPLICATION COVER PAGE 
 
Check One: ___ New Public Charter under existing local school board  ___ New Public Charter District 

 

Name of Public Charter School            

 

Local school district in which the public charter school will be physically located:      

 

               

 

 

 

Contact Information for the Governing Board Chair 
 
Contact Person:            

   Name       Title 

 

Contact Address:            

 

Telephone Number:        

 

E-mail Address:        

   

 

 

Contact Information for the Person Completing this Application 
 
Contact Person:            

   Name       Title 

 

Contact Address:            

 

Telephone Number:        

 

E-mail Address:        
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Local Board of Trustee Evidence 
 

Check One: ___ Approved by existing local school board     ___ Refused approval by existing local school board 

 

Provide copy of local school board minutes as evidence.  



Montana Board of Public Education 

Page 6 of 10 

 

 

PUBLIC CHARTER APPLICATION 
 

Name of Public Charter School: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Provide an executive summary with the general purpose and rationale for the creation of the public 

charter school, and explain how the proposed public charter school is different from a program that you 

could operate or are currently operating without the public charter designation.  

 

 

Opening Date: ____________________ Public Charter Term Length: ______________ 

Grades to be served: __________ 

Minimum Enrollment Per Year: ____________ 

Planned Enrollment Per Year: ____________ 

Maximum Enrollment Per Year: ____________ 

 

During the proposed public charter 5-year term, indicate the specific grade-level programs that you plan 

to serve: 

Check all that apply: ___ Elementary Program     ___ Middle Grades Program     ___ High School Program 

  

For each year of the public charter term, estimate the number of students the public charter school plans 

to serve in each grade: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM  
See Submission Procedures 

1. State the public charter school’s mission and vision and describe why this initiative is important to 

the community it will serve.  

 

 

 

2. Identify the targeted student population and the community the public charter school proposes to 

serve. 

 

 

 

3. Describe plans and timelines for student recruitment and enrollment, including lottery procedures. 

 

 Elementary Middle High School   

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

Year 

1 

              

Year 

2 

              

Year 

3 

              

Year 

4 

              

Year 

5 
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4. Describe the public charter school’s academic program, specifically focusing on why it is innovative 

in your school district. Include plans to formally assess student achievement on an annual basis.  

 

 

 

5. Describe any variances to existing standards that the public charter school requires to enhance 

educational opportunities.  

 

 

 

6. Describe the instructional design, including the type of learning environment, class size and 

structure, curriculum overview, and teaching methods.  

 

 

 

7. Describe plans for identifying and successfully serving students with disabilities, students who are 

English Language Learners, students who are academically challenged, and gifted students, 

including compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

 

 

 

8. Describe student discipline policies, including those for special education students. 

 

 

 

9. Describe how the public charter school will demonstrate a commitment to and robust understanding 

of personalized and proficiency-based learning. 

 

 

  

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
See Submission Procedures 

10. Describe the public charter school’s organizational chart that clearly presents the proposed 

organizational structure, including lines of authority and reporting between the governing board, 

staff, related bodies such as advisory bodies or parent and teacher councils, and external 

organizations that will play a role in managing the public charter school. 

 

 

 

11. Describe the roles and responsibilities of the governing board, the proposed leadership management 

team, and other entities shown in the organizational chart. 

 

 

 

12. Provide a staffing chart for the public charter school’s first year and a staffing plan for the term of 

the public charter school. 
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13. Detail the public charter school startup plan, identifying tasks, timelines, and responsible individuals. 

 

 

 

14. Describe the plans for recruiting and developing school leadership and staff. 

15. Describe the proposed leadership and teacher employment policies, including performance 

evaluation plans. 

 

 

 

16. State the proposed governing bylaws. 

 

 

 

17. Explain any partnerships or contractual relationships central to the operations and mission of the 

public charter school. 

 

 

 

18. Provide the proposed calendar and sample daily schedule.  

 

 

 

BUSINESS OPERATIONS  
See Submission Procedures 

19. Describe plans for providing transportation, food service, and all other significant operational or 

ancillary services. 

 

 

 

20. Describe cocurricular and extracurricular programs and how the programs will be funded and 

delivered. 

 

 

 

21. Describe the proposed financial plan and policies, including financial controls and audit 

requirements.  

 

 

 

22. Describe the insurance coverage that will be obtained.  

 

 

 

23. Describe the startup and five-year budgets with clearly stated assumptions.  

 

 

 

24. Describe the startup and first year cash flow projections with clearly stated assumptions. 
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25. Describe anticipated fundraising contributions and evidence, if applicable.  

 

26. Describe the facilities plan, including backup or contingency plans.  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND NEED 
See Submission Procedures 

27. Describe the specific evidence of significant community support.  

 

 

 

28. Describe the opportunities and expectations for parent involvement. 
 

 

 

NOT AN EXISTING LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD? 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
See Submission Procedures 

1. Provide specific evidence that the applicant has sought from the local school board the creation of a 

school or program of the located school district serving the mission and vision of the proposed 

public charter school. 

 

 

 

2. Provide specific evidence that the local school board declined to create the school or program and 

declined to submit a proposal for the creation of a public charter school to the Board of Public 

Education. 

 

 

 

3. Provide a legal description of the property of the existing school district from which the boundaries 

of the public charter school district are proposed to be formed. 

 

 

 

4. Share background information on the initial governing board members and, if identified, the 

proposed school leadership and management team. 
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Questions? Contact bpe@mt.gov  

mailto:bpe@mt.gov


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Public Charter School Application Evaluation Criteria 

20254-20265 

 

HB 549 (2023), now codified in Title 20, Chapter 6, Part 8, MCA of Montana Code Annotated, authorizesd the establishment 

of public charter schools in Montana and tasksed the Montana Board of Public Education as the sole entity authorized to 

enter into public charter school contracts with a governing board. 20-6-805, MCA, requires the Board to issue the criteria that 

will guide the Board’s decision to approve or deny a charter proposal, and limit the estimated annual cost of new public 

charter schools to $1M each year. This document is designed to fulfill that obligation, yet not intended to limit review or 

feedback on the Board’s application review and evaluation process. 

 

APPLICATION No. & NAMEPUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICANT 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

GENERAL ASSURANCES 

Does the proposal include: 

The school district in which the public charter school is proposed to be located and operate;    Y   N 

The grades to be served each year for the full term of the charter contract;      Y   N 

The minimum, planned, and maximum enrollment per year for the term of the charter contract;    Y   N 

An executive summary;              Y   N 

Is the applicant a group of residents of the located school district or county of the located school district?  Y   N 

Is the applicant a school board of the located school district?                                          Y   N 

 

Is there an overall intent to create INNOVATIVE public charter schools?     Y   N 

Is the application innovative?            

How is that demonstrated? 

 

Is there an overall intent to create HIGH-PERFORMING public charter schools?    Y   N 

Does the application provide for a high performing charter?            

How is that demonstrated? 

 

Is there a commitment to and robust understanding of personalized and proficiency-based learning? Y   N 

 

Additional Comments: 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

Does the proposal include: 

Mission & vision of proposed public charter school;         Y   N 

Identification of targeted student population & community the school proposes to serve;    Y   N 

Plans and timelines for student recruitment and enrollment, including lottery procedures;     Y   N 

Description of the academic program, including:  

(i) plans to formally assess student achievement on an annual basis; and        Y   N 

(ii) variances to existing standards that the proposed public charter school requires;    Y   N 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0060/part_0080/sections_index.html


Description of proposed public charter school's instructional design, including the type of learning environment,  

class size & structure, curriculum overview, teaching methods;        Y   N  

Proposed public charter school's plans for identifying and successfully serving students with disabilities,  

students who are English language learners, students who are academically challenged, and gifted students,  

including but not limited to compliance with applicable laws and regulations; and     Y   N 

Proposed public charter school's student discipline policies, including those for special education students.   Y   N 

 

Overall, the ACADEMIC PROGRAM of the proposed charter school is: 

 Consistent with a high-quality public charter school. 

 Partially consistent with high-quality public charter school. 

 Inconsistent with a high-quality public charter school. 
 

Additional Comments: 

 

 

 

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 

Does the proposal include: 

An organizational chart that clearly presents the proposed public charter school's organizational structure,  

including lines of authority and reporting between the governing board, staff, related bodies such as advisory  

bodies or parent and teacher councils, and external organizations that will play a role in managing the school; Y   N 

Clear description of the roles/responsibilities for the governing board, the proposed public charter school's  

leadership & management team, and other entities shown in the organizational chart;     Y   N 

A staffing chart for the proposed public charter school's first year and a staffing plan for the term of the charter; Y   N 

A detailed school startup plan, identifying tasks, timelines, and responsible individuals;      Y   N 

Plans for recruiting and developing school leadership and staff;        Y   N 

Proposed public charter school's leadership and teacher employment policies, including performance evaluation  

plans;               Y   N 

Proposed governing bylaws;             Y   N 

Explanations of partnerships/contractual relationships central to the proposed public charter school operations/ 

mission; and               Y   N 

Specific evidence of the proposed public charter school's proposed calendar and sample daily schedule.    Y   N 

 

Overall, the SCHOOL GOVERNANCE of the proposed charter school is: 

 Consistent with a high-quality public charter school. 

 Partially consistent with high-quality public charter school. 

 Inconsistent with a high-quality public charter school. 
 

Additional Comments: 

 

 

 

BUSINESS OPERATIONS 

Does the proposal include: 

Proposed public charter school's plans for providing transportation, food service, all other significant ancillary  

services;               Y   N 

Description of cocurricular or extracurricular programs, if any, and how the programs will be funded and  

delivered;              Y   N  

Description of proposed public charter school's financial plan & policies, including financial controls/audit  

requirements;              Y   N 

A description of the insurance coverage the proposed public charter school will obtain;      Y   N 

Startup and 5-year budgets with clearly stated assumptions;        Y   N 

Startup and first-year cash flow projections with clearly stated assumptions;      Y   N  

Evidence of anticipated fundraising contributions, if claimed in the proposal; and      Y   N  

A sound facilities plan, including backup or contingency plans, if appropriate.     Y   N 

 

Overall, the BUSINESS OPERATIONS of the proposed charter school is: 



 Consistent with a high-quality public charter school. 

 Partially consistent with high-quality public charter school. 

 Inconsistent with a high-quality public charter school. 
 

Additional Comments: 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND NEED 

Does the proposal include: 

Specific evidence of significant community support for the proposed public charter school; and    Y   N 

Opportunities and expectations for parent involvement.         Y   N 

 

Overall, the COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND NEED of the proposed charter school is: 

 Consistent with a high-quality public charter school. 

 Partially consistent with high-quality public charter school. 

 Inconsistent with a high-quality public charter school. 
 

Additional Comments: 

 

 

 

BOARD ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Does the proposal meet identified education needs AND promote a diversity of education choices, including: 

Increasing standards for student achievement;             Y   N 

Closing achievement gaps between high-performing and low performing groups of public school students;    Y   N 

Increasing educational opportunities within the public education system;       Y   N 

Providing alternative learning environments for students who are not thriving in traditional school settings;    Y   N 

Lowering the dropout rate;              Y   N 

Creating new professional opportunities for teachers/school personnel;         Y   N 

Encouraging the use of different models of teaching and learning; and      Y   N 

Providing students, parents, community members, local entities with expanded opportunities for involvement.  Y   N  

 

The Board is tasked with denying charter proposals that fail to provide clear and convincing proof of likelihood   

of success. 

Has the applicant demonstrated clear and convincing proof of the likelihood of success?    Y   N  

 

The Board shall grant charters only to applicants that have demonstrated competence in each element of the  

board's published approval criteria and are likely to open and operate a successful public charter school; base  

decisions on documented evidence collected through the proposal review process; follow charter-granting policies  

and practices that are transparent and are based on merit and avoid conflicts of interest or any appearance of  

conflict; and weigh heavily evidence of community support, projected student enrollment, input received under  

subsection; only approve charters whose promise of improved educational outcomes outweighs potential increased  

costs to state & local taxpayers. 

Has the applicant demonstrated that they are likely to open and operate a successful public charter school?  Y   N 

 

Overall, it is recommended that the Montana Board of Public Education: 

 Authorize the proposed public charter school based on the current application. 

 Authorize the proposed public charter school if the public charter school is able to clarify the aspects of its current 

application as identified below. 

 Decline to authorize the proposed public charter school at this time. 
 

Additional Comments: 

 

 



 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Public Charter School Timeline 

2025-2026 

 

June 

o The Board shall issue and broadly publicize a request for proposal by June 1 of each year. 

o Include the criteria that will guide the Board’s decision to approve or deny a charter proposal. 

 

November 

o If a public charter school proposal does not contain all of the required elements, the Board shall consider the proposal 
incomplete and return the proposal to the applicant without taking action. 

o In reviewing and evaluating public charter proposals, the Board shall use procedures, practices, and criteria consistent 
with nationally recognized best practices, principles, and standards. The proposal review process must include: 

o a thorough evaluation of each charter proposal; 

o an in-person interview with the applicant; and 

o an opportunity in a public forum for local residents to learn about and provide input on each proposal. 

January 

o In deciding whether to approve public charter proposals, the Board shall: 

o grant charters only to applicants that have met the requirements and are likely to open and operate successfully; 

o base decisions on documented evidence; 

o follow charter-granting policies and practices; and 

o heavily weigh the evidence of community support, projected student enrollment, and input received. 

o The Board shall approve or deny public charter proposals within 90 business days after the filing. When approval is 
granted to a governing board other than a local school board, the approval constitutes corresponding approval of the 
creation of a separate public charter school district and its boundaries. 

o The Board shall adopt by resolution all public charter approval or denial decisions in an open meeting. An approval 
decision may include reasonable conditions before a charter contract may be executed. For a charter denial, the Board 
must clearly state the reasons for denial. 

 
March 

o Within 45 business days of approval, the Board and the governing board of the approved public charter school district 
shall execute a charter contract that clearly sets forth the academic and operational performance expectations and 
measures. 

o A charter must be granted for a term of 5 operating years, commencing on July 1 of the first school year. An approved 
charter may delay their opening for one school year to plan and prepare. If the school is delayed in opening, the 
school shall request an extension from the Board, which may grant or deny the extension. 

o The charter contract must be signed by the presiding officer of the Board and the public charter school’s governing 
board. 

o A public charter school may not operate without a charter contract approved in an open meeting by the Board. 
o The Board may establish reasonable preopening requirements or conditions to monitor the startup progress to ensure 

the school is prepared to open smoothly and meets all building, health, safety, insurance, and other legal requirements. 
 
 
 

The provisions of the timeline may be revised by the Board in order to meet the  
requirements in Montana Code Annotated Title 20, Chapter 6, Part 8. 



 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE – (Item 16) 
 
 

Renee Rasmussen 
 
 

ITEM 16 
 
 

ACTION ON THE SUPERINTENDENT’S 
RECOMMENDATION FOR A 

MODIFICATION TO THE SINGLE SYSTEM 
OF ALTERNATIVE STATEWIDE 

ASSESSMENTS 
 
 

Cedar Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

 
Date: May 2025 

  

Presentation 2025-2026 Proposed Changes: Multi-State 
Alternate Assessment (MSAA) for ELA and Math 
and Alternate Montana Science Assessment 
(AMSA) 

  
Presenter Cedar Rose 

  
Position Title Assessment Director 

Montana Office of Public Instruction 
  
Overview Background information and comparison of 

current Alternate Assessments to the proposed 
assessment, Dynamic Learning Maps 

  
Requested Decision(s) Action Item 
  
Related Issue(s) ARM 10.56.101(4) 
  
Recommendation(s) The Superintendent recommends that the Board 

of Public Education take action to approve the 
recommendation for the changes to the 
alternative assessment systems. 

 

 



 
 

 
    

1 
 

Proposed Modification to the Statewide Alternate Assessment 
System for 2025-2026  

 
Background 

• Montana provides alternate versions of each statewide assessment in math, 
ELA, science, and English language proficiency for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities per ESEA-ESSA Section 1111(b). 

• Estimated student participants per year:  
o Math/ELA: 900  
o Science: 400 

• The multiple alternate assessments platforms, tools, ongoing item development 
through various contracts, consortium agreements, and MOUs have historically 
been held with different entities with minimal opportunities for alignment.  This 
has led to duplication of staff efforts, budget expenditures, lack of consistency for 
similar testing platforms and test formats for students and educators, and 
multiple test administrator trainings.   

 
Current Alternate Assessments 

Multi-State Alternative Assessment (MSAA) Math and ELA 
• Only statewide assessment administered though the MSAA Cognia platform 
• Summative administration (typically March-April) 
• Approximately 1.5-2 hours of testing time per subject  
• OPI is currently in the final available contact year with Cognia for MSAA delivery 

 
Alternate Montana Science Assessment (AMSA) 

• Administered through the Cambium platform along with the Montana Science 
Assessment (MSA)  

• Summative administration (March-April) 
• Approximately 1.5-2 hours of testing time  
• Computer adaptive test of 50 items 
• OPI is currently in the final year of an item development and sharing MOU with 

other states 
 

Proposed Changes as Outlined in ARM 10.56.101(4) 
Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Math, ELA, and Science  

• Uses “Essential Elements” to connect academic expectations for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities to grade level content standards 

• Administered on the Kite Platform (same as MAST) 
• Instructionally imbedded math and ELA model (grades 3-8 and 11) 

o Used by 7 other states  

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf


 
2 

 

o Fall (September-December) and spring (February-May) administration 
window  

o Educator choice in the testlets and linkage level aligned to IEPs and 
administered to fulfill blueprint requirements 

o Each testlet administered is 3-9 items and takes 5-15 minutes to complete 
o 5-8 testlets per window  

• Summative science model (grades 5, 8, and 11) 
o Spring (February-May) administration window 
o Fixed blueprint of 9 testlets 

• DLM has been vetted with stakeholders including:  
o Special Education Directors; Statewide Directors Meeting, March 19, 2025 
o Montana Higher Education Consortium; HEC Spring Meeting, April 25, 

2025 
o State Special Education Advisory Panel; January 9, 2025  

• DLM Information and Resources  
o DLM Assessment Website  
o Montana-Specific DLM Informational Overview  

 
 

Assessment Comparison 
 DLM  MSAA Math & ELA AMSA Science 
Administration 
Style  

One-on-one  One-on-one One-on-one 

Required 
Administrator  

Certified Educator  Certified Educator Certified Educator 

Estimated Time  Math/ELA: ~70 
minutes per subject 
per window  
Science: ~90 
minutes 

 2-2.5 hours per 
subject  

1-2 hours  

Platform  Kite  MSAA Cognia  Cambium 
Administrator 
Training  

2.5 hours initial 
year 
1 hour each 
subsequent year 

2.5 hours each year 30 minutes each 
year 

Blueprint  Math/ELA: 5-8 
testlets per window 
with options within 
claims  
 
Science: 9 testlets 

Two-stage adaptive  Computer adaptive  

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Cedar Rose, Assessment Director 

cedar.rose@mt.gov 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/dlm-assessments
https://rise.articulate.com/share/Xjyr7WehmdY9Mvf0QXgnpseO_Dvi-1ha#/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_IE_Math_Blueprint.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_IE_ELA_Blueprint.pdf


   ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – (Items 17-21) 
 
 

Madalyn Quinlan 
 
 

ITEM 17 
 

INFORMATION ON THE ACCREDITATION 
PROCESS AND FEEDBACK 

 
 

Crystal Andrews; Superintendent Elliot 
Crump, Shelby Public Schools; 

Superintendent Heather Jarrett, Reed Point 
Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

Date: May 15-16, 2025 

Presentation Proposed Accreditation Process for the three-year 
cycles for 2025-2028. 

Presenter Crystal Andrews 

Position Title Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 
Office of Public Instruction 

Overview The purpose is to provide an overview of what 
the accreditation process will look like for the 
three-year cycle under the passage and adoption 
of the new Chapter 55 rules. 

Requested Decision(s) Information Only 

Related Issue(s) Chapter 55; Accreditation Standards; Rulemaking; 
Rule Adoption; Implementation 

Recommendation(s) None 



 

Presented by Crystal Andrews, Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 
 

Susie Hedalen, Superintendent 
PO Box 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 

 
 

 
 

Phone: 406.444.3680 
opi.mt.gov 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Accreditation Process 2025-28 
Information Item 

 
Scoring Changes 

- Rationale to change from 1-4 to 0-3 so that if no evidence was submitted a district would 
receive a “0” and not a “1” 

- Aligns better with BPE charter rubrics 
 
                     CURRENT SCORING                   PROPOSED SCORING  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assurance Standards for Three Year Cycles 

- Cognia will collect and score the areas in yellow for schools that contract with them 
 

  

Student Performance Standards for Three Year Cycles 
- The Think Tank has just started to review the criteria for student performance  
- This information will be presented to the BPE in July 

 



ITEM 18 
 
 

ACTION ON ACCREDITATION THREE-
YEAR CYCLES 

 
 

Crystal Andrews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

Date: May 15-16, 2025 

Presentation Recommend approval of the 2025-2028 three-
year cycles for the accreditation process. 

Presenter Crystal Andrews 

Position Title Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 
Office of Public Instruction 

Overview The purpose of this presentation is to determine 
the order in which districts will be scheduled for 
the three-year cycles. 

Requested Decision(s) Action Item 

Related Issue(s) Chapter 55; Accreditation Standards; Rulemaking; 
Rule Adoption; Implementation 

Recommendation(s) Approve the 2025-2028 three-year cycles for the 
accreditation process. 



 

Presented by Crystal Andrews, Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 
 

Susie Hedalen, Superintendent 
PO Box 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 

 
 

 
 

Phone: 406.444.3680 
opi.mt.gov 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Accreditation Cycles 2025-28 
Action Item 

 
Three Year Cycles (2025-2028) 

- Determined to divide by MASS Regions  
- Consideration of what regions work together, size of regions, travel for OPI 
- BPE will pick the order of the cycles by random selection  

 
Group A Group B Group C 
North East South Central North West 
South East Four Rivers Western 
Hi Line  Central 
North Central   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Determine 
 

2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 
Group _____ Group  _____ Group  _____ 

 
 



ITEM 19 
 
 

ACTION ON THE ACCREDITATION STATUS 
OF ALL SCHOOLS 

 
 

Crystal Andrews 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

 
Date: May 15-16, 2025 

  

Presentation Recommend approval of the 2024-25 
Accreditation Status of All Schools. 

  
Presenter Crystal Andrews  
 
Position Title Accreditation and Licensure Senior Manager 
 Office of Public Instruction 
Overview The Superintendent of Public Instruction provides 

the Board of Public Education the 2024-2025 
Annual Montana Accreditation Report. This 
presentation includes a review of the process 
used to determine accreditation status for all 
schools, analysis of the data, and a review of the 
accreditation determinations for all schools. 
Superintendent Hedalen recommends approval of 
the 2024-2025 Final Accreditation Status for All 
Accredited Schools as presented.  
 
The 2024-2025 Annual Montana Accreditation 
Report is embargoed until May 16, 2025. 

  
Requested Decision(s) Action Item 
  
Related Issue(s)  
  
Recommendation(s) Approve the 2024-2025 Accreditation Status for 

All Accredited Schools as recommended by the 
State Superintendent. 



ITEM 20 
 
 

INITIAL REVIEW OF SUPERINTENDENT’S 
PROPOSED REVISIONS TO ARM TITLE, 10, 
CHAPTER 53, ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
AND LITERACY CONTENT STANDARDS 

 
 

Marie Judisch 
 
 

  



 

 

 

Montana Board of Public Education 
Executive Summary 

 
Date: May 2025 

  

Presentation English Language Arts (ELA) and Literacy Content 
Standards Revisions 

  
Presenter Marie Judisch 

  
Position Title Senior Manager of Teaching and Learning 

Montana Office of Public Instruction 
  
Overview Summary of the Superintendent’s 

recommendations for the ELA and Literacy 
content standards.  The recommendation 
includes historical context for revisions, 
processes, research, and final proposals for 
amendment to ARM 10.53.400-10.53.425. 

  
Requested Decision(s)  

  Informational Item 
Related Issue(s) 20-7-101, MCA Accreditation Standards-Process 

for Adoption 
 2-4-405, MCA    Economic Impact Statement 
Recommendation(s)  
 None 



State of Montana  PO Box 200601 
  Helena, Montana 59620-0601 
  (406) 444-6576 
  www.bpe.mt.gov 

 Board of Public Education 
 
 
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TIMELINE 
PROPOSED CHAPTER 53 RULES 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY CONTENT STANDARDS 
 
 

Proposal Notice to BPE for consideration       May15-16, 2025 
 

BPE approves rulemaking timeline        July 16-18, 2025 
 

BPE authorization to publish Proposal Notice, including public hearing date   July 16-18, 2025 
 

Proposal Notice to SOS for publication in MAR      July 29, 2025 
 

MAR publication of Proposal Notice        August 8, 2025 
 Public comment begins 

 
Public hearing date          after August 28, 2025 

 
Final public comment deadline         September 5, 2025 

 
Adoption Notice to BPE for consideration/respond to comments   September 11-12, 2025 

 
Economic Impact Statement to Education Interim Committee    before November 19-21, 2025 

 
BPE authorization to publish Adoption Notice      November 19-21, 2025 

 
Adoption Notice to SOS for publication in MAR      November 25, 2025 

 
MAR publication of Adoption Notice       December 5, 2025 

 
Effective date of rules          July 1, 2027 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Board of Public Education may revise the above dates, based on the requirements of the Montana 

Administrative Procedure Act and the rulemaking statutes. 



 

Proposed Amendments to the Administrative Rules of Montana 
 English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards, Chapter 10.53 Subchapter 4 
Completed March 2025 by the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Prepared for: The Montana Board of Public Education 

Prepared by: 
- Marie Judisch, Senior Manager, Teaching and Learning, Montana Office of Public Instruction 
- Aimee Konzen, Professional Learning Manager        

- Claire Mikeson, English Language Arts and Literacy Instructional Coordinator, Montana Office of Public Instruction 

Overview 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction, with approval from the Montana Board of Public Education (BPE), opened the Montana English Language 
Arts and Literacy Standards detailed in Chapter 10.53.4 of the Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM)1 for review in late 2023. The purpose of the 
review is to ensure that Montana public schools are setting high academic standards for all children of our state. The goal is to serve Montana 
students and educators with the best possible English language arts and literacy standards to guide instruction and prepare students for their lives 
beyond the classroom. This document is provided to the BPE to review the Superintendent’s recommended amendments and updates to the 
English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. It includes an introduction to Montana’s ELA content standards, a summary of the research, review, 
and revision activities that informed the Superintendent’s consideration and deliberation with instructional partners; the Superintendent’s proposed 
changes consisting of both the rationales for the changes and their proposed specific language (i.e., ARM “redlines”). 

 

 



 

 

Table of Contents  
Overview 1 
Table of Contents 2 
Introduction 3 

Historical Context 3 
Summary of Research and Review Activities 4 

Research and Review Phase 4 
Revision Phase 6 
Negotiated Rulemaking 8 

Superintendent’s Recommended Revisions to Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 9 
Instructions for navigating this document: 9 
2024 Proposal Overview 10 
ARM 10.53.414: Montana K-12 English Language Arts and Literacy Practices 11 
ARM 10.53.415: Montana Kindergarten English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 13 
ARM 10.53.416: Montana Grade 1 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 18 
ARM 10.53.417: Montana Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 24 
ARM 10.53.418: Montana Grade 3 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 29 
ARM 10.53.419: Montana Grade 4 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 34 
ARM 10.53.420: Montana Grade 5 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 38 
ARM 10.53.421: Montana Grade 6 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 43 
ARM 10.53.422: Montana Grade 7 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 47 
ARM 10.53.423: Montana Grade 8 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 51 
ARM 10.53.424: Montana Grades 9-10 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 1 

Appendices: 1 
Appendix A: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Task Force Members 1 
Appendix B: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Review Team Members 1 
Appendix C: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Reconciliation Team Members 1 
Appendix D: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Negotiated Rulemaking Committee 1 
Appendix E: Montana Office of Public Instruction Project Leadership and Support 1 
Appendix F: Standards Crosswalk 1 
Appendix G: Guidance Documents 1 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     2 



 

 

Introduction 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction, supported by staff of the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI), launched a comprehensive process to 
review, revise, and update Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy (ELA) Standards. The goal  was to make the ELA and Literacy Standards 
more approachable and understandable while retaining rigor and high expectations for students. Specifically, the Task Force sought to improve the 
standards to provide simplicity, practicality, and clarity. Montana’s ELA and Literacy Standards should consist of fewer standards focused on specific 
learning goals and written in clear and concise language for students, parents/guardians, and educators. The Task Force sought to increase a focus 
on critical concepts and literacy practices, authentically integrate the cultural heritage of Montana Indigenous Peoples, and identify ways to 
effectively integrate updated research on learning and instruction. The Superintendent seeks to foster increased educator confidence, student 
capacity, and parent/guardian/community understanding of ELA teaching and learning in Montana. 

Historical Context 
Montana educators have worked since the 1980s to develop statewide standards in ELA and other subject areas, informed by work by national 
professional associations such as the National Council for Teachers of English. This work was periodically given extra impetus through federal 
influence or requirements. For example, the federal Title 1 program for low-income students who needed additional help in reading and math 
required all states to have state standards in reading and math by 1998. In 2011, the BPE adopted ELA standards based on the Common Core 
State Standards. Details of Montana’s current ELA standards can be found in ARM Chapter 10.53.4, as well as in guidance documents provided by 
OPI. 

The English Language Arts and Literacy Standards influence and guide such matters as the preparation and professional, curriculum adoption, and 
assessment. The amendments and updates proposed in this document are focused on keeping the legacy of this thoughtful work by earlier 
educators and instructional partners while evolving Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy Standards to be more succinct and approachable 
for the public and supporting teachers and schools in order to continually improve and put Montana students first. 
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Summary of Research and Review Activities 
As guided by § 20-7-101, MCA, the Superintendent and OPI staff organized and implemented a series of formal and informal, internal and external 
research and instructional partner engagement activities to facilitate the development of proposed revisions to Montana’s English Language Arts 
and Literacy Standards. 

Table 1: Content Standard Amendment Timeline 

Research and 
Review 
(OPI) 

Revision  
(OPI) 

Negotiated 
Rulemaking 
(OPI, BPE) 

Adoption Phase 
(OPI, BPE) 

Adoption 
 (BPE) 

Implementation 

September 2023 
through March 

2024 

April through 
November 2024 

December 2024 
through January 

2025 

February through 
July 2025 

September 2025 July 2026 

The first three steps (Research and Review, Revision, and Negotiated Rulemaking) are described in detail below. The remaining steps in the 
process are under the purview of the BPE, although OPI staff will support the BPE as it carries out its responsibilities in considering the 
Superintendent’s proposed changes and moving forward with those recommendations that they accept. 

Research and Review Phase 
Beginning in September 2023, the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) conducted preliminary research to guide the review and revision 
process. This included OPI staff engaging staff of the Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest (REL Northwest)1 to prepare summaries of 
research and evidence on ELA and literacy teaching and learning and collecting samples of ELA and literacy standards used in other US states and 
Canadian provinces. Through this review, opportunities for enhancements to Montana’s content standards were identified. Specifically, four key 
opportunities were articulated: 

1  
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards/Standards-Revision/ELA#11089913042-proposed-standards-draft-and-relevant-research 
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1. Update standards to include the most recent research and evidence on effective English language arts and literacy teaching and 
learning. 

As Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy Standards were last updated in 2011, the Superintendent felt it was timely to review the 
standards for opportunities to incorporate the latest research on ELA and literacy teaching and learning, including integrating research on the 
Science of Reading and evidence-based literacy instruction at both the elementary and secondary levels.  

2. Promote simplicity, clarity, and practicality in Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. 

Content standards are of greatest interest and utility to professional educators and the organizations that prepare and employ them. That 
said, the Superintendent felt the standards had more detail than was necessary in places. Streamlining the standards to remove any 
redundancy or unnecessary detail would make them not only more useful for educators but would also make them more easily accessible by 
educational stakeholders and rights holders, including parents and members of the community. Detailed guidance and examples of ELA and 
literacy concepts could be created and offered to educators in OPI guidance documents as elaborations of the standards, while keeping the 
most essential language within ARM. This is an approach taken by several states and Canadian provinces that makes their ELA standards 
easier to parse and understand for both professional educators and the public. 

3. Identify literacy practices. 

In condensing the English Language Arts and Literacy Standards, the ELA revision Task Force elected to create literacy practices, following 
the lead of the Math Standards revision team, who had adopted the Common Core’s standards for mathematical practice in 2011 and 
revised them in 2023. Literacy practices refer to the habits, skills, and ways of thinking that are essential for effectively and authentically 
engaging with texts and the real world and are intended to promote a deeper understanding of English language arts by encouraging 
students to develop and practice transferable skills necessary for success in post-secondary education, careers, and community 
participation. The literacy practices are designed to be integrated throughout the teaching and learning of ELA. 

4. Authentically integrate Indian Education for All (IEFA) into Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. 

Montana’s current ELA standards include references to Indian Education for All (IEFA), but they can feel added as an afterthought or be lost 
within lengthy requirements of a standard. The Superintendent charged with the Revision Task Force to find ways to more authentically 
integrate ELA examples and practices that honor the diverse and rich legacy of Indigenous Peoples in Montana. Through professional 
learning opportunities brought forth in partnership with Education Northwest and the OPI’s IEFA and Tribal Relations and Resiliency team, 
the Task Force and committee had continual conversations on how to best meet this charge in an authentic and respectful manner. 
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Revision Phase 
Informed by the research and opportunities for revision identified in the research and review phase described above, the Superintendent and OPI 
staff launched an English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Task Force. The Task Force consisted of a Writing Team, Review Team, 
and Reconciliation Team composed of current and former Montana English Language Arts and Literacy teachers, higher education faculty, and 
other education partners (See Appendix A, B and C for a complete list). OPI recruited Task Force members from schools, institutions, and 
communities across the state to get a broad representation of school communities and sizes as well as a broad range of professional expertise in 
K-12 ELA instruction, including strong experience in connecting Indian Education for All (IEFA) Essential Understandings to the ELA Content 
Standards.  

OPI convened the Task Force several times virtually between April and October of 2024. They participated in an orientation session to familiarize 
themselves with their roles and responsibilities as members, understand the superintendent's vision, and start building connections with one 
another. OPI provided professional learning sessions directly related to the Task Force’s needs, as determined by a survey. These sessions 
included professional development on a range of topics, such as: IEFA and the ELA Standards; Whole Child Skill Development, Indigenous World 
View Perspective; Culturally Responsive Teaching; Understanding our Indigenous Students’ Assessment Requirements and Considerations; 
English Language Learners; The Science of Reading and ELA Standards; a deep dive on the EdNorthwest Research briefs; State and National 
Standards review; Cross-Curricular Standards Integration; and CTE Pathways and Writing for Career and College Readiness, and Artificial 
Intelligence.   

The Writing Team gathered in person at the Montana State Capitol from July 15-18, 2024. During these sessions, the members reviewed their goals 
and priorities for the upcoming days. They also heard a presentation on Indigenous Student Voice by students Dayvany White Man Runs Him and 
Brandi Johnson, who shared their experiences with IEFA in the classroom and expressed their hopes for what other students could experience as a 
result of these revisions. As the Task Force began their work, the IEFA and Tribal Student Achievement and Relations team supported the work by 
hosting office hours to answer and respond to suggestions for the revisions.The Review Team came together at the State Capitol July 29-30, 2024. 
The Review Team reviewed the proposals from the Writing Team, taking time to understand the restructuring and vision moving forward. Relying on 
research, the Review Team provided documented feedback to move the process forward.  Meanwhile, the Reconciliation Team worked virtually in 
August and September 2024 to review both teams' revisions and ensure alignment of standards and language from grades K-12. The Reconciliation 
Team concluded their work with an in-person meeting on October 7-8, 2024. 

Throughout the entire process, information was updated on the OPI website, including meeting agendas, recordings, and working revision 
documents. OPI staff collaborated with staff from the Region 17 Comprehensive Center at Education Northwest, including Jacob Williams, Erich 
Stiefvater, and Mandy Smoker-Broadus, to design and facilitate inclusive, collaborative, and productive in-person and virtual work sessions. 
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The Task Force generated a set of proposed revisions to the Montana State English Language Arts and Literacy Standards with accompanying 
rationales for the changes, relating to the superintendent’s proposed changes and the findings of the REL research. OPI staff worked with members 
of the Task Force to refine their recommendations and rationales and prepare detailed ARM language (i.e., “redlines”). The proposed changes and 
rationales can be found in the “Superintendent’s Recommended Revisions to Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards” section and 
are summarized below, correlating to REL aims. 

1. Update standards to include the most recent research and evidence on effective English language arts and literacy teaching and 
learning. 

For K-5, this included adding to and revising existing Foundational Reading Standards, including the addition of a strand focused on 
encoding. Foundational Reading Standards were extended to newly apply to secondary grades, including the addition of decoding standards 
focused on reading and morphology. The Revision Task Force also recognized the false distinction between Reading Literature and Reading 
Informational Texts standards, and thus proposed combining the standards to encompass reading standards for both fiction and nonfiction, 
of which informational texts are just one genre. Promote simplicity, clarity, and practicality in Montana English Language Arts and Literacy 
Standards. 

The Task Force proposed repealing the interdisciplinary ELA and Literacy Standards, ARM 10.53.411-10.53.413, with the understanding that 
interdisciplinary instructional approaches could be added to the guidance documents. Similarly, the College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards were repealed, as they essentially served as end goals for all students, and were thus redundant. 

The Task Force restructured the standards in several ways. Firstly, standards have been organized by grade level rather than domain to 
maintain consistency with existing subject-area standards. Domains were also restructured to separate research from writing, recognizing 
that these standards may or may not be taught in conjunction in practice and condensed the language standards, repealing the language 
domain in order to integrate language standards into the domains of Writing and Speaking and Listening to better reflect the contexts in 
which these standards are realistically assessed. Proposed changes also included the creation of a new domain of Research and Inquiry for 
standards previously held under the Writing domain, with the purpose of emphasizing their significance and reflecting that these standards 
may or may not directly align with writing standards in instruction. 

2. Identify literacy practices. 

The Task Force collaborated to create a set of proposed Literacy Practices intended to guide the implementation of ELA and literacy 
instruction across K-12. These practices highlight relevant, transferable literacy and real-world skills aimed at developing students’ literacy, 
agency, and success both in and out of the classroom. 
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3. Authentically integrate IEFA into Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. 

The Task Force worked to identify standards that would most meaningfully allow for purposeful integration of IEFA and the Essential 
Understandings, including standards focusing on the identification and analysis of theme and central ideas; point of view; content and genre; 
and vocabulary and word choice. An additional IEFA-specific standard was added in grades K-12 under the domain of Research and Inquiry 
to emphasize the reading and analysis of diverse sources related to learning regarding the Essential Understandings.      

Negotiated Rulemaking 
As required by § 20-7-101, MCA, and building on the contributions and outputs of the research and review and revision phases, the Superintendent 
convened a Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (NRC) to undertake an expanded public-engagement and fact-finding process to inform the 
articulation of her recommended revisions to the Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. The NRC consisted of the fifteen 
members fulfilling the required roles, as listed in MCA (See Appendix D for a complete list), and completed a consensus-based review and revision 
of the standards put forth by the English Language Arts and Literacy Task Force. After Negotiated Rulemaking commenced, the OPI presented the 
proposed revisions to the Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education (MACIE) to gather additional feedback to pass on to the Board of Public 
Education in March of 2025. 
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Superintendent’s Recommended Revisions to Montana English 
Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Instructions for navigating this document: 

Structure:  

Each grade level has a table presenting the proposed revisions. Importantly, both the Task Force and the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (NRC) 
proposed to repeal the 2011 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards, ARM 10.53.401-10.53.413.2 This decision was made in order to 
restructure the standard domains and enhance clarity. 

In the Literacy Practices and K-12 standards, this information is presented in three columns. On the left, you will find the Administrative Rule of 
Montana (ARM) code. The center column includes the proposed revisions from the Superintendent, based on the work conducted by the Task Force 
and NRC. The column located on the right presents the rationale for the changes. This rationale combines the reasoning from the two committee 
groups.  

It is important to note that the structure of the standards exist as they are given in ARM, and their structure within guidance documents may differ. 
While the teacher guidance documents from 2011 provide ‘clusters' that group certain standards by their shared core concepts, the ARM language 
from 2011 does not. You may also notice that the sentence structure in ARM presents a different format than the guidance documents. ARM utilizes 
semicolons and presents the standards as a list, while the guidance documents provide the standards in formal sentence structure using capitals 
and varying punctuation. The last thing you will notice is that the guidance documents utilize a coding system for the standards to help with the 
organization of the standards. It is not necessary for the standards presented in guidance documents to have the same structure as appears in 
ARM. It should be noted that throughout revisions, the Task Force referred to the guidance documents that are primarily used by educators in the 
field and do not match the ARM structure. The revision teams across K-12 intend to create dynamic guidance documents that present the standards 
in a clear and easy-to-follow way for educators and families. 

Additional Considerations: 
Each grade-level proposal will begin with an overview statement. This provides additional guidance from the Task Force and outlines trends 
throughout each section. For more information regarding the implementation plans of OPI, please refer to appendix G.  

2 See https://rules.mt.gov/search?query=10.53&v=browse&c=aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74%2C631a29ee-2f08-4aa6-a8cc-11a2049ea9f5.  
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2024 Proposal Overview  

Guidance Documents:  
The Superintendent, Negotiated Rulemaking Committee, Task Force members, OPI Staff, and educators all agree that robust and dynamic 
guidance documents must be created to ensure the successful implementation of the proposed standards. This work will include recommendations 
from the Task Force, Negotiated Rulemaking Committee to support a variety of instructional partners, from families to educators and everyone in 
between. The proposed documents also contain recommendations ranging from IEFA integration, to Special Education support, and to strategies for 
supporting literacy at home. For more information regarding the proposed guidance documents, please refer to Appendix G.  

Common Trends Throughout the Standards:  
Many trends emerged that were consistent throughout the grade levels, K-12. A list and brief description of each has been provided here:  

Cultural Connections Statement:  
The 2011 set of standards often presented the Indian Education For All statement in the middle of a standard. Following the lead of the math 
standard revisions, Task Force, and NRC all agreed that a new place should be found for this statement to provide more prominence and to 
increase the clarity of the concept contained within the standard. The NRC weighed the use of “Indigenous Peoples” against “American Indian” 
extensively. While “American Indian” is the federally adopted language, the NRC felt that “Indigenous Peoples” was more respectful, clarifying that 
“American Indian(s)” implies one group alone while “Indigenous Peoples” communicates that many cultural groups exist within Indigenous 
Populations. Where appropriate, the phrase: “including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples” was added as a descriptor to the end of a 
standard. This language and placement is used consistently throughout the K-12 items. A new Research and Inquiry standard was developed to 
focus specifically on building research skills and knowledge regarding the Essential Understandings and Indigenous Peoples.  
 
Restructuring of Standards: 
Several changes were made to restructure the English Language Arts and Literacy Standards. This includes organizing the standards by grade 
level rather than domain in order to maintain consistency with other subject-area standards; repealing College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards and Interdisciplinary Standards with the intention of including relevant information and resources within the guidance documents; 
combining Reading Literature and Reading Informational Text to better reflect reading skills relevant to all genres; eliminating the Language domain 
and moving language standards into relevant reading, writing, and Speaking and Listening domains; and creating a domain of Research and 
Inquiry. 
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Removal of Examples and Elaborations:  
The Task Force and NRC made efforts to eliminate specific examples in the ARM language for standards. This is not to say that they believed 
examples are unnecessary; rather, they belong in guidance documents, rather than in ARM, to allow instructional clarity for educators.  

Revision for Clarity and Reducing Length:  
Many of the standards were revised with the intent to reduce the use of unnecessary language and redundancy to provide clarity to the concept. 
Often, revisions did not change the standard’s intent, but did shorten its length, and utilized language more familiar to families and educators. A 
glossary was also included for the purpose of defining words and phrases that audiences other than educators may not have familiarity with.  
 
 
 

ARM 10.53.414: Montana K-12 English Language Arts and Literacy Practices 
Proposed Action: Adoption 

Proposed Literacy Practices:  

In assessing the research compiled for the revision of English Language Arts and Literacy Standards and Literacy Practices, the Task Force 
identified eight Literacy Practices to be utilized in Montana to address the diverse and unique needs of Montana learners.  

ARM Code Proposed Literacy Practices 2024 Rationale 
10.53.414 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 

FOR LITERACY PRACTICE FOR GRADES K-12  
10.53.414.1 

(1) Literacy practice standard 1 is to practice broad literacy 
engagement. Literate students routinely read a broad range of 
literary and informational texts for a variety of purposes. 

Literate students build a foundation of knowledge in a broad 
range of topics through time spent reading and writing. 

10.53.414.2 
(2) Literacy practice standard 2 is to practice collaboration. 
Literate students collaborate with others using active 
communication skills. 

Literate students practice active listening and responsive 
communication. 
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10.53.414.3 
(3) Literacy practice standard 3 is to practice creativity. 
Literate students engage creatively to express their thoughts, 
deepen their understanding, and make connections. 

Literate students are able to activate and utilize their 
imaginations. to make choices and communicate their ideas. 

10.53.414.4 
(4) Literacy practice standard 4 is to practice critical thinking. 
Literate students analyze, reason, problem solve, and make 
decisions. 

Given the wide range of available information, critical thinking 
is a crucial skill of a literate student. 

10.53.414.5 
(5) Literacy practice standard 5 is to practice cultural 
considerations. Literate students acknowledge and respect 
diverse cultural perspectives, including those of Montana 
Indigenous Peoples. 

In this modern world, literate individuals consider, understand, 
and appreciate other perspectives. 

10.53.414.6 
(6) Literacy practice standard 6 is to practice effective 
communication. Literate students routinely express their ideas 
through speaking and writing coherently in a broad range of 
literary and informational genres. 

Literate students distinguish between genres when writing 
and communicate for a variety of purposes. 

10.53.414.7 
(7) Literacy practice standard 7 is to practice strategic 
technology use. Literate students effectively and responsibly 
use technology to access and evaluate information to express 
ideas. 

Literate students understand how to access and utilize 
changing technology responsibly. 

10.53.414.8 
(8) Literacy practice standard 8 is to practice student agency. 
Literate students take an active role in their learning, using 
guidance and feedback to connect their skills and knowledge 
to practical applications, college readiness, and career 
development. 

Practicing student agency is essential because it empowers 
literate students to take ownership of their learning, making it 
meaningful and relevant. By actively engaging with guidance 
and feedback, students connect their skills to practical 
applications, preparing them for college and career success. 
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ARM 10.53.415: Montana Kindergarten English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt 

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 41 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024:  34 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 7 

Proposed Montana Kindergarten English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Kindergarten Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.415 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR KINDERGARTEN 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for kindergarten are that each 
student will be able to:  

 
(a) understand print concepts by: 

 
(i) following words from left to right, top to bottom, and page 

by page; 
 

(ii) recognizing the distinguishing features of a sentence; 
 

(iii) locating essential text features of a book; and 
 

(b) understand phonemic awareness by: 
 
(i)  identifying initial, final, and medial phoneme in 

consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words with automaticity; 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Retained as understanding print concept skills are key component to 
reading development 
 
Moved into kindergarten from 1st grade foundation reading standards to 
align better with research and reading development 
 
Retained and combined from multiple domains for clarity 
 
 
Phonemic Awareness substrand added (replacing Phonological 
Awareness) for specificity and to reflect its importance in current research 
of reading development and effective instruction 
 
 
New: Includes explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align 
with research and best practices 
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Kindergarten Standards 2025 Rationale 
(ii) orally blending phonemes in CVC words with automaticity; 

 
(iii) orally segmenting phonemes in CVC words with 

automaticity; and 
 

(c) demonstrate decoding skills by: 
 
(i) naming and producing the most common sounds for all 

consonants;  
 

(ii) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 
relationships between consonant graphemes and their most 
commonly occurring phonemes; 
 

(iii) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 
relationships between vowel graphemes and short vowel 
phonemes; 
 

(iv) decoding words using one-to-one phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences in VC and CVC words with accuracy; 
 

(v) reading decodable texts accurately; and 
  

(d) demonstrate encoding skills by: 
 
(i) encoding words using one-to-one phoneme-grapheme 

correspondences in VC and CVC words with accuracy; 
 

(ii) printing many upper and lowercase letters. 
 

 
Retained with explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align 
with research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align 
with research and best practices 
 
Decoding substrand added to reflect its importance in current research of 
reading development and effective instruction 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align 
with research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align 
with research and best practices 
 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align 
with research and best practices 
 
 
 
New: Explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
New: Explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
 
Encoding standards added to Foundational Reading Standards for K-5 to 
reflect reciprocal connection between reading, spelling, and writing 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
Transferred from Language domain, as this standard is more accurately 
aligned with the encoding substrand 
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Kindergarten Standards 2025 Rationale 
(2) Vocabulary standards for kindergarten are that each student will 

be able to: 
 

(a) use word learning strategies to determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases; 
 

(b) develop and apply expanding word knowledge through shared 
reading and classroom conversation; and 
 

(c) with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text, including those with cultural significance 
to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect 
connection between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains 
for clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations 
key to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for kindergarten are that each student will be 
able to: 

 
(a) Read common high-frequency words with accuracy and 

automaticity. 
 

 
 
 
New: Added fluency standard appropriate to grade-level to reflect 
current research on reading development 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for kindergarten are that 
each student will be able to: 

 
(a) with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key 

details in text read aloud and presented through other media, 
including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) retell a familiar story; 
 

(c) with prompting and support, participate in discussions about the 
central idea and key details in a text, including those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive 
processes used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of retelling and concepts of central ideas and key details 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
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Kindergarten Standards 2025 Rationale 
 

(d) during or after a shared reading or listening experience, identify 
elements within stories and describe connections between events 
or ideas in informational text; 
 

(e) identify whether a text is telling a story or sharing information; and 
 

(f) identify who is telling the story at various points in shared reading 
of literary text, including texts by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and 
structure 
 
Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text contributing 
to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of view 

(5) Writing standards for kindergarten are that each student will be 
able to: 

 
(a) state a personal opinion orally, visually, or in written form; 

 
(b) make an informative statement about a topic and offer one or two 

details about the topic, orally, visually, or in written form; 
 

(c) tell a story with a beginning, middle, and end, orally, visually, or in 
written form; 
 

(d) in a shared setting, develop and strengthen writing by using a 
process including planning and drafting; 
 

(e) with prompting and support, form and expand simple sentences 
orally and in writing; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and 

 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence 
and paragraph formation and structure in the context of student 
writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
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Kindergarten Standards 2025 Rationale 
spelling when writing. 
 

between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific 
skills for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for kindergarten are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) with guidance, participate in shared research and writing projects, 

finding at least one topic to learn more about; 
 

(b) with guidance, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources on a topic; and 
 

(c) with guidance, participate in shared research, using 
grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 
including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for kindergarten are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety of 

partners; speak clearly; and practice taking turns and listen to 
others; and 
 

(b) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar when speaking. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
 
Separated original standard in Language domain under substrand 
Conventions of Standard English to be assessed in both Speaking 
and Listening and Writing domains; specific grade-level skills to be 
included in guidance documents 
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ARM 10.53.416: Montana Grade 1 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt 

Summary of Proposed Changes  

● Total number of standards in 2011: 41 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2025: 36 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2025: 8 

Proposed Montana Grade 1 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards  

Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.416 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR FIRST GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for kindergarten are that each 
student will be able to:  

 
(a) understand phonemic awareness by: 

 
(i) distinguishing long from short vowel sounds in spoken 

single-syllable words; 
 

(ii) orally blending phonemes in complex single-syllable 
words; and 
 

(iii) orally segmenting phonemes in complex single-syllable 
words. 
 

(b) demonstrate decoding skills by: 
 
(i) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 

relationships between consonant digraph and trigraph 

 
Phonemic Awareness substrand added for specificity (replacing Phonological 
Awareness) and to reflect its importance in current research of reading 
development and effective instruction 
 
Retained with explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align with 
research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align with 
research and best practices 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for phonemic awareness to align with 
research and best practices 
 
Decoding substrand added to reflect its importance in current research of 
reading development and effective instruction 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
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Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
graphemes and their most commonly occurring 
phonemes; 
 

(ii) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 
relationships between common vowel graphemes and 
long vowel phonemes; 
 

(iii) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 
relationships between common r-controlled vowel 
graphemes and phonemes; 
 

(iv) decoding regularly spelled one-syllable words; 
 

(v) decoding regularly spelled two-syllable words comprised 
of closed syllables following basic patterns, by breaking 
the words into syllables; 
 

(vi) decoding words with inflectional endings; and 
 

(vii) reading decodable texts accurately and with automaticity; 
 

(c) demonstrate encoding skills by: 
 
(i) encoding one-syllable words that follow regular spelling 

patterns; 
 

(ii) encoding two-syllable words comprised of closed 
syllables that follow regular spelling patterns; 
 

(iii) encoding words with inflectional endings, focusing on 
words that retain their root spelling when an inflectional 

 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
 
New: Explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
New: Added to reflect current research and grade-level appropriate decoding 
skills 
 
Encoding standards added to Foundational Reading Standards for K-5 to 
reflect reciprocal connection between reading, spelling, and writing 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
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Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
ending is added; and 
 

(iv) printing upper and lowercase letters with automaticity. 
 

 
 
Transferred from Language domain, as this standard is more accurately 
aligned with the encoding substrand 

(2) Vocabulary standards for first grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) use word learning strategies to determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases; 
 

(b) develop and apply expanding word knowledge through shared 
reading and classroom conversation; and 
 

(c) ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases in a text, including those with 
cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect connection 
between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for first grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

expression to support comprehension. 
 

(b) read common high-frequency words with accuracy and 
automaticity. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and combined from previous standards as fluency is a core 
component of developing proficient readers 
 
New: Added fluency standard appropriate to grade-level to reflect 
current research on reading development 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for first grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) ask and answer questions about key details in text read aloud 

and presented through other media, including texts by and about 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
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Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) retell a story; 
 

(c) participate in discussions about the central ideas and key details 
in a text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples; 
 

(d) during or after a shared reading or listening experience, 
describe elements within stories and connections between 
events or ideas in informational text; 
 

(e) identify basic text features and explain the differences between 
text that tell stories and texts that provide information; and 
 

(f) identify character point of view in shared reading stories, 
including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of retelling and concepts of central ideas and key details 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
in the context of students' own writing 
 
Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text contributing to 
comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" 
to emphasize connection between culture and point of view 

(5) Writing standards for first grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write an opinion piece providing one or more supporting 

reasons; 
 

(b) write an informative statement that introduces a topic and 
includes one or more facts about the topic; 
 

(c) write a narrative that introduces a clear beginning, middle, and 
end, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings; 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
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Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(d) develop and strengthen writing by using a process including 

planning, drafting, and implementing feedback; 
 

(e) with prompting and support, form and expand simple sentences 
orally and in writing; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for first grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) participate in shared research and writing projects, finding at 

least one topic to learn more about; 
 

(b) recall information from experiences or gather information from 
provided sources on a topic; and 
 

(c) with guidance, participate in shared research, using 
grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 
including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for first grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety 

of partners; practice taking turns and listening to others; and 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     22 



 

 

Grade 1 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(b) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar when speaking. 
 

Separated original standard in Language domain under substrand 
Conventions of Standard English to be assessed in both Speaking 
and Listening and Writing domains; specific grade-level skills to be 
included in guidance documents 
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ARM 10.53.417: Montana Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 38 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 29 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 8 

Proposed Montana Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards  

Grade 2 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.417 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR SECOND GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for second grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) demonstrate decoding skills by: 

 
(i) demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 

relationships between all complex vowel phonemes and 
graphemes; 
 

(ii) decoding two-syllable words comprised of different 
syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns by 
breaking the words into syllables; 
 

(iii) decoding words with common prefixes and suffixes; and 
 

(b) demonstrate encoding skills by: 
 

 
 
Decoding substrand added to reflect its importance in current 
research of reading development and effective instruction 
 
New: Explicit details included for decoding development to align with 
research and best practices 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
Encoding standards added to Foundational Reading Standards for 
K-5 to reflect reciprocal connection between reading, spelling, writing 
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Grade 2 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(i) encoding one-syllable words with all phoneme-grapheme 

patterns; 
 

(ii) encoding two-syllable words comprised of different 
syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns; 
 

(iii) encoding words with common prefixes and suffixes, 
including words that require a spelling change to the root 
when adding an inflectional ending; and 
 

(iv) printing upper and lowercase letters with automaticity and 
accuracy, including the introduction of cursive. 
 

 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
New: NRC committee added to reflect grade-level appropriate 
encoding skills; noted the need for extended instruction in guidance 
documents and resources for teachers  

(2) Vocabulary standards for second grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) use word learning strategies, including knowledge of 

morphemes, to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases; 
 

(b) develop and apply expanding word knowledge and 
morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 
reading, and classroom conversation; and 
 

(c) determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text, including 
those with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect connection 
between vocabulary and reading comprehension 

 

 

 

Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for second grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
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Grade 2 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

expression to support comprehension; and 
 

(b) read common high-frequency words with accuracy and 
automaticity. 
 

Retained and combined from previous standards as fluency is a core 
component of developing proficient readers 
 
New: Added fluency standard appropriate to grade-level to reflect 
current research on reading development 
 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for second grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) ask and answer questions about shared text to demonstrate an 

understanding of key details, including texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) recount a portion of a text; 
 

(c) determine the central ideas and key details in a text, including 
those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) during or after a shared reading or listening experience, 
describe the connections between elements, events, or ideas 
within fiction and nonfiction texts; 
 

(e) describe the basic structure and features of different types of 
texts; identify the sequence of information or narrative within a 
text; and 
 

(f) compare differences in characters' point of view in shared 
reading stories, including texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of recounting and concepts of central idea and key details 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents 
 
 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation 
 
 
Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text contributing to 
comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" 
to emphasize connection between culture and point of view 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     26 



 

 

Grade 2 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(5) Writing standards for second grade are that each student will 

be able to: 
 
(a) write an opinion piece, providing several supporting reasons, 

and include a basic introduction and conclusion; 
 

(b) write an informative piece that introduces a topic, includes facts 
about the topic, and has a basic introduction and conclusion; 
 

(c) write a narrative that introduces a clear beginning, middle, and 
end, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 
and uses transition words to signal sequence; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen writing by using a process including 
planning, drafting, revising, and implementing feedback; 
 

(e) form and expand simple and compound sentences orally and in 
writing; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for second grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) with guidance, participate in individual research and writing 

projects, finding at least one topic to learn more about; 
 

(b) recall information from experiences; gather information from 
provided sources on a topic; and sort information into 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
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Grade 2 Standards 2025 Rationale 
categories; and 
 

(c) with guidance, participate in individual research, using 
grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 
including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for second grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety 

of partners; consider and restate their perspectives and ask 
questions to clarify ideas; and 
 

(b) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar when speaking. 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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ARM 10.53.418: Montana Grade 3 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 42 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 28 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 6 

Proposed Montana Grade 3 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 3 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.418 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR THIRD GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for third grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) demonstrate decoding skills by: 

 
(i) decoding two- and three-syllable words comprised of all 

syllable types; 
 

(ii) decoding two- and three-syllable words with common 
roots and affixes; and 
 

(b) demonstrate encoding skills by: 
 
(i) encoding multisyllabic words including words with 

common affixes; 
 

 
 
Decoding substrand added to reflect its importance in current 
research of reading development and effective instruction 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
Encoding standards added to Foundational Reading Standards for 
K-5 to reflect reciprocal connection between reading, spelling, writing 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
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Grade 3 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(ii) encoding two-syllable words comprised of different 

syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns; and 
 

(iii) encoding words with common prefixes and suffixes, 
including words that require a spelling change to the root 
when adding an inflectional ending. 

 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 

(2) Vocabulary standards for third grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) develop and apply expanding word knowledge and 

morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 
reading, and classroom conversation; and 
 

(b) determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those 
with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 

Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect connection 
between vocabulary and reading comprehension 

Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for third grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

expression to support comprehension. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and combined from previous standards as fluency is a core 
component of developing proficient readers 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for third grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 

text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for the answers, 
including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of paraphrase and concepts of theme/central idea 
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Grade 3 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(b) paraphrase a text; 

 
(c) identify and explain a stated central idea or theme and how it is 

developed with key details in a text, including those by and 
about Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(d) describe how elements within a fictional story contribute to the 
sequence of events; describe the sequence of events, steps, 
and or/ideas within nonfiction texts; 
 

(e) identify figurative language; 
 

(f) compare and contrast the structure and features of different 
types of texts; and 
 

(g) distinguish their own point of view from that of the writer or those 
of the characters, including texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained with explicit grade-level skills, as understanding figurative language 
is a key skill in reading comprehension 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
in the context of students' own writing 
 
Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text contributing to 
comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" 
to emphasize connection between culture and point of view 

(5) Writing standards for third grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write an opinion piece including an introduction, supporting 

reasons, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion; 
 

(b) write an informative piece that includes an introduction, facts, 
definitions, details, and a conclusion; 
 

(c) write a narrative about real or imagined experiences or events 
using descriptive details, and clear sequences; 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
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Grade 3 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(d) develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process 

including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 
and editing; 
 

(e) form and expand simple and compound sentences to write a 
paragraph; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for third grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct short, guided research projects that build knowledge 

about a topic, referencing at least one source; and 
 

(b) recall information from experiences; gather information from 
multiple sources on a topic; and organize information into logical 
categories; and 
 

(c) conduct short, guided research projects, using 
grade-appropriate fiction and nonfiction sources from diverse 
cultural perspectives, acknowledging the role of story and oral 
tradition in the histories, values, and beliefs of Montana 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for third grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     32 



 

 

Grade 3 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on 

topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building on the 
ideas of others; 
 

(b) recount the main ideas and supporting details of a text or portion 
of a text read aloud or presented through a variety of media 
formats; and 
 

(c) report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience. 
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ARM 10.53.419: Montana Grade 4 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt 

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 43 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 3 

Proposed Montana Grade 4 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 4 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.419 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR FOURTH GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for fourth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of 

letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morpheme structures; and 
 

(b) encode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of taught 
letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morpheme structures. 
 

 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
 
New: Added to reflect grade-level appropriate encoding skills 
 
 
 

(2) Vocabulary standards for fourth grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) develop and apply expanding word knowledge and 

morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 
reading, and classroom conversation; and 
 

 
 
 
Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect connection 
between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
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Grade 4 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(b) determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those 
with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for fourth grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

expression to support comprehension. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and combined from previous standards as fluency is a core 
component of developing proficient readers 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for fourth grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) refer to specific details and examples in a text to explain what it 

explicitly states and to draw inferences, including those by and 
about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) summarize a portion of a text; 
 

(c) identify and explain a stated or implied central idea or theme 
and how it is developed with key details in a text, including those 
by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) explain the connections between elements within a fictional 
story; explain the relationships between events or ideas within 
nonfiction texts; 
 

(e) identify and explain how figurative language contributes to the 
meaning of the text; 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained with explicit grade-level skills, as understanding figurative language 
is a key skill in reading comprehension 
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Grade 4 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(f) describe how an author's structural choices and text features 

contribute to the overall meaning; and 
 

(g) compare and contrast the point of view from which different texts 
are written, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
 
 
Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text contributing to 
comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" 
to emphasize connection between culture and point of view 

(5) Writing standards for fourth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write opinion pieces with a clear organizational structure 

including an introduction, reasons supported by facts and 
details, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion; 
 

(b) write informative pieces with a clear organizational structure, 
including an introduction and conclusion, linking facts, 
definitions, and details using transition words; 
 

(c) write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events 
using dialogue, descriptive details, and clear sequences; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process 
including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 
and editing; 
 

(e) write a paragraph using simple, compound, and complex 
sentences; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     36 



 

 

Grade 4 Standards 2025 Rationale 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for fourth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct short research projects that build knowledge of different 

aspects of a topic, referencing multiple relevant sources; 
 

(b) gather and take notes on relevant information from multiple 
sources; organize information into logical categories; and 
 

(c) conduct short research projects, using grade-appropriate fiction 
and nonfiction sources from diverse cultural perspectives, 
acknowledging the role of story and oral tradition in the histories, 
values, and beliefs of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for fourth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on 

topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building on the 
ideas of others; 
 

(b) paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information 
presented through a variety of media formats; and 
 

(c) report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in 
an organized manner using descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes. 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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ARM 10.53.420: Montana Grade 5 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 43 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 25 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 3 

Proposed Montana Grade 5 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 5 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.420 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR FIFTH GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for fifth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of 

letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morpheme structures; and 
 

(b) encode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of 
English graphemes, syllabication patterns, and taught 
morpheme structures. 
 

 
 
 
Retained with explicit details included for decoding development to 
align with research and best practices 
 
 
New: Encoding standards added to Foundational Reading Standards 
for K-5 to reflect reciprocal connection between reading, spelling, and 
writing 

(2) Vocabulary standards for fifth grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) develop and apply expanding word knowledge and 

morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 
reading, and classroom conversation; and 
 

 
 
 
Transferred from Vocabulary and Acquisition substrand of the 
previous Language domain into Reading domain to reflect connection 
between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
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Grade 5 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(b) determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those 
with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for fifth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

expression to support comprehension. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and combined from previous standards as fluency is a core 
component of developing proficient readers 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for fifth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text, including 
those by about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) summarize a text; 
 

(c) explain the development of a stated or implied central idea or 
theme over the course of a text, including those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) use key details to compare and contrast two or more elements 
within a fiction or nonfiction text; 
 

(e) identify and explain how figurative language contributes to the 
meaning and tone of the text; 
 

(f) compare and contrast how text features, structures, and 
sequences of events or information in two or more texts 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained with explicit grade-level skills, as understanding figurative language 
is a key skill in reading comprehension 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
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Grade 5 Standards 2025 Rationale 
contribute to the overall meaning; 
 

(g) describe how a narrator's or author's point of view influences 
how events are described, including those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(h) compare and contrast multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences, including in 
those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
Revised and retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of 
view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
 
Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts across 
genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize connection between culture and content; NRC added “culturally 
diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for fifth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write opinion pieces with a clear organizational structure 

including an introduction, logically ordered reasons supported by 
facts and details, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion; 
 

(b) write informative pieces including an introduction and 
conclusion, linking facts, definitions, and details using transition 
words; 
 

(c) write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events 
using dialogue, descriptive details, clear sequences, and 
transition words; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process 
including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 
and editing; 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
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Grade 5 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(e) write a multi-paragraph piece using simple, compound, and 

complex sentences; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for fifth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct short research projects that build knowledge of different 

aspects of a topic, referencing a variety of relevant and reliable 
sources; and 
 

(b) gather and take notes on information from multiple relevant 
sources; organize information and provide a list of sources; and 
 

(c) conduct short research projects using traditional and 
contemporary fiction and nonfiction sources from diverse cultural 
perspectives, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for fifth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on 

topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building on the 
ideas of others; 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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Grade 5 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(b) summarize a text read aloud or information presented through a 

variety of media formats; and 
 

(c) report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas 
logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes. 
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ARM 10.53.421: Montana Grade 6 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt 

Summary of Proposed Changes  

● Total number of standards in 2011: 70 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 3 

Proposed Montana Grade 6 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 6 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.421 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR SIXTH GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for sixth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined 

knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morpheme structures. 
 

 
 
 
New: Extended decoding standards through 12th grade to align with 
reading research and best practices 

(2) Vocabulary standards for sixth grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) infer the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

fiction and nonfiction texts, including words and phrases with 
cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Condensed vocabulary standards for clarity; included "words and 
phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize cultural connotations key to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for sixth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
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Grade 6 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

prosody to support comprehension. 
 

New: Added fluency standard for grades 6-12 to align with reading 
research, including the addition of prosody as an element of fluency 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for sixth grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) cite textual evidence that supports analysis of what a text 

explicitly states, as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) provide an objective summary of the text; 
 

(c) determine a theme or central idea of a text and explain how it is 
conveyed through particular details, including those by and 
about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) determine how elements of a text are developed and build 
toward a conclusion; 
 

(e) analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and 
tone, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
 

(f) analyze how a sentence, section, chapter, scene, or stanza fits 
into the overall structure or theme of a text; 
 

(g) describe how an author's background and lived experiences 
affect the points of view in texts, including culturally diverse texts 
and those that represent the perspectives of Montana 
Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to make analysis applicable 
to broader use of language and word choice 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure  
 
Revised and retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of 
view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
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Grade 6 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(h) compare and contrast texts in different genres in terms of their 

approaches to similar topics, including culturally diverse texts 
and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts across 
genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize connection between culture and content; NRC added “culturally 
diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for sixth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write arguments using claims supported with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence; 
 

(b) write informative texts on a topic that convey ideas through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content; 
 

(c) write narratives about real or imagined events, using narrative 
techniques to engage the reader; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, 
revising, editing, implementing feedback, or trying a new 
approach; 
 

(e) write a cohesive, multi-paragraph text using a variety of simple, 
compound, and complex sentences; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for sixth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
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Grade 6 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) conduct research projects that answer a question, drawing on 

several reliable sources; 
 

(b) gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; quote or 
summarize the information and provide a list of sources; and 
 

(c) analyze the relationship between primary and secondary 
sources by conducting short research projects using sources 
from diverse cultural perspectives, including those written by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for sixth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of 

partners on topics, texts, and issues; 
 

(b) summarize and explain information presented in diverse media 
formats and how the format contributes to a topic, text, or issue; 
 

(c) describe a speaker's argument and specific claims, considering 
the speaker's perspective; and 
 

(d) present information using reasons and evidence appropriate for 
the context, sequencing ideas logically. 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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ARM 10.53.422: Montana Grade 7 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt 

Summary of Proposed Changes  

● Total number of standards in 2011: 70 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024:  24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 4 

Proposed Montana Grade 7 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 7 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.422 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR SEVENTH GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for seventh grade are that 
each student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined 

knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morpheme structures. 
 

 
 
 
New: Extended decoding standards through 12th grade to align with 
reading research and best practices 

(2) Vocabulary standards for seventh grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) articulate the potential effect of a specific word choice on the 

meaning when given two word choices in a set context, 
including words with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and 
structure in the context of students' own writing 

(3) Fluency standards for seventh grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
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Grade 7 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

prosody to support comprehension. 
 

New: Added fluency standard for grades 6-12 to align with reading 
research, including the addition of prosody as an element of fluency 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for seventh grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 

what a text explicitly states, as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples; 
 

(b) provide an objective summary of the text; 
 

(c) determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including those by and 
about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) analyze how particular elements of a text interact throughout its 
development; 
 

(e) determine the shades of meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical language, and their impact on meaning and tone; 
 

(f) analyze how a text's form or structure contributes to its meaning; 
 

(g) describe how an author's background and lived experiences 
affect the points of view in texts, including in culturally diverse 
texts and those that represent the perspectives of Montana 
Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to make analysis applicable 
to broader use of language and word choice 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
 
Revised and retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of 
view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
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Grade 7 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(h) analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic 

present information, using culturally diverse texts from different 
genres, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts across 
genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize connection between culture and content; NRC added “culturally 
diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for seventh grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) write arguments that support claims and acknowledge a 

counterclaim with clear reasons and relevant evidence; 
 

(b) write informative texts that examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization 
and analysis of sufficient content; 
 

(c) write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events, 
establishing a clear context and point of view; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, implementing feedback, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on purpose and audience; 
 

(e) write a cohesive, multi-paragraph text using simple, compound, 
complex, and compound-complex sentences; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 
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Grade 7 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(6) Research and inquiry standards for seventh grade are that 

each student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct research projects that answer self-generated questions, 

drawing on several reliable sources; 
 

(b) gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; use 
effective research strategies; quote, paraphrase, and summarize 
information; provide in-text citations and a bibliography; and 
 

(c) conduct short research projects to identify the role of story, 
narrative, and oral tradition using sources from diverse cultural 
perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view, including those 
of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for seventh grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of 

partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas; 
 

(b) analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in 
diverse media and formats and how the format contributes to a 
topic, text, or issue; 
 

(c) delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, determining 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence; identify the 
speaker's perspective; and 
 

(d) present information with relevant evidence in a focused, 
coherent manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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ARM 10.53.423: Montana Grade 8 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 70 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 4 

Proposed Montana Grade 8 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grade 8 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.423 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR EIGHTH GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for eighth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined 

knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morpheme structures. 
 

 
 
New: Extended decoding standards through 12th grade to align with 
reading research and best practices 

(2) Vocabulary standards for eighth grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) articulate the potential effect of specific word choice on meaning 

when given two comparative texts on the same subject or event, 
including words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Condensed and combined vocabulary standards across domains for 
clarity; included "words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize cultural connotations key 
to comprehending diverse texts 

(3) Fluency standards for eighth grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
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Grade 8 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(a) read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and 

prosody to support comprehension. 
 

New: Added fluency standard for grades 6-12 to align with reading 
research, including the addition of prosody as an element of fluency 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for eighth grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis 

of what a text explicitly states, as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples; 
 

(b) provide an objective summary of the text; 
 

(c) analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the 
course of the text and its relationship to specific elements of the 
text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention 
to specific elements or features of the text; 
 

(e) evaluate the impact of specific word choice, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical language, on meaning and tone; 
 

(f) compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text affects its 
meaning; 
 

(g) analyze how point of view or purpose shapes the content and 
style of a text, including in culturally diverse texts and those by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to make analysis applicable 
to broader use of language and word choice 
 
Combined and expanded from RL & RI domains for K-8 to include 
grade-appropriate focus on sentence and paragraph formation and structure 
 
 
Revised and retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of 
view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
 

English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards Revision Overview - March 2025                                                                     52 



 

 

Grade 8 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(h) analyze the relationship between two or more texts that provide 

conflicting information or depictions of the same topic, using 
culturally diverse texts from different genres, including those by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts across 
genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize connection between culture and content; NRC added “culturally 
diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for eighth grade are that each student will be 
able to: 
 
(a) write arguments that support claims and counterclaims with 

clear reasons and relevant evidence that follow a logical 
progression; 
 

(b) write informative texts that examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of sufficient content; 
 

(c) write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events, 
using descriptive details, well-structured event sequences, and 
transitions to convey shifts in time or setting; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, implementing feedback, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed; 
 

(e) write a cohesive multi-paragraph text appropriate to task and 
purpose using a variety of sentence types; and 
 

(f) demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
 
 
 
 
New: Added K-8 to include grade-appropriate focus on sentence and 
paragraph formation and structure in the context of student writing 
 
 
Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
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Grade 8 Standards 2025 Rationale 
writing or speaking. 
 

between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for eighth grade are that each 
student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct research projects that answer self-generated questions 

and allow for multiple avenues of exploration, drawing on 
several reliable sources; 
 

(b) gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; use 
effective research strategies; quote, paraphrase, and summarize 
information; provide in-text citations and a bibliography 
according to a standard style; and 
 

(c) conduct short research projects to analyze the role of story, 
narrative, and oral tradition when reading sources from diverse 
cultural perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view, 
including those of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for eighth grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of 

partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas 
and expressing their own clearly; 
 

(b) analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media 
and formats and evaluate the motives behind its presentation; 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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Grade 8 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(c) delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating 

the reasoning, evidence, and the speaker's perspective; and 
 

(d) present information with relevant evidence, emphasizing the 
main point in a focused, coherent manner appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and task. 
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ARM 10.53.424: Montana Grades 9-10 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes  

● Total number of standards in 2011: 70 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 3 

Proposed Montana Grades 9-10 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grades 9-10 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.424 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR 9th-10th GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for 9th-10th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode using combined knowledge of syllabication patterns and 

morphology to accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
and out of context. 
 

 
 
 
New: Extended decoding standards through 12th grade to align with 
reading research and best practices 

(2) Vocabulary standards for 9th-10th grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) determine the meaning of words and phrases in context, 

including figurative, connotative, cultural, and technical 
meanings and words and phrases with cultural significance to 
Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(b) identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech. 
 

 

Condensed vocabulary standards for clarity; included "words and 
phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize cultural connotations key to comprehending diverse texts 
 
 
Transferred vocabulary standard from Vocabulary and Acquisition 
substrand of the previous Language domain into Reading domain to 
reflect connection between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
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Grades 9-10 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(3) Fluency standards for 9th-10th grade are that each student will 

be able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate text with fluency, which includes 

accuracy, automaticity, and prosody, to support oral and silent 
reading comprehension. 
 

New: Added fluency standard for grades 6-12 to align with reading 
research, including the addition of prosody as an element of fluency 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for 9th-10th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) cite textual evidence to support analysis of both explicit and 

inferred meanings, including those by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) provide an objective summary of a text; 
 

(c) analyze how a theme or central idea is developed over the 
course of a text and discuss how emerging details shape, 
define, or forward the theme or central idea, including texts by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention 
to specific elements or features of the text; 
 

(e) analyze the impact of specific word choice, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical language, on meaning and tone; 
 

(f) analyze how an author's choices to structure a text create 
specific effects and impact meaning; 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
 
Retained and combined from RL.3 and RI.3 reading standards, with text 
features specific to genre to be listed in guidance documents 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to make analysis 
applicable to broader use of language and word choice 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to encourage analysis 
of variety of text structures 
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Grades 9-10 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(g) determine an author's point of view or purpose and analyze how 

the author communicates point of view or purpose, including 
culturally diverse texts and those by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(h) analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material 
in a specific work, comparing themes, topics, and rhetorical 
features where relevant, including culturally diverse texts and 
those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and 
point of view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
 
Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts 
across genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and content; ; 
NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for 9th-10th grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) write arguments that support claims and counterclaims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence; 
 

(b) write informative texts that examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content; 
 

(c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective narrative techniques, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen writing by planning, organizing, drafting, 
revising, implementing feedback, and editing to produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience; and 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
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Grades 9-10 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(e) demonstrate stylistically appropriate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 

Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for 9th-10th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct research projects that answer a question or solve a 

problem, producing a product that demonstrates understanding 
of the subject under investigation; 
 

(b) gather and synthesize credible information from multiple 
sources, using the research strategies effectively; quote or 
paraphrase using in-text citations and provide a reference page 
according to a standard style; and 
 

(c) conduct research by analyzing sources for stereotypes, 
assumptions, and conflicting perspectives, including culturally 
diverse sources and those by and about Montana Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit, grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for 9th-10th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) initiate and engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a 

variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively; 
 

(b) evaluate the credibility and accuracy of a variety of sources and 
identify the motives behind their presentation; 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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Grades 9-10 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(c) analyze a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of 

evidence and rhetoric; identify fallacies, faulty reasoning, and 
problematic evidence; consider the cultural backgrounds and 
lived experiences of the speaker and audience; and 
 

(d) present information, findings, and supporting evidence logically, 
in a manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
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ARM 10.53.425: Montana Grades 11-12 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes 

● Total number of standards in 2011: 70 
● Total number of standards proposed for 2024: 24 
● Total number of new standards proposed for 2024: 3 

Proposed Montana Grades 11-12 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 

Grades 11-12 Standards 2025 Rationale 
10.53.425 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR 11th-12th GRADE 

 

(1) Foundational reading standards for 11th-12th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 

 
(a) decode using combined knowledge of syllabication patterns and 

morphology to accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
and out of context. 
 

 
 
 
New: Extended decoding standards through 12th grade to align with 
reading research and best practices 

(2) Vocabulary standards for 11th-12th grade are that each student 
will be able to: 
 
(a) determine the inferred meaning of words and phrases, citing 

context, morphology, etymology, and cultural influences on 
language changes over time, including words and phrases with 
cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(b) identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech. 
 

 
 
 
Condensed vocabulary standards for clarity; included "words and 
phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize cultural connotations key to comprehending diverse texts 
 
 
Transferred vocabulary standards from Vocabulary and Acquisition 
substrand of the previous Language domain into Reading domain to 
reflect connection between vocabulary and reading comprehension 
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Grades 11-12 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(3) Fluency standards for 11th-12th grade are that each student 

will be able to: 
 
(a) read grade-appropriate text with fluency, which includes 

accuracy, automaticity, and prosody, to support oral and silent 
reading comprehension. 
 

 
 
 
New: Added fluency standard for grades 6-12 to align with reading 
research, including the addition of prosody as an element of fluency 

(4) Reading comprehension standards for 11th-12th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) cite textual evidence to support analysis of both explicit and 

inferred meanings, including texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(b) provide an objective summary of a text; 
 

(c) analyze the development of two or more themes or central ideas 
over the course of the text and determine how they interact and 
build on one another to produce a complex presentation, 
including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; 
 

(d) analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention 
to specific elements or features of the text; 
 

(e) analyze word choice including figurative, connotative, historical, 
and technical language, and its impact on meaning and tone; 
 

(f) analyze how an author's choices to structure specific parts of a 
text contribute to a text's development, meaning, and 
effectiveness; 
 

Combined RI and RL reading standards to eliminate inaccurate distinction; 
comprehension is a complex outcome achieved through cognitive processes 
used and adapted for specific text types and purposes 
 
Retained and combined from RL.1 and RI.2; NRC added “by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples,” as this standard is broadly applied 
 
 
 
Took this out from original RL.2 and RI.2 reading standards to distinguish 
between the skill of summary and concepts of theme/central idea 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains; text elements specific to 
genre can be listed in guidance documents; included "texts by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize how culture contributes to 
central ideas and themes 
 
 
 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to make analysis applicable 
to broader use of language and word choice 
 
 
Retained and combined from RL & RI domains to encourage analysis of 
variety of text structures 
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Grades 11-12 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(g) analyze an author's point of view or purpose and how style, 

content, and rhetoric contribute to the text, including those by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples; and 
 

(h) analyze foundational documents of historical and literary 
significance, comparing themes, topics, and rhetorical features 
where relevant, including culturally diverse texts and those by 
and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
Revised and retained as point of view is a relevant characteristic of a text 
contributing to comprehension; included "texts by and about Montana 
Indigenous Peoples" to emphasize connection between culture and point of 
view; NRC added “culturally diverse” to broaden applicability 
 
Condensed reading standards from RL & RI domains to eliminate 
redundancy, while maintaining practice of analysis of related texts across 
genres; included "texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples" to 
emphasize connection between culture and content; NRC added “culturally 
diverse” to broaden applicability 

(5) Writing standards for 11th-12th grade are that each student will 
be able to: 
 
(a) write multifaceted arguments that support claims and 

counterclaims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence; 
 

(b) write informative texts that examine and convey advanced 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 
the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content; 
 

(c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective narrative techniques, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences; 
 

(d) develop and strengthen writing by planning, organizing, drafting, 
revising, implementing feedback, and editing to produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience; and 
 

 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as argumentative writing and associated 
skills are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as informative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained and condensed, as narrative writing and associated skills 
are key skills of writing competence 
 
 
Retained with explicit grade-appropriate skills 
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Grades 11-12 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(e) demonstrate stylistically appropriate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 

Combined L.1 and L.2 standards formerly within Language domain 
under substrand Conventions of Standard English; distinguished 
between conventions that are in writing and in speaking; specific skills 
for each grade level to be included in guidance documents 

(6) Research and inquiry standards for 11th-12th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) conduct both short and in-depth research projects that answer 

questions or solve problems, using multiple reliable sources and 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation; 
 

(b) gather and synthesize relevant information from multiple 
sources, using advanced research strategies, citing accurately 
and appropriately and providing an annotated bibliography 
according to a standard style; and 
 

(c) conduct research using self-generated questions by analyzing 
sources for bias and misinformation, including culturally diverse 
sources and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
 

 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
Retained and moved from Writing domain to Research and Inquiry 
domain with explicit grade-level appropriate skills 
 
 
New: Research standard incorporating IEFA for K-12 to encourage 
deeper, student-driven incorporation of IEFA content and Essential 
Understandings; NRC committee revised to ensure scaffolding and 
include culturally diverse sources in addition to those by and about 
Montana Indigenous Peoples 

(7) Speaking and listening standards for 11th-12th grade are that 
each student will be able to: 
 
(a) initiate and engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a 

variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively; 
 

(b) evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and presentation of multiple 
sources in a variety of formats and from multiple perspectives; 
 

Retained and condensed for clarity from previous standards as 
speaking and listening skills are a key component of literacy 
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Grades 11-12 Standards 2025 Rationale 
(c) evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of 

evidence and rhetoric; consider the cultural backgrounds and 
lived experiences of the speaker and audience; and 
 

(d) present a clear and distinct argument that addresses opposing 
perspectives using information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, in a manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and 
task. 
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ARM 10.53.426: Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Glossary 
Proposed Action: Adopt  

Summary of Proposed Changes  

● Total number of definitions proposed for 2025: 18 

Proposed Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Glossary 

Glossary 2025 Rationale 

10.53.426 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY STANDARDS 
GLOSSARY 

These definitions were created to make the rules clear to the public, 
as determined by the Task Force and Negotiated Rulemaking 
Committee. All words are found within the content standards. 
 

(1) "Automaticity" means the ability to read words quickly and 
effortlessly. 
 

 
 

(2) "Connotative" describes implied ideas or associations beyond the 
denotative meaning of a word.  

(3) "Decoding" means the ability to apply sound-symbol relationships to 
read words. 

 

(4) "Encoding" means the translation of spoken word or sounds into 
writing, or spelling. 

 

(5) "Etymology" means the study of the origin of words and the 
historical development of their meaning. 

 

(6) "Figurative" describes non-literal or metaphorical use of language.  

(7) "Fluency" means the ability to read a text accurately, with 
appropriate pace and expression; fluency includes the skills of 
accuracy, automaticity, and prosody. 

 

(8) "Grapheme" means a letter or group of letters that represents a  
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Glossary 2025 Rationale 
single phoneme. 

(9) "Morpheme" means the smallest meaningful unit of language that 
cannot be further divided, including affixes, prefixes, suffixes, and 
roots. 

 

(10) "Morphology" means the study of morphemes and how they are 
combined. 

 

(11) "Morphological awareness" means the recognition, 
understanding, and use of morphemes that strengthens word 
recognition and spelling. 

 

(12) "Phoneme" means an individual sound; English is made up of 44 
phonemes. 

 

(13) "Phoneme-grapheme correspondence" means the ability to 
match a phoneme (single sound) to a grapheme (written 
representation) and vice versa. 

 

(14) "Phonemic awareness" means the ability to recognize and 
manipulate individual phonemes in spoken language 

 

(15) "Phonological awareness" means the ability to recognize and 
manipulate various sounds in spoken language, including word 
parts, syllables, rhymes, and phonemes. 

 

(16) "Prosody" means reading with appropriate expression and 
intonation, including pitch, tone, volume, and word emphasis. 

 

(17) "Rhetoric" means the art of effective speaking or writing.  

(18) "Syllabication" means the division of words into syllables.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Task Force 
Members  

Task Force Member Name  Location Assigned Roles  

Dana Fitzgale Florence K-2 Writing Team 

Genevieve Thomas Whitefish K-2 Writing Team 

Amber Byrd Helena 3-5 Writing Team 

Abby Kuhl Helena 3-5 Writing Team 

Will Dickerson Bozeman 3-5 Writing Team 

Dana Haring Kalispell 6-8 Writing Team 

Karen Polari Sidney 6-8 Writing Team 

Antonia Malchik Whitefish 6-8 Writing Team 

Kristina Matthews Highwood 6-8 Writing Team 

Jeff Ross Lolo/Belt 9-12 Writing Team 

Kathy Pfaffinger Billings 9-12 Writing Team 

Erin Hunt Helena 9-12 Writing Team 

Caitlin Chiller Livingston 9-12 Writing Team 
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Appendix B: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Review Team 
Members 

Review Team Member Name  Location Assigned Role  

Jeanne Wdowin Kalispell K-12 Review  

Andrea Meiers Billings K-12 Review  

Beverly Chin Missoula K-12 Review  

Kari Dahl-Huff Billings K-12 Review 

   

Appendix C: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Reconciliation 
Team Members 

Reconciliation  
Team Member Name  

Location Assigned Role  

Kristina Matthews Highwood 6-8 Writing Team 

Kathy Pfaffinger Billings 9-12 Writing Team 

Will Dickerson Bozeman 3-5 Writing Team 

Dana Haring Kalispell 6-8 Writing Team 

Amber Byrd Helena K-2 Writing Team 

Andrea Meiers Billings K-12 Review  

Casey Olson Columbus K-12 Reconciliation 
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Appendix D: English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Revision Negotiated 
Rulemaking Committee 

NRC Member Name Location  Assigned Representation Role  

Justine Alberts Helena K-12 School Administrator, Parent, Taxpayer 

Nicole Simonsen Culbertson K-12 School Administrator 

Tawny Cale Great Falls K-12 Educator, MT Tribe Representative 

Jodi Carlson Billings Higher Education Faculty 

Clifton Grilley Power Parent 

Janelle Beers Dillon Parent, Taxpayer, K-12 Educator 

Barbara Frank Missoula K-12 Administrator, Parent, Taxpayer 

Crystal Kain Polson K-12 School Administrator, K-12 Teacher, Parent 

Erin Ellis Missoula School Administrator, K-12 Educator 

Logan Brower Boulder K-12 Educator 

Sue Corrigan Kalispell School District Trustee, K-12 Teacher, Parent, Taxpayer 

Allissa Christensen Whitehall Business Official 

Jacie Jeffers Billings K-12 Educator, MT Tribe Representative 

McCall Flynn Helena BPE Executive Director 

Christy Mock-Stutz Helena OPI Assistant Chief Program Officer 

Marie Judisch Ledger OPI Senior Manager of Teaching and Learning 
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Appendix E: Montana Office of Public Instruction Project Leadership and Support 
 
Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Christy Mock-Stutz, Assistant Chief Program Officer 
Julie Murgel, Chief Operating Officer 
Marie Judisch, Teaching and Learning Senior Manager 
Aimee Konzen, Professional Learning Manager 
Claire Mikeson, English Language Arts and Literacy Instructional Coordinator 
Michelle McCarthy, MT OPI Science Coordinator 
Katrina Engeldrum, MT OPI Mathematics Coordinator 
Jackie Ronning, MT OPI Early Literacy Specialist 
Matt Bell, MT OPI Culture and Language Specialist 
Crystal Hickman, American Indian Student Achievement Specialist 
Michele Henson, American Indian Student Achievement Specialist 
Serena Wright, Title III EL Specialist 
MIke Jetty, Indian Education For All Specialist 
Alicia Doney, American Indian Youth Coordinator 
Jennifer Stadum, Indian Education for All Specialist 
 
Region 17 Comprehensive Center at Education Northwest Support 
Jacob Williams 
Erich Stiefvater 
Mandy Smoker-Broadus 
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Appendix F: Standards Crosswalk 
The following table presents a crosswalk mapping between the 2024 proposed and 2011 standards. Note that 2025 proposed standards are 
adapted from the 2011 standard(s) listed, and will likely not exactly match the language contained in the 2011 Standard. In many cases, 2025 
standards combine multiple standards from 2011 in order to promote clarity and eliminate duplication and redundancy. 

10.53.415 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Kindergarten 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.415.1.a  

10.53.415.1.a.i RF.K.1  

10.53.415.1.a.ii RF.1.1 

10.53.415.1.a.iii RF.1.1.a; RI.K.5 

10.53.415.1.b  

10.53.415.1.b.i New 

10.53.415.1.b.ii RF.1.b 

10.53.415.1.b.iii RF.1.d 

10.53.415.1.c  

10.53.415.1.c.i RF.K.3 

10.53.415.1.c.ii RF.K.3.a 

10.53.415.1.c.iii RF.K.3.b 

10.53.415.1.c.iv New 

10.53.415.1.c.v New 

10.53.415.1.d  

10.53.415.1.d.i New 

10.53.415.1.d.ii L.K.1.a 
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10.53.415.2  

10.53.415.2.a L.K.4 

10.53.415.2.b L.K.6 

10.53.415.2.c RI.K.4; L.K.4 

10.53.415.3  

10.53.415.3.a New 

10.53.415.4  

10.53.415.4.a RL.K.1; RI.K.1 

10.53.415.4.b RL.K.2 

10.53.415.4.c RL.K.2; RI.K.2 

10.53.415.4.d RL.K.3; RI.K.3 

10.53.415.4.e RL.K.5; RI.K.5 

10.53.415.4.f RL.K.6; RI.K.6 

10.53.415.5  

10.53.415.5.a W.K.1 

10.53.415.5.b W.K.2 

10.53.415.5.c W.K.3 

10.53.415.5.d W.K.5 

10.53.415.5.e New 

10.53.415.5.f L.K.1; L.K.2 

10.53.415.6  

10.53.415.6.a W.K.7 

10.53.415.6.b W.K.8 

10.53.415.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.415.7  
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10.53.415.7.a SL.K.1 

10.53.415.7.b L.K.1 

  

 

10.53.416 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for First Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.416.1  

10.53.416.1.a  

10.53.416.1.a.i RF.1.2.a 

10.53.416.1.a.ii RF.1.2.b 

10.53.416.1.a.iii RF.1.2.d 

10.53.416.1.b  

10.53.416.1.b.i RF.1.3.a 

10.53.416.1.b.ii RF.1.3.c 

10.53.416.1.b.iii New 

10.53.416.1.b.iv RF.1.3.b 

10.53.416.1.b.v RF.1.3.e 

10.53.416.1.b.vi RF.1.3.f 

10.53.416.1.b.vii New 

10.53.416.1.c  

10.53.416.1.c.i New 

10.53.416.1.c.ii New 

10.53.416.1.c.iii New 

10.53.416.1.c.iv L.1.1.a 

10.53.416.2  
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10.53.416.2.a L.1.4 

10.53.416.2.b L.1.6 

10.53.416.2.c RI.1.4; L.1.4 

10.53.416.3  

10.53.416.3.a RF.1.4 

10.53.416.3.b New 

10.53.416.4  

10.53.416.4.a RL.1.1; RI.1.1 

10.53.416.4.b RL.1.2 

10.53.416.4.c RL.1.2; RI.1.2 

10.53.416.4.d RL.1.3; RI.1.3 

10.53.416.4.e RL.1.5; RI.1.5 

10.53.416.4.f RL.1.6 

10.53.416.5  

10.53.416.5.a W.1.1 

10.53.416.5.b W.1.2 

10.53.416.5.c W.1.3 

10.53.416.5.d W.1.5 

10.53.416.5.e New 

10.53.416.5.f L.1.1; L.1.2 

10.53.416.6  

10.53.416.6.a W.1.7 

10.53.416.6.b W.1.8 

10.53.416.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.416.7  

10.53.416.7.a SL.1.1 
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10.53.416.7.b L.1.1 

  

 

10.53.417 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Second Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.417.1  

10.53.417.1.a  

10.53.417.1.a.i New 

10.53.417.1.a.ii RF.2.3.c 

10.53.417.1.a.iii RF.2.3.d 

10.53.417.1.b  

10.53.417.1.b.i New 

10.53.417.1.b.ii New 

10.53.417.1.b.iii New 

10.53.417.1.b.iv New 

10.53.417.2  

10.53.417.2.a L.2.4 

10.53.417.2.b L.2.6 

10.53.417.2.c RI.2.4; L.2.4 

10.53.417.3  

10.53.417.3.a RF.2.4 

10.53.417.b New 

10.53.417.4  

10.53.417.4.a RL.2.1; RI.2.1 

10.53.417.4.b RL.2.2; RI.2.2 
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10.53.417.4.c RL.2.2; RI.2.2 

10.53.417.4.d RL.2.3; RI.2.3 

10.53.417.4.e RL.2.5; RI.2.5 

10.53.417.4.f RL.2.6 

10.53.417.5  

10.53.417.5.a W.2.1 

10.53.417.5.b W.2.2 

10.53.417.5.c W.2.3 

10.53.417.5.d W.2.5 

10.53.417.5.e New 

10.53.417.5.f L.2.1; L.2.2 

10.53.417.6  

10.53.417.6.a W.2.7 

10.53.417.6.b W.2.8 

10.53.417.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.417.7  

10.53.417.7.a SL.2.1 

10.53.417.7.b L.2.1 

  

 

10.53.418 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Third Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.418.1  

10.53.418.1.a  

10.53.418.1.a.i RF.3.3.c 
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10.53.418.1.a.ii RF.3.3.a 

10.53.418.1.b  

10.53.418.1.b.i New 

10.53.418.1.b.ii New 

10.53.418.1.b.iii New 

10.53.418.1.b.iv New 

10.53.418.2  

10.53.418.2.a L.3.6 

10.53.418.2.b RI.3.4; L.3.4 

10.53.418.3  

10.53.418.3.a RF.3.4 

10.53.418.4  

10.53.418.4.a RL.3.1; RI.3.1 

10.53.418.4.b RL.3.2; RI.3.2 

10.53.418.4.c RL.3.2; RI.3.2 

10.53.418.4.d RL.3.3; RI.3.3 

10.53.418.4.e RL.3.4 

10.53.418.4.f RL.3.5 

10.53.418.4.g RL.3.6; RI.3.6 

10.53.418.5  

10.53.418.5.a W.3.1 

10.53.418.5.b W.3.2 

10.53.418.5.c W.3.3 

10.53.418.5.d W.3.5 

10.53.418.5.e New 

10.53.418.5.f L.3.1; L.3.2 
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10.53.418.6  

10.53.418.6.a W.3.7 

10.53.418.6.b W.3.8 

10.53.418.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.418.7  

10.53.418.7.a SL.3.1 

10.53.418.7.b SL.3.2 

10.53.418.7.b SL.3.4 

  

 

10.53.419 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Fourth Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.419.1  

10.53.419.1.a RF.4.3; RF.4.3.a 

10.53.419.1.b New 

10.53.419.2  

10.53.419.2.a L.4.6 

10.53.419.2.b RI.4.4; L.4.4 

10.53.419.3  

10.53.419.3.a RF.4.4 

10.53.419.4  

10.53.419.4.a RL.4.1; RI.4.1 

10.53.419.4.b RL.4.2; RI.4.2 

10.53.419.4.c RL.4.2; RI.4.2 
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10.53.419.4.d RL.4.3; RI.4.3 

10.53.419.4.e RL.4.4 

10.53.419.4.f RL.4.5; RI.4.5 

10.53.419.4.g RL.4.6; RI.4.6 

10.53.419.5  

10.53.419.5.a W.4.1 

10.53.419.5.b W.4.2 

10.53.419.5.c W.4.3 

10.53.419.5.d W.4.5 

10.53.419.5.e New 

10.53.419.5.f L.4.1; L.4.2 

10.53.419.6  

10.53.419.6.a W.4.7 

10.53.419.6.b W.4.8 

10.53.419.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.419.7  

10.53.419.7.a SL.4.1 

10.53.419.7.b SL.4.2 

10.53.419.7.c SL.4.4 

  

 

10.53.420 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Fifth Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.420.1  

10.53.420.1.a RF.5.3; RF.5.3.a 
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10.53.420.1.b New 

10.53.420.2  

10.53.420.2.a L.5.6 

10.53.420.2.b RI.5.4; L.5.4 

10.53.420.3  

10.53.420.3.a RF.5.4 

10.53.420.4  

10.53.420.4.a RL.5.1; RI.5.1 

10.53.420.4.b RL.5.2; RI.5.2 

10.53.420.4.c RL.5.2; RI.5.2 

10.53.420.4.d RL.5.3; RI.5.3 

10.53.420.4.e RL.5.4 

10.53.420.4.f RL.5.5; RI.5.5 

10.53.420.4.g RL.5.6; RI.5.6 

10.53.420.4.h RL.5.9; RI.5.6 

10.53.420.5  

10.53.420.5.a W.5.1 

10.53.420.5.b W.5.2 

10.53.420.5.c W.5.3 

10.53.420.5.d W.5.5 

10.53.420.5.e New 

10.53.420.5.f L.5.1; L.5.2 

10.53.420.6  

10.53.420.6.a W.5.7 

10.53.420.6.b W.5.8 

10.53.420.6.c New IEFA 
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10.53.420.7  

10.53.420.7.a SL.5.1 

10.53.420.7.b SL.5.2; SL.5.3 

10.53.420.7.c SL.5.4 

  

 

10.53.421 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Sixth Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.421.1  

10.53.421.1.a New 

10.53.421.2  

10.53.421.2.a L.6.4 

10.53.421.3  

10.53.421.3.a New 

10.53.421.4  

10.53.421.4.a RL.6.1; RI.6.1 

10.53.421.4.b RL.6.2; RI.6.2 

10.53.421.4.c RL.6.2; RI.6.2 

10.53.421.4.d RL.6.3; RI.6.3 

10.53.421.4.e RL.6.4; RI.6.4 

10.53.421.4.f RL.6.5; RI.6.5 

10.53.421.4.g RL.6.6; RI.6.6 

10.53.421.4.h RL.6.7; RL.6.9; RI.6.7; RI.6.9 

10.53.421.5  
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10.53.421.5.a W.6.1 

10.53.421.5.b W.6.2 

10.53.421.5.c W.6.3 

10.53.421.5.d W.6.5 

10.53.421.5.e New 

10.53.421.5.f L.6.1; L.6.2 

10.53.421.6  

10.53.421.6.a W.6.7 

10.53.421.6.b W.6.8 

10.53.421.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.421.7  

10.53.421.7.a SL.6.1 

10.53.421.7.b SL.6.2 

10.53.421.7.c SL.6.3 

10.53.421.7.d SL.6.4 

  

 

10.53.422 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Seventh Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.422.1  

10.53.422.1.a New 

10.53.422.2  

10.53.422.2.a L.7.4; L.7.5; RL.7.4; RI.7.4 

10.53.422.3  

10.53.422.3.a New 
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10.53.422.4  

10.53.422.4.a RL.7.1; RI.7.1 

10.53.422.4.b RL.7.2; RI.7.2 

10.53.422.4.c RL.7.2; RI.7.2 

10.53.422.4.d RL.7.3; RI.7.3 

10.53.422.4.e RL.7.4; RI.7.4 

10.53.422.4.f RL.7.5; RI.7.5 

10.53.422.4.g RL.7.6; RI.7.6 

10.53.422.4.h RL.7.7; RL.7.9; RI.7.7; RI.7.9 

10.53.422.5  

10.53.422.5.a W.7.1 

10.53.422.5.b W.7.2 

10.53.422.5.c W.7.3 

10.53.422.5.d W.7.5 

10.53.422.5.e New 

10.53.422.5.f L.7.1; L.7.2 

10.53.422.6  

10.53.422.6.a W.7.7 

10.53.422.6.b W.7.8 

10.53.422.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.422.7  

10.53.422.7.a SL.7.1 

10.53.422.7.b SL.7.2 

10.53.422.7.c SL.7.3 

10.53.422.7.d SL.7.4 
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10.53.423 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for Eighth Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.423.1  

10.53.423.1.a New 

10.53.423.2  

10.53.423.2.a L.8.4; L.8.5; RL.8.4; RI.8.4 

10.53.423.3  

10.53.423.3.a New 

10.53.423.4  

10.53.423.4.a RL.8.1; RI.8.1 

10.53.423.4.b RL.8.2; RI.8.2 

10.53.423.4.c RL.8.2; RI.8.2 

10.53.423.4.d RL.8.3; RI.8.3 

10.53.423.4.e RL.8.4; RI.8.4 

10.53.423.4.f RL.8.5; RI.8.5 

10.53.423.4.g RL.8.6; RI.8.6 

10.53.423.4.h RL.8.7; RL.8.9; RI.8.7; RI.8.9 

10.53.423.5  

10.53.423.5.a W.8.1 

10.53.423.5.b W.8.2 

10.53.423.5.c W.8.3 

10.53.423.5.d W.8.5 

10.53.423.5.e New 

10.53.423.5.f L.8.1; L.8.2 
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10.53.423.6  

10.53.423.6.a W.8.7 

10.53.423.6.b W.8.8 

10.53.423.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.423.7  

10.53.423.7.a SL.8.1 

10.53.423.7.b SL.8.2 

10.53.423.7.c SL.8.3 

10.53.423.7.d SL.8.4 

  

 

10.53.424 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for 9th-10th Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.424.1  

10.53.424.1.a New 

10.53.424.2  

10.53.424.2.a L.9-10.3; L.9-10.4; L.9-10.5 

10.53.424.2.b L.9-10.4.c 

10.53.424.3  

10.53.424.3.a New 

10.53.424.4  

10.53.424.4.a RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1 

10.53.424.4.b RL.9-10.2; RI.9-10.2 

10.53.424.4.c RL.9-10.2; RI.9-10.2 
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10.53.424.4.d RL.9-10.3; RI.9-10.3 

10.53.424.4.e RL.9-10.4; RI.9-10.4 

10.53.424.4.f RL.9-10.5; RI.9-10.5 

10.53.424.4.g RL.9-10.6; RI.9-10.6 

10.53.424.4.h RL.9-10.9; RI.9-10.9 

10.53.424.5  

10.53.424.5.a W.9-10.1 

10.53.424.5.b W.9-10.2 

10.53.424.5.c W.9-10.3 

10.53.424.5.d W.9-10.5 

10.53.424.5.e L.9-10.1; L.9-10.2 

10.53.424.6  

10.53.424.6.a W.9-10.7 

10.53.424.6.b W.9-10.8 

10.53.424.6.c New IEFA 

10.53.424.7  

10.53.424.7.a SL.9-10.1 

10.53.424.7.b SL.9-10.2 

10.53.424.7.c SL.9-10.3 

10.53.424.7.d SL.9-10.4 

  

 

10.53.425 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards for 11th-12th Grade 

2025 Arm Item Code  2011 Arm Item Code  

10.53.425.1  
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10.53.425.1.a New 

10.53.425.2  

10.53.425.2.a L.11-12.3; L.11-12.4; L.11-12.5 

10.53.425.2.b L.11-12.4.c 

10.53.425.3  

10.53.425.3.a New 

10.53.425.4  

10.53.425.4.a RL.11-12.1; RI.11-12.1 

10.53.425.4.b RL.11-12.2; RI.11-12.2 

10.53.425.4.c RL.11-12.2; RI.11-12.2 

10.53.425.4.d RL.11-12.3; RI.11-12.3 

10.53.425.4.e RL.11-12.4; RI.11-12.4 

10.53.425.4.f RL.11-12.5; RI.11-12.5 

10.53.425.4.g RL.11-12.6; RI.11-12.6 

10.53.425.4.h RL.11-12.9; RI.11-12.9 

10.53.425.5  

10.53.425.5.a W.11-12.1 

10.53.425.5.b W.11-12.2 

10.53.425.5.c W.11-12.3 

10.53.425.5.d W.11-12.5 

10.53.425.5.e L.11-12.1; L.11-12.2 

10.53.425.6  

10.53.425.6.a W.11-12.7 

10.53.425.6.b W.11-12.8 

10.53.425.6.c New IEFA 
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10.53.425.7  

10.53.425.7.a SL.11-12.1 

10.53.425.7.b SL.11-12.2 

10.53.425.7.c SL.11-12.3 

10.53.425.7.d SL.11-12.4 

  

Appendix G: Guidance Documents  

Summary  
Each party participating in the English standards revisions agree–guidance is necessary. Therefore, the work has begun to develop these 
documents and will continue to progress as needs arise. Many documents have been proposed, from guidance on IEFA integration to definitions 
and examples. It is the current intention to create documents that support every partner group in the instruction of Montana English Language Arts 
and Literacy students, including families, support staff, educators, and administrators. As documents are created, they will be added to the list 
below.  

Guidance Documents List 
Please note that, as of February, 2025 the revisions have not been approved by the Board of Public Education. Therefore, the types of documents 
that can be created at this time are limited. This list is not representative of the robust list that is in planning. 
 
As the Board of Public Education considers the proposed standards, it may be helpful to know what types of guidance documents are being 
considered for creation. The list provided below gives some insight into the documents being discussed at this time. Each has been proposed at one 
point or another by the Task Force, NRC members, OPI Staff, or the Superintendent.   
 
Examples of proposed guidance include:  

1. Understanding the Literacy Practices, including inclusion of ISTE standards 
2. Resources for IEP/504 writing and accommodations  
3. Attention to language changes from 2011 standards (i.e. central ideas and themes)  
4. English Language Arts and Literacy Standards Guidance Documents  
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5. Oral practice strategies as scaffold for relevant standards  
6. Decoding and Encoding: instructional strategies, list of graphemes, defining accuracy at grade level 
7. Vocabulary tiers and word-learning strategies at grade level 
8. Defining features and expectations across relevant standards at grade level 
9. Examples of multiple sources and diverse media 
10. References to relevant Library Media Standards 
11. Crosswalk from 2011 standards 
12. Cultural Connections Guidance - IEFA, Essential Understandings, and Community  
13. Connecting ELA to Home 
14. Vertical Alignment Documents 
15. Examples and Elaborations - Standard by Standard 
16. Grade-Appropriate Expectations  
17. Example Lessons  
18. And More 
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INFORMATION ON THE RESOLUTION TO 
SUPPORT INCREASING PK-12 

ATTAINMENT IN READING AND READING 
PROFICIENCY 

 
 

McCall Flynn 
 
 

  



State of Montana  PO Box 200601 

  Helena, Montana 59620-0601 
  (406) 444-6576 
  www.bpe.mt.gov 

 Board of Public Education 

 

 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
APPOINTED MEMBERS: 

 
Dr. Tim Tharp, Chair 
Savage 
 
Dr. Ron Slinger, Vice Chair 
Miles City 
 
Madalyn Quinlan 
Helena 
 
Julia Maxwell 
Marion 
 
Renee Rasmussen 
Clancy 
 
Lisa Schmidt 
Conrad 
 
Dr. Hannah Nieskens 
Cardwell 
 
Gavin Mow, Student Rep. 
Helena 
 
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS: 
 
Clayton Christian, 
Commissioner of 
Higher Education 
 
Susie Hedalen, 
Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
 
Greg Gianforte,  
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RESOLUTION  
 

WHEREAS, the Montana Board of Public Education (Board) is committed to 

increasing PK-12 attainment in reading and reading proficiency; and 
   
WHEREAS, the 2023-24 Statewide Assessment shows that only 39.2% of 3rd 

graders are at or above proficiency in English Language Arts and Literacy and 52.5% of 11th 

graders are at or above proficiency in English Language Arts and Literacy; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a growing convergence of evidence regarding the Science of 

Reading; which is grounded in rigorous research that encompasses cognitive psychology, 

neuroscience, and education; and  

 

WHEREAS, effective reading instruction involves phonemic awareness, phonics, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension strategies, all of which are essential for literacy 

development and supports successful comprehension, which stems from the ability to 

integrate background knowledge with the text, necessitating strategies that build this 

connection; and 

 

WHEREAS, studies show that implementing science-based reading instruction 

significantly improves literacy rates among all students, especially those at risk for reading 

difficulties and educators must be equipped with knowledge of the Science of Reading to 

effectively teach these foundational skills and support diverse learners; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board is dedicated to ensuring a basic system of free quality public 

schools and believes that proficient reading skills are linked to better academic outcomes, 

economic opportunities, and overall societal engagement throughout an individual’s life; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Montana Board of Public Education intends 

to adopt actionable, evidence-based standards that will form the foundation for literacy 

instruction by including the Science of Reading in the updated English Language Arts and 

Literacy Content Standards in ARM Title 10, Chapter 53; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Montana Board of Public Education will 

hold schools accountable through the Accreditation Standards in ARM Title 10, Chapter 55, 

to review, update, and align their learning programs and curricula following the state’s 

adoption of the revised English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards.     

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Montana Board of Public Education will 

work to align the Professional Educator Preparation Program Standards in ARM Title 10, 

Chapter 58 to support accredited Educator Preparation Programs to include the Science of 

Reading within teaching reading courses.   

 

RESOLVED BY THE MONTANA BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION ON JULY 

XX, 2025. 

 

 

Dr. Tim Tharp 

Chairperson 

Board of Public Education 

 
 



FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS July 16-18, 2025 
 
 

Strategic Planning Meeting 
MACIE Update & Recommendation Work Session 

Reflection and Review of Chapter 56 Assessment Standards 
Review Public Charter School Annual Report (20-6-809, MCA) 

Assessment Update 
Federal Update 

OPI Staffing Report 
Accreditation Report 

Content Standards Revision Update 
Indian Education for All Report 
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